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A
EDITORIAL

In this issue of “The Abalitionist” | hope we catch some of the
flavour of both the highs snd bows of working in this feld,
Prisoners resistance, penercslty, art and anges are given
wope in our pages. The inside of a jury room is revealed,
Brigid Brophy provides an incisive article posing the shattering
bides theat prisons bury people alive,

Although the movement against prison i 8 small one in
Britain, we certainly are providing a radicsl entique which s
having an impact throsghout socieiy. Our comsistuency
ranges from anarchists and revolutionaries to Hberals and
reformists, We are not 8 tightyknit groap but o loose one
not imprsoned by our ideclogheal homizons.

Perhaps oor greatest Lagk is (o show to the British public that
there is an wigent need 1o madically alter the punitive penal
poficles of this country, Prison faili, but we in Britain an
getting more and more of It. Thuas it can be sadd that all of the
varying groups calling for change are falling also, Where musi
the impetus come from for a change of direction?

The May Report as we write is unavailable_ It seems doubtfal,
even if it is farseetng and fundamenial, that this Commission's
recommendations will ba scted on sufficiently mpidly by the
present sdministration. If the suthodties are deaf to the erisis
in our prisons then the impetus for change B bound o come
from within the prisons,

We cannot talk glibly of riots and disturbances because they
mean suffering and pain, But people given no way out burst
and the forces that could be unleashed fn prison are not
pleasant to contemplate, Undoubiedly it |s prisoners who will
sulfer mmost,

But what other means exist for chanee? Meam that are
effective, Many of us are thred of wonds, tired of conferences,
tired of statimtics which always say the same thing and result
in mot less prsons but more, Mot les suffering but more,
Prison is a disastrous way of desling with problems. We mus
pim at doing away with it — we canned (olerste people being
buried alive, we cannot allow one man's bread and butter to
b ancther person’s lack of fresdom

RAP, has far lem 1o blame iseli for than many other richer
and more powerful voices within the pemal lobby, We have
always had the sketchiest resources, we work now as always on
an almost [nwisible shoe siring, Yet never has our influence
been more urgently required. Reactlon rules in Beligin, [T RAP
goos under — and without ot leasi ope Tull time worker [
think if will {and we have no funds for such a worker Tor
1980 — if we disappear from the scene, the clcumstances that
led 10 RAF being formed will ned alter. The forces of
liberation, however, will be that much weskes, Sometimes il
seems the public must witnés repurcussions before any sense
can prevadl in pemal paolicy — those mpurcussions such as
widespread distrubances in our gacls with many injuries and
deaths, no one, in their senses, wanis. But, il there are not the
resources |n British society to support groups like Radical
Alternatives to Prison then no one should be surprised at
farther deteriomtion.

Terry Westall
Co-ordinator RAP,

Abolitionist Mo 4,
182 Upper i,
London NI,
012583785
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EXPERIENCES OF A JUROR AT CROWN COURT
Em_————— =
Thost who are arguing for the merits of trial by jury might
think again after reading these commenls supplied fo the
+ fholitiondss ©

Comments made by juros in or out of court,

“| hope we don't have any cases Hke attempted munder of rape,
i don't think | could decide whether a person was guilty of
thiose sort of things.”

{reply) *Oh don't worry. 1've heard all they get a1 this court are
cas= of thefi, shoplifiing and the like, and obviously people
who get nicked for that have been caught at it

“What we need : ice litle gas chamber out the back, then we
could shove i im it and nor waste all this time deciding
thess people are guilty!’ (greeted with load guifaws from other
jurcrs)

4 don’t like the look of that defence counsel, he's wnuffy,
Tonghaired and dirty.’

‘Didn’t you see how the sccused couldn't lock me in the cye &
I passed him in the dock — & sure sign of guilt.”

*you must have seen the defendants mates sitting in court;
they look lke real fittle thugs. He'd have done betier not 1o
hring them dong,”

“Well, this hoy lnoks quite well dressed up to the neck, bul. ., "
(black defendant with dreadiocks.§

f don’t think be's smartly dressed at all - just cheaply dressed
fior the occasion,”

“‘Anyone who's stupld encugh to hit 3 woman police officers
asking for it." (Said before all the evidence had been heard.)

“You always get ong of two stupid women on 8 jury who don’s
want to find someone gailty.”

Because 1 am registered om the Electoral Rall, | was recently
called 1o do jury service, People who are not registered are nol
called, 30 this cuts out a large section of the public for a stari;
those who for one resson or another don't have a permanent
horme, My wori fears of the preudice of @ 3o called crossssction
of the public called for jury service were unfortunately
confirmed, so 1 hope this record of my expenences a8 & juror
will be helpful to anyons up against the law,

CHALLENGES

Defendants are allowed to challerge thiec members of the jury
if they don't like the look of them, then three others take thelr
place, Jurors are told not 1o take this 38 o personl it hut
most of them do! The most commonly challenged people
tended to be middleaged women, the reason | suppose being,
that these women are by virtue of their zge and sex sous and
mean  higots. Every comedians got a joke on this ong
‘mother-indaw" jokes etg. However this is not pecessarily so al
all; challenging based on these sexisl  sereatypes often
backfires, and a reasorable person may be replaced by a genial
looking higot, In my experience the appesrance, age and sex of
jurors was not necessarily a guide to their apinions. Challenging
made 1 bad impression on most jurors, They tended to think; “If
ihe defendant is innocent, why do they need 1o challenge,”

Most jurors think that because someons is up in coart, they
must be at least 8 bit guilty, The scceptance of police evidence
in the form af ‘the notebook® seemed almost universal, although
mast of them accepted the fact that police evidence is not
glways Gods truth” Being firm believens in the ‘one had
ppple’ theory, this never geemed 10 apply to cases which they
were trying!

The nervousness that most juross expertenced at the beginning
of thelr jury service soon gave way to loud moaning shoun
hangng arpund waiting for & case, and 4 jovial resignation to
hearing lengwinded speeches in court when their minds were

aiready made up early on in the proceedings.

The most commonly rsad newspapen in the farors walling room
were the Sup and the Mirror, and one can only fed that the
simplistic, semsationaliss, prejudiced and sexist portrayal of news
i them (or any of the straight media) had been absorbed by the
teaders and spouted as if it were their own philosophy. It seems
that an unguestioning belief in the written word when reconded
by those In authority dics hard, The jurors thought there was
such & thing as a criminal clas, composed of people with
hereditary and unchangeable chamcteristics, snd argumenis
about the effect of ervironment and culture om 4 person did not
wash at all. They did not identify with defendants who came
from the same backgrounds as themselves, and justified this by
seeing them as members of a ‘criminal’ class. Of course black
defendants got o double dose of this attitude, being from both
the hlsck and the criminal classes,

DECIDING THE VERDICT

S0 much for the maxim a person is nnocent untd proved

21 found that the majority of jurors were maindy
interested in finding fault with the defendant and his counsal
and not with being convinced “beyond all reasonable doubt’
of the prosecution’s case against the defendant, As for waiting
until all the evidence had been heard befere making up one’s
mind, these jurors reached conchusions by haphazard and almiost
mystical means — within flve minutes of hearing a case many ol
them “just knew' the defendant was guilty’

O the four cases | was invalved with there was hardly ever &
juror who didn’t stick to his or ber first opinion - useally that
the defendant wad guilty. The pressures brought 1o hear on you
if you're not in agreement with the cleven other jurcrs can be
very hard to resdt — you're constantly psked to expluin and
justify any of the doubts you have, and are generally made to
feel uncomfortable or downright awkward; sometimes you're
just treated in an openly hostile manmer. Puiting the presigre on
the dissenting juror took the form of comments kike -

“4f we have to wall here much longer for you Do changs your
mind we'll get caught in the rush hour — we don’t want to sit

here all day cooped up ke this.”

Dont wou think someone fike you s always going to have
doubts about & defendant’s gullt, whatever the case®” (1o

right!)

*| think he's guilty and that's i1, I've got to get home and give
huibby his dinmer.”

1 hope we don't have her on our Jury or well be there forever.'
{1 became a mildly annaing standing joke!)



The lesi case | wa involved in was the one that finally made me
realise what & fimsco the toal by jury set up could degoneraie
into, As usual, bearing in mind the obvious direction given 1o
the jury in the judge's vumming up, most of the jurom had made
up their minds the defendant wa guilty eady on in the
procedures. | and one ather womar weren't convinged that the
police evidence was all it seemed to be — we had sirong doubts
phout the dofendant beimg guilty and wanted to scquit him.
After two houn of discusion in the jury mom | was the oaly
one sl with any doubis, and dunng thii tme | was constantly
cajoled and pressurived into changing my mind and fiiting in
with the other juron decisions, *You jusl seem Lo be bringing up
potnts that are imelsvanl red herings, you really must ghve us
reasomy that will comvinee all of w of this mans innogsence,
There didn't seem any chance at ol of any of them clanging
their minds, and thai’s puiting it mikdly! The foreman of the
jury, & jolly, humourous and resctionary man, plus the other
jurom, basically kept at me, with thelr Sherlock Holmes type
anubves of every detafl of evidence, witd much to my horor 1
stopped resfstifg and slid Into agresment with them.

You may hive heard of experiments where peopie 2o instrocted
to administer pain, through electric currants, to others - much
apabngt their better judgement. What makes them redct so
ically is the concerted pressure of someone clie making
feel they vught to conform — whzlever their own views,
this 85 & fison to the stustion | found mysedf in o

i

i

pres-ganged into changing my mind. This certainly Breught
home to me the frony of the nmement, made time s agsin
10 juron by judpes, that esch jaror ghould make ap lis op her
mind for themsekves in sccordenes with what they helgive 1o be
the facts in a case

SUMMING UF

To start with jumoss | spoke 1o thought that when s fudge
summed up i case for the benefit of the jury that was what he
was doing — giving 3 fair sccount of the evidence from both
gides, in on unbissed wuy, However, || didn't lake the juror
long to realise that the judge wm diecting them to come (o a
particulas conclugion. And on the whole, believing m they do
in the inmate pood sense and intelipenee of jrdges, they wene in
fidl spreement with this direction. What struck me was the
hesvy handed and not at al suiskle way fidges hive of drawing
sttention to facts they wam 1o emphasize, These would ofien
be accompanied by facial contorftions, changes in tose of voice
or simply mede into jokes: Judge intesrupting defevee cuunsel
with a jolly, 1 bet his solicitor wolld not have been sery heppy
to mective a telephone call st three in the moming!” -
deferentis] merriment from the jury and prosscuting codnael,

S It seerns that, far from making up thisr own minds juroes focl
quite happy to follow a judge's direction, bearng in ming ot
faimess’, yeam of experience and perhaps most importustly,
his knowdedpe of information not avallabie to the jury - for
example the defendants “previous

The aura of reverence surrounding couriroom procedure sesmed
to blind many jumom to whal was ccally poing om - the
rituslizged drama, the strung-out evidence from both counssh,
the laboured longhand record the judge makes though the
came, the hushed comultations between judge and cierk of the
court, the bowing of ushers and others leaving uad eatering the
courtroon — &l] this struck me 5 sn encvmou gRd et
wene of thesirical proportions, like & long-uted, hastoncal but
rusty tool. | heve rarely soen such ham scting done with szh
heliel by both counsel, and judge, unil 1 fait the whoie pbjec
of the procesdings had bagoms avershadowsi! by all this ateal.

The much prissed fairmen of the Britich judiciary systom,
including being tried by jury, seemed no more than o
timeconzaming and expensive charade,

ADVICE TO WOULD-BE JURGHRS

Bemember if the whole jury b not agreed and your verdict i
different from the other juroms, the judge will leave you in the
juery room for 2 hours 10 minutes, sfter which he can sccept a
majority vote — 3o try and hold out!

If there's anything in the evidence you wish to have explsined
mmlﬂimtmmumlhrmﬂmmmm
point chear for the jury’s benefin,

Remember that ivs entirely up to the prosscuting counsel o
prove the defendent’s guill — hefshe docun’t have 1o prove ks
innocence,

Tey not to fed pushed into pgroging with other juroms jus
Pecause m‘uth:nddmmu,llymmﬂ!dulmd
reasonable expiznations of why you disgree you may be able to
persusde the othern 1o think again.

ADNVICE TO DEFENDANTS

I thought Lhad my ewn independent vicws and yel lum

Surom may find it odd and suspicious i you doa 't apgezr in the
witmets box — they will think : you have something 2o hide, you
can't koep your stary’ up, you will lose your temper. 5o far m
the jury goes it's best to appesr on the sund,

Viake wure you and your defénce counsel bave & convinclng
gecount of event — jurom will be looking lor weak spots and
Inck of detailed explanations in your account; not these in the
prosecutiin’s dese,

Yout appearance and expressions will be noticed in deted by the
fury — whether, In fset, you'rs looking “puilty.’ Things like
looking 4t the floor all the time, o on the other hand logking
o0 cunfident and “Simocent’, dun't go down well with juror!
TheyWl even decide whother vou're vpecislly dressed for the
aembon, and oven whether you could loak them strsight in the
e’

Here e some examplon of prejudiced commanis mads by
other juron between cases.

“He's a real Hutle pooitah.”

These blacks are differont from u you kaow, "

¢, and i pgrwed oul she was mirred 1o 8 guees.

T'm puttimg all this make-up on in me Gope thad 177 get oo

case where a famous and gooddooking flm star s being tried
and |1l maks a catch,’
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THE PHILOSOPHY AND PRACTICE
OF BURYING PEOPLE ALIVE

]

Society sbhom crimes because they infringe people’s rights and
are callows towards people’s feelings. When it catches 4 criminal,
it expresses its abhorrence of his deeds by putting him in prison,
where it lrests {or neglects) him callowily and sbolishes mast of
his rights.

This drcular argument (‘Give them a tasie of their own
medecing’ or Violence is the only hnguage soch people
underatand’) is the entire philosophy of prison,

THE PURFPOSE

Priscn s & device for hurting prisoners.

Optimists often assume that prison must be perfomming
other fupctions, to which the hurting is Incidental, During the
homily, which it ks a perk of his office 10 preach at people he is
ahout to send there, a judge sometimes romarks that keeping a
criminal in prison for a while will protect society from assault or
plander by him, Maore sentimental judges may represcnt prison X
the prisaner’s opportunity to undertake training or therapy and
thereby achieve a reconciliation with society.

Such mwessments of prson are fontasies, The temporary
protection of society from the inmates might explain why a

has & high outer wall. But it cannot explain why prison is
e walled about by the Official Secren Act, which prevenis the
escape of nothing except information to sockcty of what is being
done inside in the name, and at the expense, of sociery. Still less
does it explain why, once inside the walls, the prisoners are
contimsmely and systemsatically hurt by boredom, humiliation
anid diseom o,

To be deliberately treated thus may cow You into o daze or il
may infuriate you into defiance and bloodymindedness, Nather
state is a qualification for good citizenship — on which poiit the
protection that prison supposedly gives society evaporates, It is
true that, while he is inside, the prisoner can be aggressive only
agalnst his Fellow-prisonen of his custodions, But when you
release him (o7 IT he manages io scale the owter wall), you are
loosing on sociely & persan whom you, by your trestment of
him, have made info an incressed danger to society. The very
~ stigma of prison may keep him out of a lawful slot in society,

If you've dazed him, you will have unfitted him to fill the slot
even if e can find it, If youve infurlated him, he won't want 1o
find it but will bave embraced crime as his vocation, Either way,
vou have increased the risk 1o society from his activities or his
disabiljties,

The only sécure and longaerm profection sociely can give
Hself against crime consists of the wholesale tramsformation of
criminals into pood citizerns, Al elfecting any such thing prison
for the threat of prison) i an out-and-owe failure, Some three
quarters of the men in prison in England and Wales have bad a
previous sentence,’  In Scotland some 93% of ?mﬂ: relcased
{rom prison commit another offence within a year.

Whenever a person who has already been to prison i tried for
4 crime, it is in reality prison that ks cn tdal; and whensver such 3
person is found guilty it is prison that has been proved, by due
process of law, an abject fallure a1 the onc task that is geperally
held 1o justify s existence, namely the protection of society
from crime.

In fact, only & [antasist would expect il 10 susceed, Society
doss not seppose that It can tom merely passable citizens into
super<itizens by hurting them, It has no resson to expect tha
hurting them will make passable citizens out of bad ones.

Hurting prisoners is so costly that @n practice hers’s oons
money left for ‘training’ or ‘therapy’. Bug even i thosr w0
available, they would have small chance of succeis whis e
hurting went on, Therapy requires that the patiemt shall St
want 1o be cured or helpod, education that the pupil shall i
feel curlosity. Imposed pain camnot substitute for those
pre-recuisites. Most of what smail treatmeni’ does take place i
limited 1o mechanieal interferences with mood or personality?
negative processcs which may neulralise anti-social ses. but
can'l devdop a social being.

Yoas can't in fact, integrate 2 being into society by cutting him
off from society. It is perverse to pretend that the way Lo converi
@ criminal imto & responsible citizen is 1o deprive him of a citizen’s
political responsihility (the vote), sever his relationships with
people outside 10 whom he 1s personally responsible, force him 1o
hand over his family responsibities to the welfare services, and
subject him to @ regime where he beam virtually no responsdblility
for what he i to do next and & forbidden to arpue with or seek
explanations form the aathanty that issues him onders,

SUPERSTITION

The functions optimists expect of prison are in reality made
impossible by prson’s primary purpose, the only one it b
efficient at (though even so o1 high monetary cost). About that
purpose official langusge & franker than many officlals, It calls
prison 8 penal ingitution: and ‘pensl’ is a development* of the
same Latin word (poena) as ‘pain’. Were it not for the English
language’s fertile habit of branching off two words from the same
oot and specialising one of them, we would speak not of our
penal system bt of our pains system.

That would be completely plain English, As soon as sociely
(in the perom of @ court or jury) B coavinced, 1o its wm
satisfaction, that an accused person has broken the law, it cut . off
ils argument with him and resorts to paln or the threat of | . A
fine is 3 restricted pain: it stings only the pocket, Even so, it is
hacked by the threat of prison, Likewise, such seemingly levient
and penussive methods s probation and suspended semtences
comsist of threats of prison, which will descend on the convicted
person if he doesn’t manage o be persuaded, Prison itsell i
comprehensive pain, It wounds (and usually matms} the whole
personality.

Society exacts pain from prisonens i chedience to
prescientific and pre-psychological superstition (ke the idea of
‘purging’ contempt of court), whereby a breach of the law has 1o
be expiated by pain in order to make good some balance of
metaphysical nature. The prisoner’s pain does not render his
eriminal deed undine, Mothing could. Bui his pain does not even
make 2 contribution 1o such amends a5 can be made, the return
of stolen objects to thelr owner of monetary compensation
{which is inadequate, but better than none) for bodily ham and
slarm, English low has only fairly recently made an only minos
polnt of compenssting vietms of violent crime, and it isn’t a
point that affects the prisoner, He may compensale his Vi tiam or
return what he stole, but the penal system will still be unsatisfied,
It wiil still demund explation of the injury done not to a person
of To sockety bul to the law,

Perhaps this adherence to superstition i meant 1o uphold the
majesty af the law. What it In fact upholds is the hypocrisy of
socicty, The aggressions and infringements which the criminal
commits sporadically and unfawfully are commitied against him
in prison lawiully and systematically. The *majesty” of the lew is
mere manipulation by the majodty in s own favour. The
majority is bn a position 1o make s craeity lawful,



WHAT IMPRISONMENT 15

Prison, which is now the strongsst instrumeni in our paing
system, became dominant only by a gradual takeover from more
spoctacular ways of being cruel, Wke putting the prisoner in the
stocks, lopping off his cars of killing inim. Thers were ance more
than 300 offemces for which you could be killed by Englich
low? The ementially 19theentusy process of substituting
tmprisonment for kiling and othe: bodiy mutilations and
abuses was not completed in England antil the 1960s. There are
places where it i still not complete and some that are reveraig
the process, including the Central African Republic (or, 2s it
now is, Emplee), which in 1972 imtituted joss of {acconding 1o
the number of convictions] an car, a second e=1, @ hand and
finally kife, as the penalty for theft®

The promiscuous savagery with which English law once dealt
death naturally tumed petty criminais into desperndoes. 5o far
as your risk of meeting cruel trealment went, i1 wad & matted
of indifierance whether you commitied o grave of 3 mild
example of the capital offences, a situstion stil commemorated
[n our proverb that one might 95 wali be hanped for o dheepas
g lamb. {The lest execution in England for sheepstedling wa in
1531.7) Unwamed by the existence of the proverh, part of the

juliciany took the cessation of hangng & o cheice to renew the
old Blankst judicial savagery wn lerms of long prison saniences,
fnviting our age to coin 8 provarh thar one migin 32 well get 50
years for murder as for robbing a train,

Much of the movement to substitute grisan for cmader paing
was only superficially rational or wmane, It mélacted beas the
copscience  tham the squemishnes, celf-nghtecusnes o
concern for appearances of the clus that nded | Sth-sentury
England. Typically, it abolished public hanging, lest the crowd
enjoy and be depraved by them. bui west on (or a further
century comnutting the cruelty of huagng in the pnvasy o
prison.®

indeed, imprisonment ltseli merel; somoves the croclty done
io prisoners from public view, It i only 8 shede bess crusd to
deprive a person of two year than o) two gars, (Moreover, if
you deprive him of two years you doc’t know poeciscly wihat
you're depriving him of, becauss vou don't kpow his

lifesxpactancy.} Similardy, the cemainin of hanging hes obliged
the public, if not all the judges. to notice that a life seniencr »
eyl much less cruel than the death senience,

By the tum of the 15th inio the 20ih century §i was ebvious
to both the greal Anglodnsh sociafists and punclurers of
bourgeots Livpocrsy, Oscar Wikde apd Bermund Shaw, that
imprisopment. waz hanlly more than a2 ‘oicer’ and fos
comspbceout version of the whalrsdle vwecutions which by then
it bad largely repisced. “All triads are crials for one's 1ife, just &
all sentences are sentences of death” Wilde® waote {in prson) in
1897, imprisonment is as irrevocshle 2 death’, Shaw 19 gt
in 1903,

In 1919 Shaw elaborated his percaption ivoo the hurds: in
Hegrthreak Houose, whose Busglany boonly o pretemddiglaty
but whose srgaments are valid, Caoght sesmingls steaiing Lady
Utierwood's diamonds, and threstened with prsan, e repliss
Well, youve ot them back, ludy: haval you? Tun o glee me
back the yesms of my Hie you are poing to take from me

Imprizonment & partisl, temporasy and sgow  coplal
punishment. Wormwood Scrubs, 8 pson built 0 P74 Sy
convicts,' ' s, in kind through not degres, 5 much a monurment
0 3 mass atrocity s any grave whoss occupants wers forred 1o
dig it befove being shod,

ALTERNATIVES

The rearguard defemce of all atrocities and affrones to
conscience, from slavery 1o vivisection to sending litthe hoys up
chimneys to sweep them, hay always been: “It's regrettatic,
But show us the altematives.”

RAP, by its very mime, acoepts the challenge. Bui fis
scceptance should not decelve anyone into supposing that o
sk RAP to demonstrate what it can do is an objective or
scientific way of evalualing slematives to prison. While prison
existy, it # an implied threst suspended over experiments 8 ovi
people who ‘got off with o fine” 5o long as prisos b ihe
alternative to the seccsss of the . s existencs
increasss the experiment’s chances of fulling. Moreover, s loiig
mE prison exlsts, it sucks up mesources, The only genuine lcsi
would be to kand RAP the mors tham L2040 midlicn that is spem
sanually on the prisons’ ¥ eml then see what RAP could do.

The most profific method of feding siematives o an
strociiy is to abolish the airocity, You then oblige mecesity to
become the mather of invention, Make it impossible for middie.
ptiddleclass  howseholds to get cheap and overworkabd:
domestic servants, and human igenulty has 10 invend 2
washing-up maching,

However, the sliernative for which sockety should really be
s=arching fs an alternative to crime. Prison i3 not altermuiive (o
crime; it's the mame thing in mirrer witing, By putting him in
prison, society i3 adopting the criminai’s standards. To give
smmeone m ime of his own medicine” b 1o endorie his
mecicine, 17 violence s the only language such people
undersiand’, socisly™s business should be (o enlarge thedr
wocsbslary

THE MSCUSSION

By segregating ceught criminals in prison, society denlbes itscl
precisely the twe opponunites it ought fo leap ot it i i
serbously wanrts 10 eoadizate crime: the npporumty 1o convinge
griminals of ihe reesonabiencss of wciety'’s paint of view; and
the oppurtunity to infom itseli ahout the nature of oriminality,
whose wapalses sz poobably present i us all,

Indped, prriaps we are e ting out the suppression of our own
criminal fmpalsss shen we fosist oo locking fway posoners oul
of sgla of and cantant with the rest of society. If 5o, it s not
surprising 193 the pretext we put froward for behaving so
iranonally involve a nember of protences: mot only the
pretence thal veu cxn't msirain o perkon withnol ssgregeting
him and ieting him from moement (o momenl iote e bargain,
but alie the pretence that all erme & violenl enimy from whos
perpetrators sociely neads o be shiclded by 3 pmson wall,
Just a3 journalism persistontly couplis sex and violence, quite s
thaugh it couldn® sec the moral and practical difference in
aatus berween violence and the socially harmless (provided i
docsn’t spread VI or unwanted babies) act of sex with consent,
s distuwion of edme couples offences agzinst life and
properiy, quie as though it couldn’t see the moral social
distinciion between those, The promiscuous we of prison as s
trestmend for lywhreakers resis on the unspoken assumpisen,
which nohady dares speak for fear of showing wp s absurdity,
ihat writing & frasdubent chogque is os dongerous 1o life and tmb
as stabbing.
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Traditionally, it @ violence wguinat fiesh and blood that
makes mews, and rises in the mte of violent crime that excite
social concem, As @ matter of fact, | am not convinced thal
amyone kb in o position to know when the violent£rime mie
rises, The rate is usually calculated as a comparison between the
pumber of wiolent cnimes and the total number of he
population. However, that is to ignore the fact that a clas
which constitutes more than hall of the population, namely
women, ¥ is a comparatively fitile given 1o crime of any sor (o
at least, which is all that can be known with certainty, Hiile
gven to being found out)'' together with the seldom
mentianed but patent probabilithel that toddlers won't commil
viclent crimes and that old people are ualikely to sttempt them
except by To arrive 50 the Lrue violentcrime mie you
would have to compare the number of viclent crimes in 8 gven
year with the number of people in the population who were,
during that wear, penuineé candidates for reson to violence.

Even, however, on & graph that relates crimes (o total
population,’® violence agsinii people (in & sense that dnciudes
murder, mansdsughter and wounding.,) although on the whale its
tendency, from 1945 on, has been to rise, femans neas thi
bottoem of the disgrm, Less than one thirtioth of the indictable
affences recorded by the police comsist of bodily atiaciks on

. Much the major pan of cime concems things and
money, chiefly in the categaries of burgary, theft and bardling
stalen goods, and fraud and forgery '™

If society were to resirin offendens oaly n cases whers it
meeds to protect the citizens againsi a person proved 1o be
violent, and not in superstition pursudt of expiation or ather
fantasies, it would have comparatively few charges on i Teands,
That would promptly and significantly redses another charge,
that on the public purse,

A further bonus would follow = goon a8 we ducarded the

ition that prison must consst not anly «of 3n cater wall
but of internsl oppressions. One reason why our prosent prsons
cosl goclety so much mongy s that hurting and ik ting
prisoners uses o disproportionate smosnt of labour. in Brivish
universities and polytechnics, one stall member copes with
geven and o half siudents, bui in Brivish prisons one staff
member can cope with ofly two prisonem.!” The present
unnecessarily large prison population cirries wid il a second
population, almost hall its size, of pon employees, The
squalor, ugliness and sheer grinding nasiiness of prisoa, which
for superstitious reasons we inflict on prisonens, fomm the
daily working environment of gaclers. Any campaken to betlos
the living conditions of prisoners is sutomaticaly 8 campalgn
abso to better the working conditions of prison officers — a fac!
that came within an sce of explicil tecognition in August 1979
when (he protest of some of the prsapers ol Peierhead
maximum pecurity prison  agatnst  what  they  comédersd
inhumanity was sccompanied by objections from piison officen
to the place’s material sesdiness.

Al soon us restraint B relessed from the oppressicn and
secrecy of preseniday prisons, society will for the [int time
hase a fair chance of scquinng information sbout those wolent
people whom at prosent we can cnly fabel, 55 2 confession of
our ignorance, with words like ‘psychopath’, To its non-violent
criminals, sociely could, onpce it stops threaiening them with
prison, offer therapy in the only condtion {that §6, freadom )
where it has a fsir chance of warking and thus o fair chance o
genuinely protecting society irem cmme, Bol & nask fo e
universal application of therapy would mot work, bécause i
would mol be ressopable, The advanizge I Cesegregating
criminals is that ft penmits ressonable discussion betwedn them
and the rest of society. Dne cautionary lesion demonstrated by
Women's Lib is how much therapeutic breath used to be wested
in helping women ‘adjust to the feminine role,” orly for it 1o
{um out later that the supposed patients were perfecty all raghi,
it being the role that was wroag, A reasonable discussion with
criminals implies not only that the criminals may be persuaded
by soclety but (fal soclety is open (o becoming convtneed that
thee eriminals are right,

7
Sockety has quite often lul 1o

sdmit this gfter the event,
when ii has changed its mna oo 00 laws or & whaole regime,
The change in 1960 of the law shout gambling, sad in 1967 of
that abowt male hosozexusl acis, shifted large groups of peopie
owernight from the criminal clases into the innocent classes,
Likewise, the clhssic ironic joke of the end of empire is that the
wbversive whom the coloniatists perfectly legally imprisoned
returms 1o the colonial capital as honoured gaest and respocied
edder statesman.

To open discussions with criminals might put saciety in the
way of bearning comparable social lesors more quickly, If it
ghould tum out that Prerre-Joseph Prowdhon was rght when he
pronounced that property is theft, then the burglars wuffering in
our prisons are, if not innocent, ol jeast no more gailty than the
awners of the safes they burgied, It may be that the bulk of our
prison population comsists of unconsclous sad unwitting
revolutbonaries, whose faflure 15 & breach of democmcy rather
than of sny specific and sbsolute moral law, Thieves are
concerned, like most respectable politicians and all ambitious
bugimess men, to effect a re-distdbution of wealth, Thedr offence
consisis of faillng to obfain their fellowcitizens” agreement
before going into sction.

The commen, saloon-bar reprosch that a thief is a workshy
person who wants something for nothing carries & suspicion of
maral amblgeity in sockety that runs on capital and interes!
{("Put your mongy to work for you') and gets much of is
entertainment from gambling, whenos, with uck, you may get
something for cemarkalbly little, To label the thiel a cominal
seems direct hyporerisy in a society where a rich person’s child
may lawially get o forane for, précely, nothing beyond belng
his parent’s child, an exploit that required nelther work,
thought nor moral rectitude on his part, To condemn the thief
to piecemesl desth in prison is so cruel & 1o suggesl that it is
society which is belaving criminally.

As Mirs Hushabye (Lady Utterwood's sister) exclaims in
Heartbreak House, 0h, we con’ bhury a man alive foF ten years
for a fow diwmonds.”

Copyright 1979 Brigid Brophy.
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FOOTNOTES

q

OF the 31 906 males ‘received’ into prson in England and
Wales in 1977, only 7599 had no previops sentence. [n
Seoland im the same vear, of o total of 9021 people sent
in prisen, 7024 ious seniences, Of those, 3 492
had hetween Tour and ten sentenced, {Anmeal Abstract of
Sradisii HS0, P70

il ple

A percemtags of 95 ta 97 was cited by Ken Murmy and
jicted in an interview in The Guardian, 13 Augsst 1979,

Tire Times, 15 Awgust 1972, reported group therapy at
Crendon Underwood but also growup hyphaosas at

Wwakeileld, hormone implants a1 Wormwood Scmubs, bram
surgery ot Parkhusst, and drugs and electro-convulsion a1
pthesr prisons, See also The Abobitionisi, Summer 1979,

Shomer Chelord English Ehﬁlllrl;u':.

Derrick Sington and Giles Mayiair: Crime, Punishment
anid Cure, p, 99 (Secker and Warburg, 1963)

Sunday Timess, 6 Augest 1972

E. Roy Calvers: Capital Punishment in the Twenticth
Cemtury, . 10 (Putnam’s, 5th edition, 1936)

The first English execution in private was in 1868 (klid,
1] ]

The Letters of Oscar Wilde, p. 509510 (edited by R
Hari-Duvi, Hart-Davii, 1967)

Man and Superman (The Revolutionists Handbook)

Witholaws Peviner: The Builldings of Engand: Lomdon,
177 [ Pengiin, 1952

Total pet expenditure on prisons, England and Wales
1976/ T: L2I9 853 000, (Annual Abstract of Statistics,

Estimmated UK population, 1977: 18 668 000 females and
V7 LB D00 males, (Anmus] Abstrect of Statistics, 1979)

The nomBer of women senienced for indiciable ufiences
in Engdand snd Wekss in 1977 wag aboul ooe fifith of the

number of men. {Amnual Abstrscl of Skhatistics, 1979)

gophe (coucerning England and Wals) oocur on
sl 59 Biitmin in Figaces, by Alan F, Sillitce

In 1977 for England and Waless the ratlo of offences

comcoming violence agalain (he person 10 the total
number of Indscrable offences recorded By e podics was
R271 o X365, (Ammusl Abstract of Statzilcs, 1973

Ciaff-to<tudent ratlo of 1 to 7.5 [n UK universities anu
polytechnics quoted from Dr Rhodes Boysen, Daily
Telegraph, I3 Aogust 1979, Daily sverage nomber ol
prison inmates in year ended March 1977: 4] 548,

{repont on the Work of the Prisn Department, HMSC,
19771 Number of prison stafi, excleding education and
probation officers, ete. | Janwary [976: (Prizons snd the
Prisoner, HMS0, 1977)
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SEX IN PFRISON
—_—sr—w————

The Prison Department {8 the law enfopcement body that
'-,.:i.-]:\s Bt leasl 40000 people inside pclla] ingiitunons in
Britain. This captivily |s achieved by an elaborate system of
rules that can punish undesirable behaviour In fact the nubs
are claborate and fexible encugh to cover almost any aspect
of hwuman behaviour if deemed necesgary,. Upe examplie &
sgaual behaviour, Sex in prison, as outside, & often ignosed
om an officlal level. However, it B not just a pretence of
nbcety, in fact, all sexusl acts in prison ame iflegal. The
opportunity for energy melease by heterosexunl means is
ol y rli:urlg.- nonexistand, Homosexuality when officilly
apprehended i dealt with stdcdly and masturbation is also an
offence.

My information has been gathered and my opinions
formed as a result of observations made while working in 2
prisom for some vears and by comversations with o few
prisanen who [ managed to make friends with, in spite of
baing a paychologst. As o female in an all male prison | have
been the object of vanous graffiti scrawled on my office dom
and ohscene dr;mnp it through the jetter box pot 1o
mention a few propositions, It became apparent that a lot of
sexy thinking was going on and | was the subject of & fow
phantasies, thoogh 1am stil not absolotedy cerlain whether
the commumnications came from inmates or staff. What then
does the sexual behaviour among prisoners consist of o |
underetand j1?

To start with bomosexuality: although in prson there
wre vasl numbers of men living together in a very limited
space, sometimes for many years, the exient of
homosexuality is mot great. It is mainly restricted to already
practising gays, o few bisexual studs who do not mind the
[t h-eing known and othern who try 1o h.e-:-p- it et CH ten
homosexnal encounters are withoal emotional invalvement
and aided by the use of visual material g, a female pinap
maned on the man’y back. However, there ame love affairs
quartels and jealousy, communications by lowe notes und
romantic rendezvous in the chapel, On the whole there iz 8
strict social taboo aginst homosexuality, it is not very good
for status and great sligma is in store for those caught at it
Positian on the status hicran;h:,-' is Guile imporiant as it may
modifly your sccess to certain commuodities, and being gay
can be a threat to g male prisoners status and position,
Diespite this the actual prison homosexuals, some of whom
acquire make-up, dye their hair ete., are fakly well sccepied
and do not pet beaten up as bong as they keep their distance
Thus there is a small core of praciising homosexaals and
there is also a small core of fetihists,

The universsl outlet is masturhation, Bearing in mind how
long prisoness spend in their cells, cspecially al the beginning
of a long sentence, and the kind of mental tensions produced
by merely being in prison over and above the natural sex
Wrge, then WwWAnking cam hocome quiln an Empeoartanmt
occupation. |1 might be saved up for a special treat a1 night,
or carried out several times & day. Sometimes the hahit
reaches obseional proportions and p:iulﬂru undergn
purtanical sell’ purges 1o try znd cure it. Perhaps at firm
masturostion may be just 3 necessary physical releass b
with ttme boredom and depression undoubtedly become
prwerful motivations, It becomes 8 frantic activity wnd
miental stimulation is needed to o preat degree, In the absence
of sensual stimulation the mind takes over and becomes very
inventive. Elsborste sewusl phaniasies develop in order 1o

achieve erection. | am not really able 1o elaboraie on this ay
se% is not usually discussed among prisoners o an;rﬂum;_hul
a superflcial level, such as . . . ‘brussy birds | lave known”

ar. . . ‘I'd like to give that now welfare bird a sesing 107, ,
Masiurbation I8 not openly discussed and only mentloned
o me by prisoners when we have established o far amount

of trust

AR Teun Mavwse



The peripheral alds to stimulation are numerous, It might
be armaged for 2 girl 1o visit you wearing no knlckers, or
having o detailed verbal sex encounter on a wvisii, Probably
the most important is pormography, which s the focus of
much underground social activity, These is the ‘soft porn’
condoned by the sathorities such as Playboy and Mayiair
ie. W. H. Smith material, There are Sofi pom® kings who
coliect and save pin up matenial and supply it 1o other cons.
They are held in low esteem but tolerated because of the
meed for this commodity. “Hard pom’ as it is illegal is rane
and requires pood organization to get it inside. Thus it staris
off in the hands of the highest status cons the ‘chaps', and is
purclased with tobaceo, In fact there s o fair amount of
wisual sex materiad Nloating around mabe prisons and tolerated
by prison officers to & cerimin exteni, probably bescuose
they like 1o get a look ot it themselves. Many cell walls and
floorn are welloovered with pin ups and cuntamapazines,
Written material s also popular and there is o small cotiage
brsustry of pomy stories and drwings,

Having given aa realistic a description ss | am able (o, it is
necessary fo say something about the stmosphere in which
pexudl behaviour occurs, Fimt there B the legal aspect.
Officially sex fx corsidered undesinable, diny, cornipt and
cennot be allowsd in a daciplinary regime, The rabes are
made clear when a4 person enters prison, [t does not often
happen but & prisoner can be nicked for wanking and is lable
1o lose 8 few days priveliges on adjudication,

Priveliges in prison, by the way , are what remains of basic
human righis, like being able 1o talk 1o other people, food
other fhan bresd and water, access 1o books, bedding.
Anyway the offence is covered by the rule aboot “offening
against good order and discipline.” I ks not usually camied
this fur but the fact remaing that no prisoner wanis (o be
found out. A prisoner’s position is degrading enough, but to
be caught wanking by o screw s not desirable and they do
have a habit of entering the cell or having a peep through the
spyhole unexpectedly.

The other coniribution fo the simosphere i the
prijonens” inability to sericudy admit to oeal senual
[rastrations, and how they deal with it, not Lo mention guilt.
| have been told that just before locking up at night thereisa
real wamic to get hold of some julcy visual sids, A
comvermtion might go like this:-

A, ot anything o réad Fred?”
B, *¥eh, want swmething bomy "'
A, M0 ot really, (sl something bight, s mag, or something.”

to which B produces bt pite of megazing mimus the ones
he does not want 1o lose, lwee 8 an overt denlal of sexual
peed: however, prisoners do not condemn each other for
their individual outiels, The posone: [esls ahamed of his
way-oul phanissies and sexunf hebits and sees Rimasl ad
dirty, sordid and perverted. His wife or giflfiend i hoaght
much oo nice 1o be included and he weuald be degading hey
if she wus anywhere in the muiurbation phantssies snd
anyway they soon cedse to he stmuining enough. Real
women and real refationships become disconnected from
sex *This is apgravaied by nules such i no iRtimacy being
allowedd in betters, Overall then, the sexus! stmosphere i
vary furtive, subversive and overwhelmed by fears.

%ex for the majority of men in poson is @ mechanical
miotion of the hr:l:f-dlh a vasl amount of mentsl imagery.
There i3 no tosch, smell, love or sensations from another
rmm and most of the body is motionless and not involved.
t may oecur lways well under the blanket with & magaring
for company and in @ stale of constant prepasation for
anybody Lo appear, The prisorer & forced to behave sexually

in & way thal makes him feel degradod.

Obviously this does not apply only to prisoners and a lot

of what | have said spplies in 1 broader context, However

£ in prison do not have a lot of anything in their favour
and there is nothing really to help compensale for an alm s
complete loss of sexual freedom,

i ha then when they get out! In pme ches
impotence, Il only for & kmited time. Many men after o long
time in prison find they are unable 1o maintain an erection
in intercmarse with thelr wife or any woman in fset, and they
do not get arcised by the noomal stimuli they used 1o,
Prisoners' own (heories sbout this are that dhey have
developed needs for extremely perverted meams of excitation
gnd thai these are incompatible with the expectations of
their Britlsh Standand wives, He wants to fuck her, can’,
s he feals bad, he tries 1o get her interested in some of his
ideax, she does not like it and gets upset, he Feels even worse
because he thinks be has cormapted her - and 4o on, Thus
there is 4 breakdown in the relationship he has been clinging
onto [or so long,

It seems thart 1o cope with the situation of in prison,
sex has to be something far removed from relationships,
Ralationships are something ckie, and they also borome
distored, Contact with people in prison i of o limited kind
and subject 1o clsborate defences, comtructed for survival,
Trust does not ahound ever between cons and il amyone
needs love and combort theres not mach of it about, The

he knew or wants to know in the outside waodd
¢ phantasy charscters and when “freedom’ is tested out
it may not measure up Lo expeclalion,

Sex s one illustration of the effects of imprisonmeont

nt for a criminal act is a very invalved process.

o sum up; however hung up about sexual relationships a
person is when he i sentenced, he certainly will not b any
betier off when he pets out, and probabiy a lot wome.

Fara Whitleck

Fit's Aes
PR o ovEa MATTERS
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SEX FROM THE INSIDE

A Former prisoner using experience ‘drown from a Biree year
senitence perved @t thres London ond fuwe locel (s tifutions,
wiel spertndag cuer four years' ndds his personal experience on
ser [nwde,

Sox i sublimaed 1o 5 wide degree, Perfume on leftens & a
cummot-place stimolus of the sex urge. Thomegs are
coraidered fuvenile and the closésl most men get (o sex of
any kind @5 o furfive grope in the visiting rooms. There ane
{abvious) homosesual. in prisons. and a few men have
physicst cnarscs enih tem. A fow becaiase ‘the girl’ ame




invariably placed in singhe calls, and clise encounters of the
toflet type are impossible, because of the hali-doon fiited to
all cubicles. The number of sexual riationships between men
would rise mapidly if tollet cubicles were buill 10 human
rather

than to 1l iputian dimensions: |f sex could be done and not
be seen to be done. Not all prisoners wank discreetly,
indeed not all prisoners wank, but all subscribe 1o the view
that wanking i not a diease; probably the only subject on
which there would be a unanimous agreement if a2
questionnaire of sexual practices were distributed amorgst
her majesty s cond,

Lave is & much more kmportant part of the emotional
makeup of cons than sex, part of the feedback from the
ungonschous acceptance that sex is the one thing excluded o
all prisoners, and while some cong lalk essily of loving thein
fellow cons there i fittle done to establish sexual contact,

The requirements of the body are realised by the prison
department only to the extent of providing basic food,
bedding and work, and inadequate toilet facllities. The mind
i dightly hetter provided for, with the availability of books,
and evening classes. Exencie and drowing books may e
obtained: Each book is lisble to censomship before it leaves
the prison, and one of the home otfice rules relating 1o
inmates” use of these books goes something like this: “his
book i3 to be used for private mudy/education * purprss
only, It may not be wsed for any pomogaphle writing,
poetry or prose, nor amy obscene drawing” {"deleic &

Homanticism, if not setively encournged, 8 avcepled a8
the nommal outlet for man/woman feelings. A drawing of &
nude figure with an evection would he ohacene egualiv, with
any depicting female sex-organs.

That segregation from women plavs o ke rer! (R
anti-authoriarian acts can be sece from what, inside, &
conddered 1o be the depth of insalt to prison staff. ihat & fo
sy [0 a prison officer: “there's & Lig nigger kacdng o0
your wife, . . of course, jis not always ‘nagee’, bat that &
the mosl common, simply because (hat I the widest spread
hate among (he prison population,

Another question msked when 5 pmson officer ix being
more difficult than usual s ‘what's wp with kim? he couldnt
get his leg over last night’ even the coma’ name for prisom
officers; ‘screws’ has sexual connotations, The exhibitbomsm
of conk it far outstripped by the voyeursm of thelr guarnds,
whose eveballing activities are carred out when the cons are
most Hkely 1o be undressed — in the mornmg.

Makedness i nol frowned on i prison {2 con b gven
prison clothing only after he has surrendered his own, snd
on his release he can only colbeat his own clothing if b hes
handed back the prison lsue.) But contact between naked
meen i forbidden,

The proposed castration of convicted 1apists by u North
Americar SLals Appelrs As AN SCOMOMC measind, i AT
to impese permant celibacy In place of the tompomry
celibacy of prison. In effect it comes 4 an eartensian ol the
major restriction of prisor, implemented by sowry -
heterosexual activity.

It is not uncommon for the foam-rubber martcises i un
English prison cell to have grinshaped holes, plucke out Ty
fmen in an effort to relieve the sexual lrustrations of snfom.ed
celibacy, and the weeldy buth is o regulsr cullel, with
feckings heightened by the contscl of wann water, and the
sofiness and perfume of soap,

mmh.nimhﬂm!nmm-n[mlrmﬂ senilal
fulfillment in prsons, the prison depariment actually
engendering deviani pracieces,

Ceonge

SEXISM INSIDE

Inside, rape is the ultimate form of brutality between the
men, Since prison life excludes ihe fanale & a victim of male
sexual violence, prisoners find victims in other men, very
often, men who are non-threslemng, non-viclent | young and
aften gy,

Men who rape other men use ihe same tactics to gain
sexual, physical domination over thelr wictims as againsi
women and attack men who are less likely or able to defend
themsclves. Men who arent gay wpon emiering prison but
become involved sexually with another man often still view
gays as perverted and contemptible. Usually the viclence i a
tectic used by stronger men to secure 3 “kid” sex alave and
claim ownership over ‘desirable’ young (gay) men. Ov they
may use a less physical, more subtle form of coercion o el
this relationship. It's all the same game, though.

Two years ago at Washington State Penltentiary — Walls
Walla, & number of prisoners formed a group, Men Against
Sexism, whose intention was to destroy the basier system
for exploitation of gay and physically weak prisoners, Men
Againat Sexdsm held meetings 10 discuss sexism kn & personal
way, as well as set sirategies on specific problems Inside, For
example, 1) secure afe’ cells for vulnerable prisoners, 2)
pull gay and passive prisoners out of Protective Custody and
provide them with support and protection, ) held regulas
maetings Lo raise consciousness around soxism with tivpics
like rape and male/ female stereotyping.

Men Agalnst Sexism incleded both gay and nongay men,
us well 2t both black and white prisoners. But since the groug
began he ritwation ai Walla Walla has sitered ignificantly,
Wity the wave of boml discoveries and escape attempis in
oemmer T8, the mathroitics have used every cxguse 1o clamp
dawn on goups like MA, §, and destroy them whereves
pesibbe. Dude Lee Ray, govenor of Washington, decided that
thie unrest st (he prison wes due to 4 iberal administration
allowing <he preoners too much freedom and fired the stafl
1, Walla Walla, replacing them with an oldsiyle represive
adminstration These changss Save served 1o evaporate Men
Agninst Sexism far ihe tase being,

Theie are no rape crisde centres behind bar and most
victims are Torced to sccepl ihe consequences of the stiscks
gver snd over again, From ope pritoner: “The long t=mm
effocts in many people are the inability fo fee! emobons,
depersonalization, suspicion of cther people’s motives in
forming friendships and blind hate aganst the system which
made the rape possible ! 17 ihe rape sictim reports the aitack
ta the suthorities he i facing the risk of being killed by his
attscker. This 5 why many men resign themseives fo
proteciive custody wnlis — the jsolatm a2 least givis them
physical protection,

LOVE & STRUGGLE

Prisom suppart groups on the outside have not been able 1o
lcamm more than 8 friction of what goes on inside ssound
el wviolence and gay oppression, Prisoners and siaff are
reluctaml to disouss what is really going down, But it’s 1imme
shat Goth inside and outside people thought about how we
are all manipulated through conditioned sexuality, too. If
nubody wants to submit 1o the force of the guards then why
sould anyone submit to the Plan 10 keep the prisoners
fiphting each other, mot acting as equals and just basicaily
reproducing all of society s crip.

Prisoncrs wanting to form Men Against Sewism groups
could et peophe to pass in infomation from Rick English, a1
Box 530, Watlz Walls Pen in Washingion state or jus #larl
rapping together to see whi could happen.

from The Kive, Summer 1979, o



SCREWED
From Yol | Mo 5 of “Anarchist Black Drapon’

The gusnds of the Oregon State penitentiary have 3 fres
run o do anything they want, any time they wmni, and to
snyone they want,

The prisen sdminisiration has worked hard and long for
several years to conditin the pubiic and the prisoners of

that the keepers” form of nonsense i rational thought.

For years the keepers have told prisoners sccused of prison
infractioss that they may have witnesses testify on their
heshalf before the prison disciplinary committee, as long & the
witnesses are nol inmates, wafl membern, or other permons.
That doesn’t make sense, bul no ons objects in the free world,
the only hope prisoness have,

The prison admindstration backs the actions of the guards,
whether the guards beat, mace, torture, destroy mail, etc. ad
megeum, and recantly the pdminisimation gave guards the right
i use prisoners i sex ohjects,

The president of the guards union, a nine year employee,
and one of the most visible guards to both prisoners snd stafy,
way caught having sex with a prisoner in his private, locked
office. He was nol prosecuted, the excuse being that the lows
of Oregon, indeed the lhws of the Unlted Siates Constitution
opply only where the prison administration wants them 1o
apply. Guands can bresk the law with impunity except in
ELLIEME CASeS,

Imaging o prisoner craving drugs beang offered drugs, drugs
in abundance and & steady wupply of dmgs, if he will go along
with the guard, That gives you some ides of free chabce in 2
prison environment. lmagine a wordd whene @ giard can make
of break a prisoner's record of ‘sdjustment” and thereby decide
if the prisoner will spend extra years ln prison. That gives you
om ides of ‘ronsenting adults,' Imagine a world where a guard
has goddike powers — he decides where the prisoner lives, who
lives next to him, how the prisomer i clothed, when the
prisoner is allowed extry time oul of his cell — and that gives
vou a shight idea of the refationship betwesn prisomer and
guard,

This sdministration hes long covered for an unregulated
prison stalf (The lewsuit of the Prisoners Legal Services spans
three years and includes several boxes of evidence) The
silminlstration has devised a complex system of coveraps
for their every acthon, incheding methods to manipulate state
ard federal officials to cover for them. (See “Prison, wol |,
issue 1) The administration has now gone one slep further -
guards hove now been given free reign on any peisomer thal
excites himn

There is no other prison in the wond hike Oregon’s priion,
Let us pray there never will be.

Donald Danford
PHIL RUFF — i ! MONTHS [N SOLITARY

Pril Ruff, an onarchist and “Black Flag' contrbuicr
cartoonist for some years, has now been o prison for akmost
two years. Having spent some tome in Wommwood Scrubs Phil
was sant 0o Gartree, o long-term prison in the Midlands, This
had the advantage of scessibility for his aged parents 1o viat
and being & long-term prizon abio had fecillities 1o smable
Phil o pumse studies (he thought of wking an ‘Open
University’ course.) Visiting conditions for Phil ot Gariree
were comgartively reasonshle: canteen oype facilities; no
screws bresthing down your neck throoghtout the wisit: up
w two hours per vilt, and more. (These canicen-typs
facilities did exist in Brixton Prison {or résnand prisonens but
now, for some unknown reason, the visiting factities cons
of a corfdor with tables close fomcther and prisowers

e

Phil waa kept in Dusham in solitary conflinement until
eardy this year when he was moved to Armley jall in Leeds —
bt he is saill being kept in soditary.

Phil described Durham prison a3 what he thought to be
the wonst of o bad lot. The cells were so small that when
standing wp it was impossible to stretch your arma oul and
library books had to be piled against the cell door to keep
the mice owi, Other prisoners in Dutham were on hunger
strike agsims the conditions there. Phils leters were
subjecied to riporous  censorship, including letters 1o '
salicitor, In fact, rather than censor bits out of his letic. e
prisan authorties kept his letters on fle and didny o
them owt nor return them to Phil. We hope that more deiu
of the conditions in Durham prison wil be brough! o
into the open. Phil wrote a twelve page letter, describing <
conditions thers but this was not of coure allowed o

Since the Gartree fot, Phil has been held in solita -
eonflnement on ‘Rule 43, He hasn't been charged wit!
anvthing arising out of the ol This rale allows for th
segregation  of priscners without any offence being
committed. I i5 used in cases whete prisoners are separale.
from the others ‘for their pwn gead” 0w for
wprstation by the govemnsr o s order and
discipling’. Although this order hae 10 be repewed regulardy
by & magistsate it |s ofien abused snd o in Phil's case, allows
for a prisoner to be held for & year or even years in solitary
withoul even belng found guilty of any offence,

Solitury confinement b used in British prisoms as 3 form
of torture — both peychodogical and physical, It consists of
13 hours s day in 5 cell, slone, with no comtact with other
prisongms and often there & no contact even with the screws;
one hour exercice uswally in s cape, exclusion from all priscn
activities (no classes, TV etc.); restricted visits; restricted
books, papen, letters, The reality of solitary confinement ks
that 3 person has oo sockal contact or communication what
s0 ever, the being to iiolste and comequently break
the priseners's identity and io confuse himfher in order to
weaken resistence.

There are namensus examples of prisoners being pat o
solitary confinsment of ‘on the block® due to their political
beliefs, Almosi all of the 80 Iish Republican prisoners in
Engiund as well as other beft sctivists spend 8 great dead of
their sentences in solitary because the State wants (o eparata
them from the majorty of the prison population so = 1o
avodd &n even stronger politicization of prisoners in general,

Letters to Phil, expressing solidarity, can be sent to:
BA35IT
o H .M, Prison,
Armley,
Leeids.
Beioiw & an uniitled poem by Phil Ruff A number of his
earinons are elto in this Gswe of the A bolitiondsi .

W alled sroand the boundery

Fenced inside the wall

"nemvaras tuming, sentinal and sinister

Iy gy vimy doubie-bolicd box

[ it spratching litte moments of my lie
Piclang the scabs from desines

Being sationd, growing older. . . .
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By BRYAN RIMMER

SILENT HELL OF
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WOMAN PRISON ACTIVIST
RAFED BY GUARD

Below is part of a letter sent 1o the Torch/La Antorcha
concemning the rupe of Shirley Keller, an active member of
the Lucasville 14, In the past, to protest the complete denial
of human rghts to prsoners, the group wrote ower 7,500
jetters 1o government officials and conducted a hunger strike,
When this failed to get sesualts, they seni their own cut-aff
fingers to U5, officals and the Soviet Mission to the LN 54
far their active resistance has been met with brutality,
'“--"-F"C'fl: confinerment, forced hospitalization and drugEng,
wolation — and now rape!

ear Tosch,

As you know, Shitkey Jean Keller 5 one of a group of
prisoners krown a8 the Lucasville 14, having renounced her
citizenship in Avgest 1977, She has been fghting with =
ever since

he government took costody of Shirkey, and moved her
ta a federal prison in an sttempt 1o break her away Trom us
she wiz fmst teken o Alderson. West Virpamize, She
contimued to organize while there. She was then moved 1o
Messanton, Californis, the same prison that Patty Hedrst was
i

Shirley was recently muped by a male gl a1 Pleasamis
and as @ resolt i@ pregnant! When Shirley reported that she
had besn raped she was thrown in the hole in an attompt (o
force her Into sence, and force her to consent b0 @n
abortion, and she has refused hath

The media in Cabilormia gol onto i1, and & rado siabon
got In to imterview her, and she told it ke it was, She was
then moved, along with another woman prisoner who was a
witness to the rape, to 8 county jail im San Francisco, A
couple of lawyers and some Bay Ama political scivists
called a prem conference for her, and some people from
Congressman  Dellums® office got In 1o speak with her

Yesterday | received another letter from Shisley telling
me that she has been moved again, this time 10 8 men’s
federal prison tn San Dhego, and she and her wilness are belng
kept In an molstion unit there. She only gots out of her cell
45 mimutes a day, and they are pressimg her Lo abort, eod she
B still refusing and statitmg that she wanti (o leawe 1he
country snd lave the baby

Hxchard Armstrong
Luscasville 14
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WORMWOOD SCRUBS
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The following i from a Prop pres release (270h Sepi. 79)

On 31st Augost prisoners in D Wing mt Wommwood Serubs
were subjected 10 an unprecedenied ssaaull by an organised
riod forge of prison officers — 300 itrong. Since that date the
prison has been under the strictest secunity. For o fortnight
there was a complete ban on family visiis and sccess (o the
wing itself was denbed to ancllary stafl working within vhe
prison, Qutside wyen and probetion officens were unsble
1o contact their clients and cases, The restrictbon were
commented wpon in the press and there have also been low
key mepors of & prsoners' demosstration In some
pewspapers. But the security blanket has been sufficient to
smother news of the scale and the serfous implications of
whiat has occusned,

Even now many prisonsrs sre receiving visits behind glass
and large pumbers of prisoners continue to be transferred
without notice (6 prisons in other parts of the country. The
eerioigneag of what has hoppened has been clear to us for
some weeks and most pewspapers are well gwure of the
concern that we have voiced ma to the whersabouts and
wellbeing of many individual prisoners reported to us as
having been injured,

The information now o hand i of violence on the scale
of the aftermath of the 1976 Hull rdot, inflicted in the
presence of genbor officers of both governor and uniform
grades, and administered by a regional, and mevbe national,
force of trained and dot<equipped prison officers. Even if
this force had not been lauwnched nto action in so violent &
munner, ity very existence — unssncttonesd by Padisment and
unannounced by Government — rasises Bsues which place
recent ovents o! Wormwood Scrubs in a claw of their ows
amongst recent penal developmeists,

On 13th Aogust prisoners were promised by the Covernor
that they would meceive 3 reply within two weeks 10
complaints they had made about increasingly restrictive
conditions and the curtailment of privileges. On the 315t
the third anniversary of the Hull dot = after the two weeks
had elapsed without any seply belng glven, prison offices
entered the cells of D Wing prisonens and removed plastic
waicr bottles (used by prisoners & dodil-yoomsell weight
fifting equipmeni). They sccompanied this neediess
provocation with threats of 57 you wamt & fight, well gve
i e’

At Spm |92 prisoners in [ Wing refused to go up to the
landings and staged a pesceful demonstration in protest al
the deterorating satuation,

At Tpm there was a tannoy call for *F group to report o
contral’, With hindsighe, it now seems likely thal this was
cither the rallying call for the assemsbled forces of ammed
prisofi officers fo muster, or for the Wormwood Scrubs
contingent 1o poin that fonce,

D Wing prisoners had no knowledge of this massing of
forces, Their sit down was confined 10 the sdministrative and
mecredibonal arcas and lsndings, and the celk themsslves,
which slone would offer gight and soupd of what was
developing outside, were locked, But we have gince received
many repars from C Wing prisoners of the massive bulld up
which took plece at thin time, Alarmed by the stamping in
the yard, these C Winpg prisoners climbed onto chalr or onts
the hot water pipes which run along the end of the cels o
that they could look out of the windows, Vardous reportd
spoke of ‘hundreds”, 300" or 900" prison officers forming up
in rapks of four, All agreed on their dress and equipment —

helmets, visors, padded jackets and goves, and lopg staves —
mot (e normal prison offlcer’s baton, These are the weapons
which the I} Wing prisoners, taken by surprise a few hours
later, were to describe as ‘pickaxe handles®,

Twao officers stood in the yard with notebooks, 10 take
details of the cell locallon of any C Wing prisoper who
tooked out of his own window, These prisoners were pleced
on report and have subsequently been dealt with — with up
to I8 days loss of privileges and removal from assoclation,
We have also just heard, frosn two quite weparsle sources,
that bricks and stones Mrom a small bullding or comstruction
ares at one end of the yard were harded up at the windows =
further discouragément.

At 10 pm two squads of 50 helmeted prison officers flung
open ithe énd gates of the wing and stormed in, lashing out
with sigves ol prisoners who wete sitting peaceabie, many of
them playing cards, chess or dominoes. We have been told
that one Irish prisoner, reported 1o us vasable as Tony
Lynch or Ron Lynch, was playing chess with has back to the
gates i they were flung open, He was felled by 3 heavy Mow
from o ‘pickoxe handle® and repeatedly beaten while prisan
officers ran past him to attack other prisoners.

Seversl sendor staff membens of D Wing were pretsnt
during the asuait — notably the Assistant Governor Gregory
Smith and PO (Principal Odficer) Hutchinson, We
understand that spother assistant governor was g0 shocksd
by the artack that he has applied for an immediate transfer,
We are pwaiting confinmation of reports we have recelved of
the behaviour of individusl named officers before making
such details kaown,

We are prepared to name PO (Principal Officer)
Tomlinson as having given evidence in the subsequent
pdjudications on D Wing prisaoners, Though 3 member of the
Wormwood Scrubs stafl he is not, in fact, a D Wing officer,
His sppearamce ns o witness on =0 many adjudications
suggests that he was one of the external foree,

At least some of the Wing's own regular stalf, who had
remained within the wing during the demomstration, some of
them chaiting and joking with prisoners, were appalied at the
mvage way in which the peaceful sit down was broken up,
Wo have accounty of these prison officers hurniedly opening
cell doors 5o that prisoners could get out of the way of ther
charging, velllng colleagues. As many as ten prisoners piled
into some cells and tried 1o haold the dooss against their
pttacken,

Al the same time a5 the main fonce was breaking inio the
wing at ground bevel, other squads, each of 20 or 30, came
into the wjng from the spiral staircase (wimel Spirances a1 the
end of each landing, It & on the landings that priscners were
forced to run the gauntet az the ran to and fro to find an
unlockad cefl, Those that were in cells were drgped out 1o
be beatem and we have reports that eenlor officers were
emongst those who selected which prisoners to haul oul.




. have been told by guite separate sources that one
prisoner, Mick {or Weck) Walters (or Waters), a crippled polio
victim with @ useless foot, was ordered by prson officers to
fic down. He was then repeatedly besten and kicked, A
senior officer, one of those walking along the landings
identifying prisoners to be dragged out of their cells end
beaten, actually had 1o sep over Walters to do so,

Another disabled prisoner, Patrick Hacketl, wa reported
i having been knocked down, kicked =nd beaten, Like
other Irsh prisoners he was singled out for special vintence,
Last wesk we appealed for information about an unknown
Asian prisoner who had been last soen, by fellow prisoners
subsequently moved clsowhere, lying motionless, Mexding
from kicks to the hesd, We now believe this prisoner to heve
been Baju {or Ranfi) Patel.

Information passed on from one privon officer — and we
have no means of judging the motives or sccuracy of this
report — stated that 69 prisoners were injured badly enough
to require medical attention and than 26 sequired stitche,
dui this general picture fits in with prisansre’ reports of sixty
injured and with the preliminary lst of 28 names which we
had already compled by the | 5th Septenber

Ancither prison officer has stated that the dot force came
from Brixton, Wandsworth and Pentonville &1 well & form
the Scrubs itsell, He said thet 500 prison officers codld have
besn called wpon i wanted. A eomparson of the various
reporis which have 50 far reached us suggests that in fact
300 prison officers arrived in cosches and that between |70
and 300 made the actusl ssssult on D Wing, (he remainces
heing kept in réserve.

RAF PRESS STATEMENT

Radical Ahemnatives to Prison wishis fo join with othen in
calling for an independent public Inguiry into the sericus
gvenis which took place i Weonwood Scrubs on Angust
Jlst. We are appealing (o the All-Party Parliamentary Peal
Affairs Group to take immediaie sieps to asceriain lrom ths
resporaible suthoritizs  the  [ollowing  Infommoiion
1 Was the use of a squad of prson officers to sssualt
prisomers af Wormwood Scrubs sanctioned by anyvine
whao is accountable for that decision?

2 If that decision was sanciionsd are these in posklions
of public responsibility content to allow such activity
ter hee carmied out bn owr prisons?

3 If the decision was taken a1 Wormwood Serubs by a

person or group of people who weee not given the
authority 1o sct In this way, are the persan 0r people
concerned going 1o be idenfifisd and charged
appropriately?

RAPF 5 concerned thed our prsons ae no lomper wider
affiactive contral.

THE [RISH POW BULLETI

The Bulletin of the Irsh Political Prisoners in Britain faies:.

4 Republican POW's held in D" Wing, were moved oud afte
the assaults. . . Gerry Young to Durham, Stephen Mordonne
1o Stragiwayi, Roy Wakh 1o Wandswadrih and Mhil Sheirdan
10 Winchestre | Herts,” The Bullovin sise meptions the woumb
inflected on Roland Lysch which ‘resulted in 3 preat loss of
hiood®, He has lost 3 month’s remission

The Guardian® [(11th Oet 1979) reported that training in
riot comtred techrique for prison officers had been started
in Feb, 1978, The firsl public indication of tha Tong-term
Home OfTice programmie’
Wormmwieod Sorubs,

egmerged om Augusl 3014 al

Mow Sigtesman 17 Oct 1979

Anna Coote:  “The M s collected information from §
different sources, including relations, fnends and lawyerns of
1 'Wing Pli."u.ll'll.':'\ and other individuals wha ere closely
involved with prison, Thelr reporis tally in almosd svery
respect aad i up 10 an astonlshlng sceount of uwdprovoiked
radence’

‘A sepior police afficer haa now been appalnied o
mvslagate Sflggationd of crimnal sctivity, @t Womwood
Scrubs’,

A man called Burmy has lost an eye’. "One paychol ogis
{at fhe prisomy volced the hope that pAicnes who bad been
imjured would ger begal ald. Few doubt that these will b
further violence
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HULL PRISON
e
Following the use by the Guardian® on Awgust 11th of
material smupgged owt of Hull prison by Irich republican
prisoners and sent 1o RAP, we were sent by Tom Shareatt
of that newspaper & letter. It read:

It & correct that conditions are a8 described in the letter
cither in your hands or the RAP, The prisoners there ane
refusing to accept visits from their familics until conditions
of visitd improve, We are most defimitely of the opinion that
the governor is maling over this and not mersdy the Home
Office a5 comditions are not lke this in all top security
priscns. [ sm absolutely certain aboul this big problem in
Hull." There follows information which demonstrates how
the informant is aware of the position.

The full text of the letter from 4 prisoners:

Following the large wage incrense to the toals of oppressdon,
namely the ammy, police and very soon the prison service, it
is becoming very clear sa unemployment continues to
escalvie amonpst the working class, that Britain i in the
midst of civil war preperations.

The continuing silence from lefl wing groups in regards to
the Labour and pow the Conservatives oppression of the
Irish working class and the brutalily carried oul agains
the prisopers will in years to come bead to their own
downfall,

The ruling efite will not besitate in the event of Civil War
i use the same methods which are now heing used in Ireland
to put down the English working cles, Al forces at the
disposal of the government have undergons rigoous {rainkneg
in preperation for @ class war in Britain, At presént Licland
is not only being wsed & a training ground for the amay,
they ore now using the H-Blocks of Long Kesh for the
training of prison personnel in the handling of political
prisoners, (Note the number of English and Scottish screw
presently employed in Long Kesh.) Not only are they using
the H-Blocks of Long Kesh for the traindng of these prison
officers bul sre actively using the dispersal and Incal prisom
here in England.

| shall now give funther examples of thess preperations,
and 1 use the plight of the Irish political prisoners in Englad,
and especially o the visiting conditions which they and their
families have 1o wndergo because of their political
convictions, As [ ms the prison  sdminisiration are
concerned we as Iish political prisoners sre only the guines
pigs and are used as such 10 help the prison adminisirstion
prepare themselves for the imtake of English Political
Prisaners when the Class war takes place in England,

Hull prison has ogain reopened for the confinement of
POW's, and omce apain the POW i faced with atrociowm
visiting conditions. The visiting reom in which the POW &
expecied 1o have his visit B approximately 12 foot long and
B foot in width, two lage tables are placed together in the
middle of the room, the POW ha to st a1 one side of these
iables ‘while his wisitor are expectad o 4t st the opposite
side. Mo physical contsct b permitted. While the visit is in
progress. two screws ame in the room taking notes, I is
Interesting that despite the fact of no physical contact heing
permibiied the POW & s1ill subjected to a wirip search before
and after the visit, and his visitors are given & hody seasch
with 5 meusl dector, As o result of these conditions
Republican prisoners are reflusing (o accept visiis,

Our comrade . . . armved here in . , , , nod from the time of
his arrival has been continually haresed by the prison
sdministration, It b now ten months singe |, . . last saw his

wife and three cldldren, due to the fact that he was held in
.. . prison and refused to accept the hall hour screened visit
which they offered him in solidafity with our comrade. . s
refusal 1o sccepl these visiting conditions, Following his
amrival at Hull prison he immediately sent a visiting order to
his wife who made amangements (o visil him, (Note s POWs
visitor has to give five days notice before she or he can visit),
The night before the visit a ot cccurred on the wing where
- . wi confined, When his wife arrved the following day for
the visit, she was turned away al the prison gate by a screw
with 2 smiling face who told lwer that . . . was no longer in
the prison and he didnt know where he was, 1t is true that
.. had besn moved to ., prison the day that his wifie was
tumed away at the prison gate, but we have established from
. +. who s now back In prison, that at the time of his wife
and three children being tursed away at the prison gate he
was in fact still in the prison and was not moved to, . .

prison until later in the day,

Just another example of the victimistion carded out
spaimst POWS here at Hull, we the visit of . . snd his
gitl friend, When . , . entersd the visiting room and found
all the oppressive conditions in force (m desgribed in an
earlier paragraph) he objected very strongly and refused to
co-operate with the conditions they were trying 1o impose.
After much srpuspent the visit wus terminated. It had lasted
ppproimately  three mimutes, . . . visitor had travelled
from , , . for the vist and had peid £5 on fares for the
privetige of o body search and o three minuge visit. The next
maming . . . mceived 14 days in the block (in solitary
confinement) for objecting to the atrocious conditions
they were irying to impose.

When we complakn sbout visiting conditbons we are lways
given the same answer of 'Don’t blame ws its the Home
Office’. This is just & pass the buck statement, In fset it i the
screws who dictate what type of visits the POW's receive in
vardous disperal prisons. | use the word varous in the last
sentence advisedly because all English prisons whether they
be disperesl of local are autonemous, the Home Office scting
as @ Central Government.,

We have no intention of making suggestions & L0 how the

prison system might be refommed, becusse we know this (o
be n fruitiess exercise a8 it is o part of Capiialism's machinery
and fike ol other imstitutions it shall be with us umnil
Captialism is unashed, The reason why we mention the way
various prisons are run is to highlight the influence which the
screws have in the day 1o doy running of prisons, We don't
claim 1o be the anly prisoners who suffer as @ result of this
influence which the screws wield in prison, We recogaise that
il prisomers sulfer under the influence they wield, but there
are certain growps amongst the prison population who ane
made that much more uncomfortable, We can only hope that
sppropriate action will be taken ogainst these individual
screws atl somne futuee date!
The lerter ends with calls of solidarity and is sent in the
name of four prisoners though it & cleary composed by one
individual. It ssems likely the letter was endorsed by all four
mamed prisoners.

The Homo CHfice spokesman contacied by the uardian®
i guoted s saying the Jotier’s description of visiting
conditions was ‘approximately comect’. Although mo
seperate regulations for [RA prisoners existed “high risk'
prisaners were subject Lo extra security procautions. M was
cladmed that pot all IRA prisoners were “high risk" and that
BAP's suggestion made by the Cogrdinator that Insh
republican prisomers were being treated differently because
ol thelr political views was not true, Mo doubt Irish
republicans will feal somewhat disturbed that all “IRA

prisoners’ are not hdgh sk,
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PETERHEAD PRIZON
. T S
The riot ot Petorhead Priscn In Auoge usadl 3 el

deal of publicity in the Scoftkh Prog and js ceped ks o

are [rightening 83 pison ofl al o rid Mg
carrying out thobr own  discipline ge gurreunded in
secregst, The following ari=le s o duvy Of evomis ihal L
place ower the five day protet | § nmd incliades matiria

wnt by Rose Innet from the Scoisl media

23nd Augum 1579

‘Press and Tourmal’

The Peterhead Prison has & Seatjends
tonughest prisons with many of the pn
sendences. Thin latest protest dhout oo
afler news that prisoners had ! begal ald 1o pronas
iheir case ¢ the European Court of Human Rights Y.
protest also began on the eve of a wisit by Mr Malcolm
Rifkcind , Scottish Home Affaim Minwter, who, o6 o i

mpallien I3 and O

CORETS JCTvitkg |

conmis Hlong

senm ol

the profest huridiy cedled 2 rre aEnL g eire Ne
arnoaenced o grant of E1 00UGDC war i Fg omw L
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ttemiion of the publiz the appalling conditkens in which
T Lve. High-powered jets of water were
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prson officers using plek shafts, This baitle
riped fod Pelf an hour before the police armved 10 remone
wehing repusters and photographens saying that they had
n recelvng ¢omplalnds from the prison sutharities owing
bk presccace 8t the scené of the protest,
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the hose and the hording of stones. The men
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waved widie towels, Interestingly, the Scottish Office
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sdmirted that standard truncheons were used by prison
officers they denisd that tee ones used by the prisoners were
the same. Yet, somewhal incongricsly, they claim that
prisoners dropped into the reception area that moming and
raided & cupboard in the prison to get the items. Who else
would be in posiession of truncheons but the prison officers?
The Scottish Office spokesman slso denigd all knowledpe of
stones bekig thrown,

23rd August 1979
Radio Scotland

Gordon MacGregor, soliclior representing meén whose cass
the Seottish Councll for Civil Liberties are taking to
European Court, supported claims by prisoners of hrutality
anid lengthy spells in solitary confinement,

24tk Augest 1979
Press wvll Journal'

Four of the men in the roftop protest surrendered whilst
the oiher six although agresing earlier to come down during
talks with the Governor, decided to continus snd, according
i Peterhead goticitor, Gordon MacGregor, who had spoken
with the men, the protest at this stage wm by no means
aver.” Previgusly Mr John Renton, General Secretary of the
Scottish Prison Officers Assoclation, Mr MacCregor and 2
prison visitor were asked by Governor Dengwall to wilnsss
the prisoners surrender after all day negotiations had resulted
in a promise of no repercussions, Mr Renton said afterwards
that he could nol understand why six men had decided 10
sizy and concluded ‘the longer thess six inmates continus L0
stay on the ool the longer the danger exists 1o our members
and the prisoners themselves,” On this the fourth day the
fiofse from the prodest culminated in the breskout by 8 B
block men a8 windows were smashed and buming blankets
were hung from hars,

2ath August 1979
Radio Scotland

Renton cliims damage at prison enormots — repairs will

cost L1 million.
Yagh August 1979
“Press and Journal®

As the B4 hour roofiop protest ended the questions began.
Internal enquirics are 1o be conducted into the circumiiances
leading up to and durng the demonst=ation at Peterhead.
The Authorities, needless 1o say are dmply concernad with
how the ten men managed 1o escape, stackpile food and
makeeshifl weapoms and how eight other prisoners managed

to escape and spend the night on B Wock at the height of the
protesi, than the real issues that surmound the whole way in
which prisons are mun, There & aho concern regarding the
Goverament podicy of “passive containment” which is known
to be unpopualar with the prison officers.

The six prisoners who remained on the roof came down
following an outhreak of fire in the clothing stone in the
observation block, Mr Repton sald that althouph ‘the
demonstration is now over the situation is still fairly tense
and the other inmates are naturally in a frastrated mood,” He
added thar £1,000,000 Government grant would not be
encugh to pay for ‘new special accomodation and that his
piapciation would be ‘totally sgainst’ any of the money being
used for the repairs to the prison as a result of the
demonstration.” y

27th August 1979
“Gaardian’

A pencillted fetier amuggled out of Petedhiead confirmed the
protest was being forced on  prisoners, ‘because the
authorities have never paid attemtion to the complaints we
made through the offlcial channels.'

27th Avgust 1979
Press and Joumal®

The Scottish Council for Cisil Liberties approached the
Home Affairs Mimister, Malcolm Riflcind asking him to think
hard shout disciplining the demonsimion. The Chairman,
Morman McEwan said on Radic Clyde's curent affairs
programme that "Mr Rifkind has more or less admitted that
there was some justification — that there was some real cause
for complaint.” He went to remind people what happened in
the Attica prison riol where 37 people were killed a5 a result
of the suthorties taking o “tough line". iz tme to bring
fairness snd justnes into the prson system” and he predictead
further trouble if the Government stuck to their thiree year
timescale for the Peterhead improvements scheme, He
concluded that ‘I don't think we should be misled to think
that hecause of the announcement of £1,000,000 at the end
of last week's riot that is the end of the problems at
Peterhead, We really fear what may happen in that place
unless something is done urgently,”

28th August 1979
“Press and Jowrmal'

Twa of the men who took part in the roofiop protesi told
the press that 40 prisoners are now in solitary 2s a resuli of
ihe incideni, This statement wus made after 2 meeting with
thelr solicitor. Mr Gordon MacGregor, one of the 3
Sndependant observers’ called in to swpervite the surrender
of the ten prisoners, The two men ane now in the prison’s




B hall o single cells which have been stripped to ihe hae
necessities-only 8 bed and a pod remain. They are belng kept
i their cells 24 hours a day wmder ‘sirict observation”,
Forty other prisoners are in similar circumstances including
ihose who gave the protest mord support, They are bang
charged under prison regulstions rainging from assault o
malicious damage and fre-rasing, Tha latter charge involves
the buming of prson clothes, Mr MacGregor knew of other
prisoners who wished to see him but this was not poasible
*dug 1o prson regulations’.

F st Augast 1979

TV announcement of 10 new cells for Peterhead,
Ird September 1979

Radio Scotland

Rifkind in Peterhead, He wants kitchens, toileis, boier house
modernised. Renton now savs that L00,000 & needed for
repairs resulting from damoge.

6th September 1979
*Evening Express’

Clsims made by prisoners of brutality by pomom stall af
Peterhesd were revealed by a top criminal lewyer and a
fonmer inmate of Peterhesd, Paddy Mechan, The aftermath
of the roofiop protest has brought sccusations of teprisals by
prison officers fowards the men, which have hasn, neediess
to sy denied by the Scottish Office. Accusatios are ako
mounting a5 reeult of & riot against ‘everyday Poutality’ of
prison officers who, a8 we know, camy ol thedr 0w
unofficial disciplinary code. As one sxinmale 7 “waal
goss on in Peterhead Prisom @ hevond a iree persure
eredibifity.

Duvid Burnside, who represented raddy Meohan (who was
granted a Foyal Pardon on a bfe sentence after having gl
7 years for a murder he did not commit), said he knew of the
unofficial dusciplinary ¢ode ithat i & pmson office k&
gpssualted the prisoner can expect o visit from oiver offirems.
The Evening Ex received two letlers irom  {oner
prisoners al Paterhead afier the roofiop protest. One oo
described Four yeamn of hell’ and the other hus sought pres
help for those “incarcerated behind its walls’, The inhumanity
und viclence are apparent in the following quotations fiom
the letters; "They baiter and lick you, One holds you ond the
other two batter”, *As far @ prison warders ane concerned
wor are in Peterhead for punishmen! and thar is what you get
— men are in their cells and just forgotten shout”, 1 was
im solitary for 14 months and 1 never sow anothe: prisoner.
1 was allowed out of my cell oaly once u day 10 Wk rdainad
in a eirele like a robar’,

2ind Saprember 1979
“The Sooisman”

The Petechead prisaters involved in the rooflop protest wers
punishad at committes hearings ned within the prson, One
privoner losi three years remission as o resudl of liying (o
bring to the public notice the fnhumane conditions in which
the men live, Priveliges have been withdrawn aod & number
of prisoners have been ondered ta serve periods in solitary

confinemeni, The wisiting commitiee are made up of
pensonnel from different public bodies under a chairman
appointed by the Secretary of State for Scotland (so much
for a fair hearing) and this body i not limited in awy way a3
to the amount of remission they can take from a prisones
serving & dsterminate sentence. In the case of a life prisoncr
the committee makes 1 recommendstion fo the Scorish
Office and this would have sn important bearing on sy
future parole hearing. Prisoners are not entitled to any begal
representation,

The reault of this protest i that the Scottish Prison
Officers Assoclation, a1 thesr conference are reviewing the
type of ot equipment In wse In the service, Al
present prison officers go armed with 8 helmet, 2 metal riot
shigld, helmots with ihatter-prool visor, gaunticts, breast
and hack plates and leg puards,

These devclopments are hormifying snd can only lead to
further demonstrations and rhots within prisons sl over Great
Britain, I

In & press somtement sued on 23nd August 1979 Radical
Aliematives o Prison, The Mational Prisoners Movement
(PRO¥) and the Newham Alternatives Project staled
2stegonically that they “wish to suppon those prisoners af
Peterhesd Prison and etsewhere who take direct action to
draw atteption 10 the inhumanity of prison conditions. The
wilution 1o the problems of prison does not lié in spending
money oo allening facilities but in a change of attiude
towmrds the whaole question of cnme and pumishment”,
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On 28ith August RAP bsued the following press statement -
Rehabilitation or Panishmen:?

Mz Malcolm Rifkind, Seottish Minister for Home Affairs, has
gated that among the plans for Petechead Prison ls the
compstruction of 3 new en cell unit for ‘mome diffecalt
prisomers’

Comments by the Secretsry of the Scotikh Prison
(Mficers Assoclation, John Renton, asseri the new Peiethesd
unlt & & respomse o Scodtith jailers’ demands for more
piternatives for “difflculi prisonens®. Renion maintaing thai
the final form for the undt has still 10 be worked oat, bal (1
will "m0t be 3 pundthment”, This b something very new rom
the Scottish Prison Offeers Amoclation. They have recently
been campalgning for the re-opening of the infamous ‘cagss”
at Pogterfield Prizon, Inverness and chiefly because of this
the ‘capes’ mow howié an inmate of the gaol, 37 year old
Willimm Mac Pheersin

There 15 another sltermative for Peterhead., A undi
maoledled on the suecessfol Special Unit at Barlnnie Prison,
Unfortunately with the recent removal, againgt his wishes, of
Ken Murray the prison officer mosl closely identificd with
the unit, it scems there is little hope of rchabdlitation being
an aim for ihe Petechead plan. It i strongly momoured that
when ithe most celchmied inmate of the Barlinnie Lwnit,
guther and sculptor Jimmy Boyle B tramferred  from
Barfinnie the wind could e closed

Until the picture is clanfied we sk anyone concerned
with human rght o wrpe the Scotash Minister of Home
AfTadrs wsot 10 tolerate dictolion from die SPOA by sgreeing
10 the use of e Invermess ‘cages’ and the construction of a
condtol unit incarparating senmory deprivaiion 'h‘-.11"|‘:"|llﬂ al
Pederhead Prisodn.

1Tth September 1979

Malcalm Rifkind said the governmment had no plans to changs
ihe use of.the notonous punithment ‘cages’ al Porterfield
Juil Fovermess.

After wvisithng the special segregation omit which the
Scottish Office say & ueed 10 discipline viclent prisoners’, it
was miade chear three inmates ame in the wnil

From a description of the unit at Inverness by a prisomer
whi spent seweral months there:-

“The Silent Cell — this 5 o concrete cell within a concrets
cell, which means that one has to enter two sets of walls and
two hesvy dooms to get inio i, Omee in there the priscmer
hears nedhing for it i what s nanse says, Sient Cell
Praoners lie in these for any amount of time with no tallst
fociliths whatsoever, The cell is so slent thai theres a
consiant nnging in the exm in there.’

Cwer 1000 signatures of peopls from all over Britain have
been sent to the Scottish Office protesting ai the usa of the

Invemeis ‘cages.’

SCOTTISH PRISONS AND THE SPECIAL UNIT

by Dave MacDonald and Joe Sim.

This pamphiet looks at what s happening in Scaltish privons
in the last quarier of the twentieth century , both in theory
and practice. It examines the position of ghort term prisonern
{"the forgotten majoriy”) and that of long verm prisoners,
bsth those In the traditional penal syilem snd those in the
successful Spectal Unit

SeoitiEh Counct] for Chdl Liberties,

146 Holland Street,
Gilasgow G2 4NG.
Top & 1 0p postage,
SCRURE
Robert  KilroySilk MP, chaimnan of the allparty

parlizmentary penal affairs group has called for an ingmry
into the evenis that ook ples i Wormmwood Scrubs on

Augast 3]st
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EAST LONDON WOMEN AGAINST PRISON

A small group of women got together af the Mational
Conference on Altemnatives to Prison and decided that
Women needed 3 place where they could meet, find
sl ternatives to prison, and ger legal advice, We started looking
st statistics referring 1o Women in prison, and were horrifed
by some of the results, 1970 56% of the female prison
populstion were either awsiting trial (only (o be aquitisd or
given noncustodial sentences) or awaliing reports {only to be
given non<ustodial seatences). Large numbers of women are
in prison for offences where a man would have walked out
with probation or a sispended semtence, Wi fedt it was time
for women 1o stand up and be seen in the movement againgl
prisons. We are now trying to work towands a centre in East
London, ran by women [or wWimen, whene we can stnsciure a
viekle and positive aliernative, and wherd we can offer
support and Trendship and sid to any woman who has come
up apuinsi the Law and prison system (either homsell or her
family). We need women who have experienced prison
themselves, a5 prisoners, or a8 wives or giflidends, who Teel
os strongly as we do, to contact ws. We have alio prepared a
shorm paper on Women and Prison, It lists some damining
statistics, and puts forward our views and aims. Tt will be
ready shortly.

If you want & copy or wish to contact us, wrile to -
ELWAF
Ruth, Penny or Julietie,

clo 56 Daies Rd. .

London E4.
Review

WOMEN & THE FENAL 5YSTEM
Memorandum From The Howard League 40p,

This report deals with 9 areas of concern from the ‘misuse of
prgons’ fo ‘secdniy’, from ‘mothers and children® to
wiaifing

it is a serange mixture of the positive, forwasnd looking,
radical spproach, and the more waditionsl, pussyfooting
reformist approach, In effect, n strnge reluctance to grasp
firmnly certain important probleme, tends to make the whole
meport & wery bland, easy w0 deal with document,
Lmfortunailly the exceflent radical recommendasions are lost
i Ehe sy options.

Coming a1 a tme when the Government is damping down
on many opporniiies for real reform snd redical sction,
this report is welcoms, especially when one realises than
women are becoming more active in the prison movement.
[ts many postive spects cover the recomendations that the
power 1o send prostitutes 1o prison should be abolished | thet
no person under |7 should be semt fo prison or semand
cenire {except in n few cases!). That more regand be paid teo
the children of women facing prison, but mast impertantly

of all, that Bullwood Hall Girks borstal, and the maximam
security womens wing ot Durham be immedintly closed; and
that an immediate halt be put to the misuse of preial, or
presentence remand,

The report then' goes on 1o outline the need Lo improve
conditions inside womens prisons, borstaly and childeare
containment wunits, especially where women have thelr
children with them; and also in the usc of medicine,

Whilsi agresimg that fewer women should be sent to

prisons they then on the other hand propose that there
should be more, Mexible and smaller units throughouot the
country, both borstal and prison units, possbly mixed sexes
with mixed s1ail, 0 that women would be nearer to their
homes, these units possibly attsched to mens prisons and
borstals. They recommend that family groups should be kept
together by incressed visits, letters, and home leaves, and
that the education syatem should be regarded as important
for all people in prison, not just &8 a prvilige. Thes
proposals, and others in the report, whilst formulated with
the besl intentions, especially where childease within prisons
is concerned, would no doubt mprove conditbons in womens
prisans immensly; and whilst also the reporl sggesis more
women should be given @ noncustodial sentence, it lacks
constructive and positive reccomendations for alternatives,
and we found it very muddled as 1o whether it was siming 1o
reform prisons, or whether it was siming to stop women
from heing senl (o prison and given aliernatives instead. It
soemied 10 pull both ways,

by Buth, Penny, and Jubiette,
ELWAP,

——
On Wed 28th Movember Jerry Westall will be talking on
“Rape and Prison’ at the London Men's Centre, Ate Upper
1., London N1, Stasting Spm. Rap members intecested in
'this ares welcome, Suee of us will be meeting beforchand in
thie push next door.

The longawaited rmport on the NAP project will be available
i Lu!:umﬂuwmhﬂr. Ta be called Tuaiside chance”. it will cost
£2 (1.30 to members), Orders with cash can be made now,

[ue to pressure of space we have held over part 2 of lan
Cameron’s review of ‘The Acceptable Pressure Group' with
u respomse from the author, Mick Ryan, Also part 2 of our
[rugs survey has been held over.



LETTERS

Dear Ediror,

I have been readling the Howard League comments on the
Green Paper “Youth, Custody and Supervision®, 1 feel that
the Howard League were dreaming [f they felt that the Green
Paper would give any constructive suggestions sbout Young
People in custody. As a person who has spent most of his
sdolesence and sardy twentics inside Penal Institunions, | can
see that these institutions are destructive both emotionally
and physcally for the majordty of people in them. The
Howard League suggests that to reduce the number of people
in prisca firm discipline integrated into a form of supervision
is needed. | am mure that the Howard Leagae must be aware
that present mon<wstodial measures are not being used
effectively by the judiciary and in my opinion the Howard
League is sugpesting yet one more link in the web of wocial
control, They say that crime and anlisocial behoviour needs
2 firm reaction. | fesl it is more Important for sociely 1o
show a firm resction to the rool causes of crime:
unemployment, poor educatlon, poor  environmeatal
copditions, OFf course the Howard Lesgue criticises the
Green Paper for ignoring the counter productive eifects of
institutbons but suggests & more subtle means of control,

Crime and anti-social behaviowr will incremse m capitalist
sochety plunger fmto 8 deeper ortsis, | am against prison
reforms — it doesn’t matier what type of regime one inatadls
prisons are still prisons, Their suggestion that more probation
officers should be employed 1o take on this sitra wms 5
crazy. It would be better to redivect this money into the
setting up of betier community facilities, Is the Howand
League livimg in & dream world! They should come down o
earth and see what the real struggles of the working clas and
poor réally are. Only when (here is a fundamental change in
our soclety will something be done about the Real Crimes
that are going on, 1 see the rich commiting crimes all the
tkme,

Bad Factories. Empty Houses, Soldient in Irefand killing.
Large Companiss supporiing Fosclest Regimes, Banks that
made 1085 milion pounds profit, What could that be speni
on’?
This money could build and run for five years: 25 small
hospitals, 100 bealth centres, 100 community centres plus
build 40,000 council houses. Aleo create 25000 socially
usefil jobs, This & not done and that is what | call & crims.,

I hope that the Howard League undemstands my criticisms,
It is alright producing socially palatsbie documents for soctal
workers, probation officers. lawyers 1o read and discuss st
conferences or over a drink st the bar, but its for the working
class and the poor to face the realitles of corrupt cepitaliet
sate.

Scon ope will have 1o decide what side the of the fence
yvouw're on — as the day of the People's storm i coming.

Solidesity greeting to prisoners and theyr famiies omd
Aboditionists everywhere,

Yours, in solidarity,

Alan)Karl

Drear Jerry and Friends,

Received today Abolitiomist  Nos 23, It i really a
marvallows effort with such 3 lor of useful information and
helpful material, Hopefully it will do a lot for RAP,

Jim Lirthe, Bristol.

Dear Rap,
| em renewing (st long lasth my sub because —
u. In place of the former sniping at Martin Wright of the
Howard Lesgue | semse & new spiril of ¢co-operation -
e.g. the invitatlon to Martln to speak at your conference
on altenmanives,

b, Becmmse of your decision to support Cheis Douchia’s
research on the dspromtionate numbers and plight of
Black younpsters in our prisons.
¢. An excellent production of The Abolitionst’,
Best withes and love 1o Ros,
Walter and Olave Barker,

Review of "SCUM' — Prince Charbes, Leicsier Square

As an ex borstal boy | had mixed Ffeelings about soeing o
film about bomeal life, but this film & fall of emothonal
power and direciness, It has o numbser of violent scenes thai
shiow exactly what borstal is - insttutionalised violence, The
vielence befween inmates i3 nothing compared 1o the
stolence of the State, It's a film for parcnis, Soclal Workers,
Probation Officers and you to see. It shows the things that
go on inside borstals have nothiig to do with helping the
offender lead an honest end industrous life on his release,
Is ihe legal way to harass and brutalise the inmates. One has
to realize that SCUMs main message & that the peneral public
are uraware of what b done 1o offenders and it puts the
blamme on the publics shoulders, as prisons are run with taxes
you pay and arc run in your same, It a brave film especially
coming ol a time when the Todes are calling for harsher
penaltics. lis warking class kids that end up in borstal. The
problem is will anyone take amy notice? One positive step
would be if Parents with a child of theirs in borstal could get
together and fomm a nelwork of parents against Borsial
growups, | am sure thai RAP would help in any way, | could,
Any way se2 SCUM, its about time that something came out
of the British Film Industry that said something positive.

Alan Lesdes.

MOCL Conleremce

Sat 24th Movember , University College, Gover St, WCI,

TOO MUCH PRISON
£3 (11 cluiments, students, DAPS)
Speakers:  Prof Stan Cohen

Prof Laurie Taylor
Johin MeVicar
D Hans Tulken

NCCL, 186 Kings Cross rd, WCI (01-278-4575)




BOOK REVIEWS
==

Dopns Hamparian ef al  The Violent Few: A Study of
Dungerous Juvenile Offenders (Lexington Books, 1979)
Price: £11.50,

Bap members have debated ofien encugh one of the standard
objections to the case for o tota abolithon of Incarceration;
the exiiance of extstence of @ certaln number of
‘dangerows’ offenders who ‘have® to be locked up to prodect
society, Strangely enoogh, (his objection i seldom rajsed in
regard 1o juveniles — despite the fact that something like the
jdeology behind it must inform the incressing numbeni of
fuveniles in Britain being sent (o secure units and other
alimliar institutions,

There are, of course, all sors of political snd theoretcal
directions from which we can enter this debate, The sctusl
empirical questions — how many offenders are dangeroud,
can they, indeed, be identified at oll, can *danpertusnes’ be
predicied — consiituie only one parl of the debate, An
important part, of courst — omd unill the problem i
formulated at a quite difforent level, we have to rely on the
persistent  aliempts by conventional criminologits Lo
identify the dangerous offender. One of the most publicired
of these attempts come from “The Dangerous (Wiemder
Project® man by John Conrad and his colleagues from the
modestly titled “Academy (or Contemporary Problems” in
Columbus, Ohio, The Project has so far produced some ton
books (with titles like Resirnining the Wicked) all of which
paini to the many flaws in the notion of dangerousness. Ii
will be important for RAPF members 1o plough through and
frv o digest ihese complicated statistical findings and one of
us should try to summarize them in a readily accessible form.

The present volume deals just with and is based
on & group of 1,138 youths from Columbus (2 city of
536 000) who had committed af least one viclent offence.
Given al! the problems of working with official satwsiics,
these are e main findings of intesest 1o us: — (1) juvenile
vilent offenders are not e principal source of violence in
the city, they make up a very small (less than 2%) fraction of
the total number of youth, the achil violen! offences ar
incidental to thelr delinquent careers — only & handful
commitied more than 2 such offences. (1) there is no
conclusive evidence to suggest that n chronic offender group
can he identified, or that eadystaning dddinquents have o
[onger careas, or that there ix a linear progress from bad 1o
woise (ks soriom to more sericus crimed), or that there i
such a thing &8 the ‘young maonster” — & distinctive sort of
dangerous juvenile offemder for whom ipecial measures ane
required, Buried sway in the statistics and caullous
interpetations s this simple sentence: “Until our cohont
member lashed out in an act of violence e was statsticsily
indistinguithable from any proup of predominanily male,
lower clas nonviolent persons of his age.'

This & mportant ammunition for the political debate
ahaut ness. 5o 1o, i the crucial finding that the
intervention of the juvenile justice system doesn’t affect the
youths' behaviour in any positive way at all. More precisely

- in what Hamparian snd collesgoes describe o their most
imporant single Bnding — when the impact of the courty
decisions iz measured on the intepvaly of ‘street thme'
imonths free 1o potentially commit other offences), the
sireet time aciuafly diminishes dramatically after esach
commitment to an instution, Or to put it more simply (and
remmemibier that there were careful controls for type of
offence, age, raoe, class etc. ) the effect of being locked up for
a few months, far from slowing down the rte ot which new
offences are commitied, & just the roverse. In the study's
bland phrase, the impact of institutional trestment s a form
of rehabilitation or prevention, i ‘basically negative’,

(Hd news, pechapi, but worth getting in this fomm,

Sian Cohen

‘Lepal Aspects of Internatlonal Terrorism® Alona E. Evans
and John F. Murphy eds.: {Lexington Books, | Westmead,
Farnborough, Hants £22 50),

This American study s the end result of o research project
on Intermatonal Law and was prepared for the LS.
Department of Sisie, The working definition of terrodsm is
‘the Threat ar use of violence by private persons for political
ends’, Whilst the aditors recopnice that ‘scts of stae
terrorism  create  miliew’s  conducive 1o particalar
manifesiations of International terrodsm® they do not
appreciaie the unequal el of destruction between scis by
guerrills proups and the wee of the stomic homb ot
Hircshima. They alio fal to distsgaish between uses of
wviokence directed at propemy, those directed al egitimate”
targets (such s the military) and violence directed al
innocent people. For some only this last category of targets
can reasonably be considered “errorism’ and it i preferred

That sed, this is a book worth having for its information
on: Aircraft and Aviation Facilities, Nuchear Facilities and
Materals, Ocean Vessels and (Hishore Structures, Protected
Persons and Diplomatic Facilities, Transpational Business
Operations and Chemical/Biological! Muclear Weapons among
other aress. There is an index of 70 pages consisting of gome
500 Aircraft Hijsckings between Jan, Ist 1960 and July
3isi, 1975 and & greai deal on what those in power should
do about the recend explosion (il that's the appropriate
word) of “terrorist® activity worldawide in the last fwenty
years. Two things the editos do mot do: Make
recommendations o how to deal with State terrodsm o
muse on just why all csinblished means of political change
hhave been abandoned by those who see no other hope of
altering the course of history but by the ose of Hlegitimate
and dangerous means,

1w,
Press statement, from RAP, 1 1th October 1979,

We wish o make public our total sabhorrence of the ‘shot,
sharp, shock” treatment the Home Secretary has announced
s being in store for young offenders in detention centies,

As ihis b o juvenile antisockl behaviour is only
likely to create a bitter and hardened group of lifelong
crimirals, the fonction of thi policy would seem (o be a
servicing of the sdistic fantasies of the emotionally
disturbed supporiess of an  unbalanced sdminkstration.

The ecomvombc and social causes of antisocial behavior,
such = unsmployment, poverty, bad housing, are all being
made wome by the Covermment, We are being put oo a
course by the State which can only lesd to & worsening of
The gilimtion as regards jusvenils crime,



Crisis in the Prisons; The Way Out
Roy King and Rodney Morgan, (£1.50 Available from oy
King University of Southampton).

This n from King and Morgan I8 a shortensd
version of their evidence to the May Inquiry, and although it
in no way questhons why prisons have continued not only 1o
survive but also to flowrish in mature industrial socioties,
RAP members would be follish, for a number of reasons, to
dismias it altogether as crude establishment fodder in the
first place, and at a very gencral level, what King and Morgan
have to say & significant because it confirms just how far the
liberal centre has modified certain of its central sssumptions
shout the potential of impriscnment, Whereas a decade ago
po decent fiberal would have seriously questioned  the
treatment paradigm King snd Morgan theow it oul ltogether

- im & fow terse paragraphs — in favour of what they describe
& ‘humane contzinment’ in & prison system which i Lo be
freed from the constraints of the Official Secrets Acl oF
course, Abolitionists need to be cautious, King and Morgan
are not in favour of any largescale dismanting of the prison
system and their reluctant support for parale indicates quite
clearly the limits of their radicalism. And then there is thelr
call for two purpose built security establishment: where
category A prisoners are 1o be further segregated acconding
t¢ their ‘subversiveenforcement quotient’. This section of
their report was chilling enough to read, 121 alone what i1
might tumout like in practice,

Caution in thess aress, then, is obvioas, What b ol quite
10 obvious perhaps is how we should react fo the Zienpt by
King and Morgan to head off what the prison service fopes
to win From the May Inquiry, namely, more nesources. They
ridicule the idea that the prison service has besn starved of
public funds and & the victim of antiguated buildings. Much
more to the point for King and Morgan 5 how incompetenily
the Prison Department is managing what it already lias, To
flustrate this they refer (o the massive waste of resource
irvolved in operating the dispersal 5y ctem in guch & way thal
it treats category AB. and even C. pmsoners in much the

same way - once in a dispersal prisnn they are all treated &
if they justify ‘maximum security.’ This knock-ca effect has
reversed the assumptions on which the dispersal system wa
hased, il slso led to rots and created an undsrcurrent ol
tension n just about all of the dispersal prisoss. This 1enslon
— which prompted the May Inguiry — can be eased, anguc
Kirg and Morgan, not by granting more resources hut by
reallocating those which exist. In other words, by 2 change
of poliey from dispersal to concentration.

It s now thatl the problems really begin since we arg hack
to the two purpose balt  security sy ablishmygnts,
subversive-enforcement quotients and 50 on, What seemed
fike a good idea, a demand to limit the resources of (he
Prison Department fums out to be oaly 3 palicy for
remodelling the Emperors old clothes, This conclusion
illustrates how the liberal centre can absorh selected aspects
of a truly radical programmve, how it can be openly critical
of the prisan estalishment — King and Morgin ase not just
Home Office stooges — and yet at the uame time Lake
Abolitionists back o sparne one,

Mick Ryan
{ Thames Polytechnic b

Persons Unkrown, & short réview

By the time this pamphlet fimst hit the market in Augast
(979 the Perions Unknown case had become 3 cause celebee,
Public suspicion had been aroused over this trial of a group
of London based anarchists when the prosecution sought 1o
wvet the jury, and this suspicion tumed into outrage when it
was disclosed in September that the vetting procedurs had
turned up police evidence about jurom which included
{nformation that one had once Hved in o squat, snother had
in the past complained about the palice and four others wese
either friends or relatives of people with criminal records.
This revelation, sensational and instromental & |t was
mobilising kel support — the Guardian campaigned,
ifhough smaringly in the context of our essentially “just
judicial system” — showld not detract radicals from pushing
thelr analysh wider, that is, to expise the Persons Unknown
case w0 & straightforward political trind, This publication has
the grest merit of doing just this, of emphasing the 1nal’s
palitical dimension, It may ot do it with great subtlety, bul
in the elrcumstances thsl s perhaps excosable. A useful
sgetion on the media and lot of pregral matenal. Esential
reading, and good value at 40 pence from Rising Free
Bookshop, 182 Upper Street, London N1

Oine of the defendants

FROM JAIL L
For thhe past three yeart TAIL & occupied an office, kindly

provided by a firm of solicitors, st 271 Upper Street, London
N1 The sollciteri now need this office for thelr own use snd
gave ws seversl months notice o this effect. Although we
have speni a pood deal of time looking we haven't managed
to scquire new premises though the time has now come o
give up our present office, Becsuse of this we will no longer
he svailable 51 the phone nomber (01) 359 5034, A JAIL
worker will be svailable every Wednesday on (01 989.1527
and we will retain the ssme address (271 Upper Sireet,
London N1) as our postsl sddress for the dme bekng. Inowill
he wery difficult for us to continue our work without
premises and we would be very grateful for any help you can
give — gither by letting us know of a suitable office you have
seen or heard about, or i you have & spare room You would
bie willing 1o offer us,

Together with our change of address, the JAIL committes
hae decided thet it is also time for @ change In the ancs af our
work mnd o change of name, From the beginning of next year
we intend 1o brosden our work so that we no loonger deal
solely with the subject of identification, At present we see
pur work nmext yesr also Including ressasch into, and
casework with, umiigned statements (verbals’) in criminal
cases, Becnne of this we felt that a more general name was
neoded and heave decided on Crimingl Research and Action
Group {(CHAG),



TUL-LIBERAL _PARTY ASSEMBLY, (201 September)
called [or the i

1. A review of the law in the ares of marginal
criminality with a view 1o abolishing offences without a
victim (eg. dmunkeness, vagrancy offences, private morality
matters) from the categories of crime.

2, The replacement of the debumanising nature of
present policing by bheinging the pollceman back on the beat
to the local community and calls for the role of the kocal

, with its emphasis on prevention, to be recognised
a2 vital within the police carser strsciure,

3, The Police Force to be accountable to open Police
Control Commitiess of local govermment.

4, For a fully independent complaints commities

distinct from the Police Contral Commitiees,

5, The Special Pawrol Group, which are incompatible
with community policing, to be disbanded.

&, The establishment of a code of statuiory rules,
including statutory enactment of extendsd “Judges Rules” to
govern investipation from gquestioning to trial and for
cvidence obipimed m contraventhon of this code to be

inadmissable.

7. Every prosecution to come to tral within a fixed period
of charge.

B, The responsibility for prosecuting offences o be
taken from the police and given to local prosecution
wuthorities.

9, The appointments and actions of local courts to be
openly answerable (o the local community .

19,  Jury veiting to be slopped.,

11, The eswahlishment of a code of children and young
peron’s rights.

The demand for capital punishment and for more savage
custodial sentences b misguided, Long prison sentences and
other penalties will not deter if the chance of detection b
sight. The control of crime requires a reappraisal of
sentencing and after<are policy. Assembly therefore
proposes that:

2. Semtencing policy should be designed 1o reduce the
likellhood of the offender re-offending and nol exact
retribution and should alm e make the offender aware of
the effect of hit crime on his victim,

13, Long prison sentences should only be imposed where
public safety is threatened,

14, The use of custodisdl sentence should be grealy
decreased. Where custodial semtences are unavoidabie they
shoudd be much shorter than at present,

15. Thore be an established code of prisomers rights,

16,  Improvements in the curnent standards of aftercare to
ensure that once an offender’s sentence i concluded he can
re-cstablish himself and no longer be treated = » criminal.

Mote, Although RAP members may not apploud ol the
motions pased by the Liberal Assembly, I‘Ihtmcu:th ta

see o degree of sanity expresed,
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POA Comments:

HULL

Thumdsy, 5th April, 1979 was 0 wd dey, when ekght of aur
collcagacs were sentenced at York Crown Court,

We at Hull are a very disilhusioned stafT and feed that all
members of the Service are mow more vulnerahle to inmate
allegations than ever. We have however given our cight
colleagues a unankmons vote of confldence and hope thelr
appeaks will be successful,

At the beginning of May owr colleagues were given a
motice of inient 1o dismisal on 26th May by the Prison
Department. A branch meeting was held and the followding

proposal was unanimously passed:

“This branch deplares the dictatorial attitude of the Prison
Department In proposing (o dismiss our colleagues prior (o
itheir appeal being heard, and that from Sth May this branch
will work a 40 howr week until an assurance is given that our
collsagues will:
1. contimie to be suspended on full pay pending thelr

a s

pi::..l that they be offered reemployment in o different
branch of Government service.”

We continued to run the prison in 4 lock-up situstion antil
the evening of 8th May when the Governoe addressed the
giail and informed us that ihe Department had withdrawn
their intended dismisal and that our colleagues would
continue to be suspendad on full pay pending their

FCREWS RIGHTS

Afing Coote wrnites: Prigon officers who fear they may be
overfaken by an urge 1o assaull prizoners i their care can
now sleep more easily, The eight afficers who were last woek
foumil gullty of savapely sttacking inmates (nvolved in the
Hull prison ol have been given suspended seotences. The
caze provides a vivid lustration of inequality of justice in the
prison sysiem.

The pris omers were 1o have camed 3 nod and 1o
have inflicted C750000 worth of damage 1o propeny. They
were ried’ and found gailty by the Board of Visilors., They
wer not legally represented, mor were theyallowed to call
wiinesses, Some lost up (0 two yean' remission = a el
of evidence brought aguinsi them by ihe officers whio were
later convicted of msusting them. They had no night of
appeal, although after a considerable legal batile the High
Court meled that, in principle it had power 10 review
decisions taken by prison Boards of Visitoo. (I has yet to
review any of them imdividual cases,)

The prison officers were allaged to have beaten kicked,
abused and humiliated the prisoners in o manner already well
documentad in the press. Inittially, the Board of Visitoms @
Hull found that the prisoners had no cawse of complini
aguirst them; snd 8 Home Office inquiry found them nod
puiity of maltresting the men. They were only brought o
court as @ resalt of & redentless campaign by the prisoners’
union PROP, and a remarkable persistence on the part of the
investigation police officers, When srrested and charged, they
were allowed full legal representation and trial by judge and
jury, They were found guilty and allowed o go frec.

Mew Statesman 1 3th Apdl 1579,



) #.r H: 3:.' . 1 l-r-.L
vl Eugﬁﬁﬂﬂh
g

:__ s ﬁ‘H"‘I '-f}.

? 1
N\
A\~ Al mllhln




