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RACIST POLICE,
COURTS,PRISONS ...

Black People and the Agants of Control in Britain

Fog G-

It i mow widely ackmowledged that there i a disp
ste number of back peapl? in British prisons, In Wasds-
worih, for example, 45'% of the 1 500 mmates are black
{we make wp just 3% of the total popueation), nd many
of (e prison oificers are active Mationsl Froni -'_"'iT-hi-‘r‘l
What i mow apparent is thet British instifutions’ racist
mysumptions thal black people represent prohlems hive,

by wirtue of the Britith sconomic syatem, created and
perpetuated problems for black people. Econontically
and phllticukly, lack _;||,---|'|||: represent ons of thie meaoat
disadvantaged groups in British society. We gensrally live
im wress where there i squalid howging, o high rate of
unemployiment snd poos educational facalities, The multl-
plicity of dissdvamtages wifered by hlack people is the
lestament of a sociely thal depends on an undenciass 10
perform its most menial and undervadied jobs.

The problem of lomelessmes mmongst young back
peaple has virually reached epldemic propodtions in
our major clitles Many teems pers huve been turned oul of
their homes by parénts who no longer understand a child
who will sof abade by their rules. These leenagen are
deflant sgainst all forms of authority: mamy feel that
their parents have aceepted the role white sochety has
pllotted them — thet of a mendal. Many of the youth
unemployed snd homeless “hang around’ streel comers
and ghopping cenires. They have now become easy proy
for the police who identify themas ‘problems’. Two
changes are used to amest black peopld Oine i “heing o
suspected person” (Vagraney Act 1824k most people
areesied wnder this law are found guilty on the evidence
of & policeman and sentenced in & magistrates’ court. It
was reporied ig Che Croardigen (2740 79) that of 133 peoplhe
arreeted on “ses’, B0, 7% were black, This conclissively
demonstrates that the charge is used excessively against
back people; also their average age b sixteen, and many
still live a1 home. The seoond dharpe uend agalnst black
people I8 consplracy. This is o partbeularly heavy change
ancd ofien resalis kn s prison sentence. In both of these
charges, the police do not have to prove thal a criminal
act Bas actually been commitied, and so openly racist poiice
WTicers can use these two charges to harass and intimidate
the block community. One voung West Indian who was
baing arrested on his way home from school acked the
arcesting officer why he was being arrested and wad promapLly
prompily told: “There are W00 many niggers in this countrs
I hate blacks.” (fFuarefiam 2/4/T9) 1t B eazy to see that this
|l.-|=e u.l' mentality is only one step oway from the “unlawiul
killing” of David Oluwalz by two police officen in 1972

hanging around

| hawe personally been iavolved in o case of intimidation

by the police of the Meadows police station in Mottingham
They arrested my fourtéen-year-old brother, who was in
my company &t & kocal falr, on the pretext that s stallbolder
has reported him “hanging around” his masket siall. When
my sister and | started to explain to the police that the
oely thing to do et 8 fdr was to “hang around” they
|:-||-.||~.pl:ly.' arresied my brother — almost breaking lis arm
off. My sister and | started to intervens and within sconds
we were surrounded by four policemen with dogs.
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Uma of them proceeded to intimidate my sister with his

dog with the final result that the dog bit mio my sister's

skirt and tote it off. [ repeatedly asked the police why

a1y brother was being arresiod, and roguested thai | & his
older sister should be allowed (o go with him 1o the police
statian, im view of his young spe, My pleas were ignored

h'. F15T i slic# amd & the end one of them ondered s ta

_J_-:I i your wog 'H..\]El'llll T|II!". ook my brother off to the
|l,||..,|_' slation and we fallowed in our car. 1 got in touch
“.|I:I1 my mother and the local press. A bocal joumalist
phomned the police station, bt they refuszd even to acknow-
ledge that they had my brother inthe cells, Some hours ater,
my brother wus released - uncharged. The importance of this
event is that whilst the police hauled my brother off to the
police station, we were lefi 1otally |u-w::r'.:':: Tha openky
rachst astitude of these police ofTicens wan highlighted by the
fact that & one of them handcuffed my brather, he snarled
Wi Blacks are like animals; vou should be rounded up and
shot’, Here we have ihe language of the National Front coming
wul of a police officer’s mouth, What s even more appailing
i the Fact that the following day the Mationsl Front was
going to hold 2 mlly in the Market Square. The palice were
very jittery about this event and warned my brather not to
iake part in the counterdemonstration as he was now manked
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It Is mocally and politically indefensible that because an
element of soclely b racist, we therefore have this reflected

in the police force. We con surmise that the powers the police
possess of armest and intimidation will actually draw a sizeable
proup of racially prejudiced peaple into the force, Ths, 1 fear
Feom personal axperience with the palice, b what has already
happened. Many police officers sctively seck 1o “criminaliae’
young black people by constantly arresting them on “Sus”

swamping the
prisons

The overwhelming evidence that Blair Peach was clubbed 10
death by 3 member of the SPG, and the DPF's decislon not
to prosecute, is in sark contras to the fate of the Asians
prosseuted 2t Barnet Magisirates Court who demonstrated
sgaingt fascists marching through their area. The neal of the
pulice in prosecuting the Asians of Southall on the most con-
tstved charges is matched anly by the magistrates’ anxiaty 10
gonvict, Ken Worpole wrote in Mew Soctety (4/10/79) that
the Astans being tried a1 Barnet had a conviction rate of B5%
{ cormpared with the usmal conviction rate for such offénces
of 52% L Also, heavy fines and prison sentences wene being
impased an paaphe with no criminal record and on the most
ienuous evidence. For examiple, a 14 year obd boy was con-
victed at Bammet of carrying an offensive weapon (a picce of

a8 ‘sweamping’ the mation, az M Thaicher puts it Clearly, racista
are given a mandite to pursiee thuggish practices sgainst black
people when they hoar such smotive words expressed by leading
politiciams,

turnkeys
dread locks

Prison officers also exercise unbridled power over the freatmessi
of Mack nmates. 1 Merritl recently wrote 3° two-pan srticle for
Wegtern fndependent in which he argued that violence againsi
priscmers at Dartmaoe is eactally motivated. He also infermed
readens thai a prison officers’ Mational Front branch is active

at Dartmoor prison, Strangeways, Pentonville and Wormwood
Serubs cach have a large perceniage of officers who ase members
of the NF. This sliuation & compounded by the Home Office’s
deciilon not to 1ecognise Rastsfaranism as & religion. In Circular
601976, 1t s stated that “Restafarianism does not qualify ss e
religirus denomination for the purpese of Section 10051 of the
Prison Act 1952 (therefore).,...no Facilitles such as sccess by
viniting ministers.....or devotional books from public funds or
acceptamce of periodicals under SOA(A) will be afforded.”

It is particularly telling that the state took this decision al 4 time

when the CRC was circulsting an anticle on Rastafarianism amongst
prison officers. This articls hghlighted the very candid libertarismn
aspects of Rastafarianism end angued that the movement stirscied

wood ) on the evidence of one policeman against that of many
wilnesses, including 3 doctor, 8 lawyer and an ambulsnce driver
whir sild he had been treating the boy for mjusies at the time

the pulice alleged they ksd arrested him. The power of the
police o become judge and jury iy demonstrated thme and
agaln when black people are tried on the evidénce ol the
police in 2 magisiales courl. R o

I his study of Probaion Practice and R Biol Wrinorisics, P D
Whiichouse, & Senior Probation Officer for Bismingham Morth,
It gathered conclusive evidence that magisirates apd the court
witens operate unfairly when dealng with back people. In that
ared alone, several times more black people are At Lo prson
compared with white prople of the same age convicled of slemdilar
crimes. Magistrates rarely reciand black chienis for social enquiry
serarts - hence mamy black youth arrive in prison without &
sreviois sttachment 1o o probatkon officer, The courts abo
sotepl recommendations for prabetion less offen on black
iients Uhan on whites. In ¢court, black people are often g
nsufTicient appartunity toapply for legal aid or bail, or to
senare o defence, This evidence of o marked ineguality of
reatment by courts on recial grounds & another reason Wiy
s dispropartionste number of black people are confined to
senal institutions, The Southall cases have been well publicised;
il sy ows experience and 1hat of scores of other black people
s Britain i prool that the racist nature of this sociery is
aeied in black people’s irratment at the hands of the police
me juaiciary, 'We are identified as ‘problems” by this society;

Blick vouth in Brituin who ane *disillagoned witk Bife in Britain
and seek Black idemtification”, The report savs that many Rasta-
farigns are “deeply religious’ - but it is obviowsly the libertarian
agpecis that have slarmed the Home Office, Rastafarians in Br-
tain often represent the naost politically aware and black conscios
sactlon of the West Indian comsmumity, The CRC article clearly
giates tliat Rastafarianisen is ‘aiming 1o improve the lot of black
peogle”, The sense of identity and political purpose West Indians
gaifs from ithe religion is something the Home Office has now
sought 1o destroy by denying Rastafarians the right to practice
{hetr Taith n prison

dissident
in rampton...

Stpwe Thampson, 3 Rastafarian in juil for 2 crime he
conalstently denies, was tranguilised and had his locks
ghaved of by prison officers at the time of the Gartree

dots of 1977, Steve was used as on example by e peson
officers to demanatrate the power they have over inmales,
Bieve's protesis af having ks locks cut of7 wers interpreted
by pefson doctors as evidence of psychiatric problems, and
Sheve was moved to Rampton, The Black Prisoner’ Weliare
Seheme arranged o have Steve visited by an independent
peychiatrist who reported him (o he mentally sound.

Wadi Williazna, author of the Prisomers* Libengtiog Front
Marifesta, is now being sent 10 4 (Op pouniy prison aflter

an alleged pttack on a prison olficer callsd Lyon. This officer
took great delight in bragging ahout his NF membership and
he verbally and physically shused Williams, Howevet, at the
ot trial, when it was palntedout that Lyon victimised
Willlams, the judge intervened, saying that his coun was not
pring to be used as a political platform. [ncidentally, Wikliams
was first put in prison for peasesson of cannabis; his senlend:
gix vears! The parallel with George Jackson is glaring.



...fascists
in pentonville

Searchbighr of March 1980 reparted on J Tyndall's estlmation
fhat ‘we do have a larger than average aumber of sapportens of
ihe National Froni among prison officers....the relatinship
hetween crime and race is ohvipus,” This salement mirrors
ominoasly the trend set by the police and later picked up by
the media, of sterentyping young West Indivns as porential
muggers. The media, the povernment and the police gave
muggirg tog priority, This was reflected in the courts where
scnlences for mugging pumped from 3 months ta 20 years;
and South London with ity high black population was virtually
placed under curfew by the mobilistion of the Special Patrod
Group in that srea to "combal mugging’. The state has once
miore sanctioned intimddation by 8 employees in iy refisal

to recognise Rastafarianim s o religion. The cutting off of
locks by prison officers will contimie to be used by them as

s means of intimidation of the Rastafarian in prison and slse
to sirig him of his identity, given the high value placed on

mart culiing one's hair in that religion

brushes
with the law

| therefore cometude from my evidence and experience that
the comiinement of & disproposthonate mumvher of black
people in penal imstitutions is the end result of 3 sockety

that is epenly racist in the way it sdminksters ‘justice’ o
young black ]1.:-r_|p||:_ l_'lpprn_-uwr housing comditkons, Ju'hh':.\-
s wml pisod educatbon are usaally the lod of young black
people in Britain. The chances of “brushes’ with the law
nereass immensely the lower down the socis] scale one goes.
As i America, British prisons are populated chiefly by poor
white working class und black people. The clasi nature of
Britain, k&, a3 | have “F"“J- compounded by 18 macist miurs.

The practice of racism sgaims black peopbe in British institu
tioms is based lergely on the ammumiption amongst administrators,
leachers, the police, the courts, MPs etc etc that we represent

s problem andfor o threat, These mcist sssemptions form the
basis al imterr ction between British mstitutions and thels
employees, and the black commumnity. Hence the judicial

sypiem and ity sgents - police &nd prison officers - cantineally
g pepressive actions sgaing hlack people to protect the
mteresa of a racist snciely One of these Interests | &8 exposssed
by Whitoksw, Raison, Thatcher et al) is quite lunily 1o restric
s many bisck peopls a1 powible from actually becoming visible
o the sireets, either through racist immigration control, or by
o method of policing which bears most heavily on the black
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GAOL SCORES

RAFs coveted BALL AND CHAIN AWARD for 1980
goes b Dorset Magisirates, who convincinghy regained

their position af the top of the BRISTOL LEAGUE TABLE,
while their ferce rivals, Gloucestershire {last year's
winners), were heaten into thind plece by Sussex. Devon

& Cormwall were fourth again, and Gwenl, 08 ever, Gz
lnst. Isnt it aboat time the good justices of Gwent gave

p sending peopie 1o prisen aliogether”

For the benaitt of the uninitisied, the “Hall and Chain
Award® goes 1o the maglstrafes wha send the highesl
proportion of male offenders dves 21 1o prison in 2
given year. The latest year for which figuses are avalable
& 197E, The table below shows that you are theee 0
four times as likely 1o be sent o prison 1o Diarsen

g5 in Gwenl. The takles have heen published gvsry yeal

gince 1972, and every year the same few pi lice Togce districts

fave appearcd at the top and 2t the bottom of the Leagae.

Whiat gives 8 beak championdhip potential?

4400 $ 1V =ousn|t :LD S3J4N07)

Partly it seems 10 be & malies of background, The conslatently
hilgh scores schisved by cerlain e counties — "arcas

of rame natural beauty, forests and heatha, and practically no
Labour MPs" — s led some commentalors 1 Sigges that
imprisomment is above 3l & sgport of the country geniry,

What hunting is to the birds and shooting and fishing &re

o the birds and fshes, punshment Lo the higman oo,

But. a5 with mosi sports, it helps if you have good local
Facilitkes. The areas marked with an aviersk in the table ane
thge with one ar more local priscns within their borders
These are prisons of recepiion io which newly convicted
offenders can be tent, and where most prasomen comvicted
by magistrates’ courls will sarve out iheir senienced. The
iahle shows that 17 out of the top 21 aseas have a local
prison, o5 2gainil 4 of the bottom X2

Of course, defenders of imprisonment ohijgei 1o the
sugpestbon that itis o cruel sport. They maintain that

i is 8 necessary and kumane way of keeping dow crime
To test this assertion, Bristol RAF calcalated the ral2s



of imprisoament and of recorded crime for each year
over the period 19768, During those years recorded
crime increased by 24.56% in Ul top 21 sreas in the

League, by 20.7% in the hottom 22, and by 21.54% in England

England and Wales overall. This indicates that high mtes
of imprisonment in a particular area have no effect on the

imcreade N CIAME.
’s

bottom again

IF Gweni's performance i coming bottom of the Lesgus
every single year shows & certain lack of spirit, they can a1
least claim (o be acting n accordance with the current gpart
of parsimony. If all the magistrates in the country redisced
their kevels of imprisonment to that of Gwent, 6 000 fewer
prople would go to prison each year, wnd the Exchequer
wonild be saved st least £6 million — thus demonstrating
that reduced public spending can direcily ncresse individual

btberty, 55 well m making money avsilsble for hospitals,
ulm&_.md missiles. Milion Friedman would be proud of
them!

Unfortunately, RAF itself is short of funds, and this year
wa can ondy afford 10 present the winners with a pumpkin

in place of the traditional brass ball. Our profound spologies

the luminaries of Domset, Maybe i they can reduce their

rate of Imprisonment by one, and persuade the Home Office
to donate the money they save bo us, we can do belter neit
year,

WHAT SHOULD BE DOMNE?

Bristol RAP group balieves that the administration of
local justice is demonstrably inconsistent, unfair and
unjust. And that it is basically inaffective in praventing
crime. |t suggests the setting up of & commission to find
widys of reducing thess inequalities in sentencing in
magistrates courts. Some of the ways could be:

* 1o progresyely reduce the rivmber of focal prisors of reception
* to chavge local authorities for sembences of fmprisonment imposed
by local courrs, There & no reason winy: the national Excheguer
sl serhslcine the punitive fsanimg of rogue benches,

* o rernowe aitogether e power of imprisomment from the magistrate
who wowld then commit men for sentencing to le Crown Court

* to kmplarment an imaginative programyme of affematives to prigan,
incresse thode alresdy avadabile, the sxpanded vse of probation and
OO, restifistion, hosteds and restment faciiities for slcohalics snd
renfadly (I offenders

* o remove CErtEn “erimes” sch 28 progfifulion s mainhenEnce
defaeilt fromm the possihle penalty of Seioe,

ADULT MALE OFFENDERS CONVICTED OF INDICTABLE
OFFENCES AND SENTENCES TO IMMEDIATE IMPRISONMENT
IN MAGISTRATES COURTS (POLICE FORCE AREAS) IN

ENGLAND AND WALES (1878]

Arna %
I Dorser = 1288 &2 Wil 54 Merional Aversge: 807K
2 Sumex 12 23 Notts r46
3 Glowcestarshire & 1z 24 W Marcia ¥ 740 & local prisan
4 Deven & Comwall & 1706 25 Derby 738
§ Gi. Manchester W% &85 26 Cheshire .98
& Lancs B85 27 Curribria A
F Avon & Somerser & 587 &8 Epsex L
& W Yorks % 556 28 Lincoln % G.6T
9 W Miciavices 542 30 0 Powys 658
10 W Farks o 869 F1 Murriberss o8 648
11 Suffolk 863 J2 Cavmbos G40
1d Swrrey 862 23 N Wales 6.26
13 Thames Valley % B3 2 Merzsywige % 5.2
Td Cleveland 837 35 Mormhumbria 618
15 Badford % 834 38 London Oty & I7
16 Marfalk e 833 37 Diwhraen L
17 Keang . 38 Srafis . %4 )
18 Matropolitan = 817 39 Harte 538
15 Hamty % rLar 40 Nowrhames 502
20 Leicester % 7.90 415 Yorks 4.0
21 & Wiales % 154 42 Warwick d.44
4.7 Gwentt A56

SOURCE: Criminal Statisics for 1978

Far further information, coniact Jdim Little (Brzral RAPI,
F0 Novers Park Road, Brigrol 4, el Bristol 667975




Home Office Research Stady no. B El'ﬂl-mdlal Practice
i Mingisteates Courts, by Roger Tasklng (HAMS0 £2.25)
confirme by slabarate slatistical methods what Bristol
Leagu# buils have known for nlong time; thai Individuaal
magisiraiés’ courls have eomsiatent and widely diflering
senbencing patierns. I:.'nmp-:!mT particular colaris ther than

{jee dmsncts, the ressarchors aund an even wider mnge of
wariation than ;#.p-u-r- from RAPs table: ihe sqehnilént af
Laagae' scoees for the thirgy pourts in the mmple rangod
froam 3.1% to 19,1%. (Ths courts aren’l ientilied, so we
can't give any prizes, bl il "emeeptional’ court which
dischanged 31.3% of alfendess — 19.3% mare than any ol
thie athers — certalnly demerves an honoarable meEnlio,

The mail Intereaiing Finding amarrged fresn [miereirers il
magismuleh anid thate clerka 1t weisss thal wiile they are
gemarally anxTral bn arkieyves cosmpliney EMGTE Fhe mERY
Aifferent magistsatas wha @1 = & particulas cowrt, Sy
pmply couldn’'t cane lem wbaiit ifferenoes batween e
seivms i nibhaf erches

HKome &f e couits knaw mwch alicut Uhy senisncund pracibés of
amy ofhar, #ven sboul thoss neet o tham, anil ihey Fegarded such
s ledpi 41 erievant 1o el @wm docislons of prokéee

Howpver, & glanod 4f our owmn ribde will condiams thal
stiter end lenisdk benches aee nol waltesed srosd the
couminy af raml o ‘Hand” amd "ol arcan are mesdily
erifiablo, snd i these chamsieritios aw nol the
sesull of conoeried pallcy on GHTEDAOD aditlon
sme other factor maa be ul wiafk

Az ln most previous stwdiss, W wis Tound that varlatkons

im s tencing could be onRly partially necounted Tor by
Aifferences in the types of caie sppearing before the couris
Thase Were hllffl-ql'l.l.ﬁ.l’ variations in The way sirmialr of fenoeds
wero dialt with; one court impriscned 7% of bngrglams,
amother 47%, Crime mies wérd nol related to the

wie of imprisonment: “There was no aldends 1o support
{he notion st for reasoas ol deierrence, sevenly in
senlencing ia B response o a eFime problem.” (p.18

T ke fair Lo [orsel magastrales. ke sliady provides

some support for their suggeeiion [Boe 'Jerry’s Swan

Bong', below] that the percentage of defendanis imprisoned
relates b the -filtering out’ of jess seriopy affenden by polics
caulboning, But i alo poimis oul that 1“!—1 ik meredy

ome of the factors affecting inta ke, umd differenoss

o intaks by no meank pravide s complele explanation

¥ aquesTion of

clAss?

Tarling srrives at no positive conclusio rispcerning the
causes of the yariations, whooh 8 mol surprising kn view of
the limited scope of his resanrch, But there s po peason Lo
supposs thal the conclisfans i Fooges Hiood's ook,
Sentencing im Mapalraien Courts, publishad in 1982,

do mot wiill bald good fle found that “the imprisonmen
policiss of muglstries appear o e reladbid to the charucber
wties of the ares, the sacial charaeteristies of the hench, and
ita particular view of the crimo# pm!llru'.' (@, T6); and more
specidically, ‘that middie-clas magisitatos dealing with
workipg-cinse olfendess, in relathvely amall and stable mlddis
milddieclass sammanities, tend 1o be relatively sivere (P 120)
{p. 1200 It would e difficull to apply that hypotihesis
o Dhsrsel, Sussex and (Hloucesterahine,

JERRY’S
SWAN SONG

The last day of January was u a2l one Bor RAF, whil JErTy
Vuestalll oud Cgeiinador, had b ke hpcguse we couldnl
alford in go on payisg him, Ooe o bemry"s mosd vl xnin bl OO
i RAT s hid skl [ dealing with the madia. A Tew daysbefors
o Jellt (anuary 16} he was interviewsd by Tim Hursg,
off WBC 1'n Sowih Toda) programme. i the wubbect af the Hall
snd Chaim Awands

Here iin o manscrip ol e iR,

TH ! ....hilx. Westall, what la the podmt al produacing (whles Hia yia?

& lot of your cEftles on mupstriEr benches Lo Dorl weuld
yoasiE pli yireg Wb pimtialics ard enoe o de 1yt pou ol make the=
thein prode anythisg

Eund awide sl 14 ey weslal im EF]

P Wall, viatistios are evidence.
oo et ety how palices e warking, The Hame Gllivs 1=
aroEss 1hess statiation vew hime t2 apply te get them biit, 1y 1
from ke Home ik, desply 9 provide informatlon el e
the macistrabed’ sEnRRTEEY 478 WaTEIng QUL bt warigua parts ol the
pEniry.

Aighily or wrobgl? jiveal, eoadifons and paiterrd ol crisie Py

e & pruliar o shat locility, and sembancing padiey an dhid im
Thin enmvicif. semt ko

b unigusly sdagpied antariingly.

TH: Whai afs you magpesting s an plternar e’

enEue el very MUlile emphaill in plased on Bitlam Lo Erheeye

anyibdng Bke @ Mo afidons spproach L6 mnEoncshig even

within & Falrly minall gragraphies] ares [e-27)

. Alieseaiine 43 pricn cower g wide categery of s and b
deperds whal [he olfasen L the First place, bui Usare sred waaiti B4r



=l arpas where pecple can be Seall Wilh without a prison mnisnie
and migteaien ae wary seans of ese — Communiny Servioe Cande i,
deferred pensesces,, & musber of cobegories whers acts cas be deall
with withaut & cugodial sniste

TH You mem to b mgoestng that wirtaally no-ans should be sl
\o prisan by & magairstes’ oourt L'y thal sekher taking eeay ke
oriminal’s T ol deterrenss’

For: Tha point of & prison smisces acetrding o the Prises Rk is
o ereourage & good and usalal Ube. Aurd o view, Dased sgais on
Malizites (o Ehat (sl juss oot s oo | IR oLy 6 imEranmes,
Toars thirds of people under 21 whi go to prison re-offece sethin two
yoari of baing rebsased Prom prison. That ssems 10 be fairly chear
evidenpe thai prison feell in.nedt being elfective in dealing wih 15he
problem.

TH: The poind o ve fan falsed these off peaple coming oul af
priasn cxmimbilng otber effance within wo PR aley o padn
made by the magiaizates of Domet in their delesos sguinm your qalile
Thay @y thay've qoi kocal prisons in the wes and ip in Lo wiRESCTive
pluee io v and pasples mening out of prison choose to mithe then
and then ecmmir other offsnon, kod tey'te more liksy 19 be s
1o prison for thel reeos

T A yos've gl ba do is oompen ki area of Doreet with oties
s ol Brrtain whers tSece is 4 low wmnienong policy [e Gwest
I'm e pecgle wetie in Cwent axwell s in Dorest....14's gaite elaa
that soms asess are =oie kean on sending individuali 1o prisan thas
ikate

TH: What do you put that down 1o®

W Wewe locked at this cer th years a5 0 sems 1o be fairly

claar that sess Hee Olaucesteilige, Dorsy, Sunen, whish are fairly
remberiabie siddie-clus aresy, are the ones where peaples are nt 1o
prizar mant oiten, and thers hove besn some political comments abeul
\h Conasrvalive aflantilion of thes magiatrates. [ you ok a1 arem
Eoe Cweni or the Hocth of Engtand — Drarham for insiamnes - ke
cupssdis] b are much lowsr — a thisd ar & quarter of wha thay
e b weas ke Doraet,

TH: e of the lmporiani pointy made by the sousty. s that the poles
in Borsel are pepsed 1o give unone 1o peity fra edfendes more
Franpuanily than ather coanties Jand therafors il a cose does coms 1
trial Ehe offemoe i1 of & mode mrices natee and the offender i more
Haely to go be jail That seems i be » prefly good s plasation ro me.

M 1 akdnk 0F ceutions are made that's good. Whethey 1keyre made
i gEeater numbers in Dormt then elenwhece.. | dao't know the evidencs
for 15xia, Bast 1 woald have thowgh it would beves been Teirly uslihely o
b drasticaliy differant fram other areas of Briten,

TH: Wall Ms Waeall, thank you.., We'll sea what U Flgures are Wkd

The Story of the Mewham Alternatives Project

By Liz Dronfield
Preface by Stan Cohen

RAPF 1980

Obeeingble frant: ANck Ryaw, 37 5 Mikdved's Roed, Lowdon S 12,
Fotape free for RAP mowbers, mormamebirn 25

Hhere o last s the repast on NAP's experimenial period (1974-6)
Tha ook siso incudes mow of the montesds of e “Rainbow Bookie!”
writben by the two oziginal BAF wotken and (it publishsd in 1976

MAP. und 1he seceniby-establiihed Brighton Altematives to Frisos
Project (BAPF), are 11 presend 1he caly projects ansoclated with RAP
which seek £o provds & ‘Felical alterative 1o privan’ withis 1k
exigting crierdnsl juscice sysiem — I8 NAFS caso {until recsnclyl

by sskuing local oougts Lo defer pasing sewleRos on imaiivacdusin

who had been refezred to NAP (usually by paobatios offizerl,

i the hope that they mould pariicipate in the project md thenely
puin seme bemefie which would justily o nom-reciodial entence when
they came back bo pourt

A Stan Cohen poanis out is his preface, KA poadtion was inhegently
ambigunui: @ hal 1o weak with the rystem whils trying 10 work
agabea i, Cohen s shie to quote Mathdesen's Thre Foffifes of Abalisin
1o the effect that ambdguity is the berd policy, bat the e remedna
thaat it waa mever clear exactly what FAP wai brying bo schieve, and

i confidbgushss It o b very JiTeul fo evaluaie,

ri r.rm
criterja
Cohem paoposes theee ‘Thgorous criteria’ by wikich & project like MAP

might ke judged. Thes ase critena of saceptability is principle rather
than of mcees in pructice, and they ase pot very rigoroedly e preaed.

Mumber oon i ‘Dot the alternanive merely reproduce dhee old) Ieerem
fm difsgucdee s B0 Uy pacams, 28 the discuwmion af it ot fat wems 1o adi-
cate, "Doca # imobe osergon™, the anreer musd sevitably be Yea'
given Lisw 44 e now i, an slvermarive bo prison meded an altesnative
Festwn af cosrcian, Bt i the question iy whetker the project workers



J

wepe ihermaives The agenis ol wate coefcion, (e dnrwer o thit they
eschewnd 1lus rede 10 such an extent thal they almosi destroyed NA MY
viablflity auan “shernatiee’, The comrty mequired reposts ot the enil
of the period of deformont, and reparts — parthy written by the
particpaniy conceraed — weee provided, bor becsoee the threas of 2
bad report would have been coarcive, ey wene alwsyr favoarabie,
Sinon the Court of Appeal in & » Gy mid that o ‘wabstasiial” cusees
daal sentence is nappropriase if the offender prosives 2 'Bol uafevoue-
shle” repart, NAPY sttitude virually made nonsense ol ibe odensdbie
resson for deferment, and i is undertandable thet Gifly's case was
cited as 5 resson for reloctan e 1o wend people to NAF, NAF acted on
the beliel that impeisonmeni ool mever be lustified For it cliesis,
although in theory they wen all people for who i wai prime facie
e proper sentence. This shows just how precurious snd amisdvaleni
its pelationship with the ‘oruem’ L

As fop the remaiwing criseria: the wevond - Thoe Bhe A PROEATI
Becouny & gesiire altermative (i dmprisonment) or does [t meselr
supplesent the exictiveg fyitesn ™ « i undoshtably valsd. But the
1hiird seems serely o restatement of ene aspect of the mmo principle:
“The wtate should not be sllowsd o coffos grougs it ‘sevice’ on
the grousds of their sllegrd rtsemblance 1o thow wha beedk laws”

putting a figureon it

The pigsatt incisdes several s of figures which are presusably micnded
tu prowide the basis for & “ehiective” evaluation, bat thoughthey ae
wesy carefully and ciearty st out, | doubi whether they really sl s
mudh.

Heconvicoon figures almon imvarishly paint to {he opneluten thit
nothisg wosks very mush beices Than syithing elie (ar in oiher words
thit ‘eriminality” is nod an mdividual conditbon which an e “oued”),
and NAPS are no exgeption, 1ts also worth bearing in mind that
althoagh they'n axpresied in et of & pereesi, they refer tojust
37 people. Bul NAP can jusifuibly caim, on the basi of the ces
srediey m the repart, that many partcipants fei Themseboes (0, kave
benefHiad in wanys which had notking 10 do with reconviction

In an attempt to etablioh whether ke whao had their sentenos
“deferred 10 NAP would other wis bavé pone w0 jeion, (hefl people
people who were referred o NAF durisg the & pedsseatal period,
mndd sropetd mn being 51 mak of going 1o prison, are divided isto (e
groups = thown wiose sniences weee defermed fo NAF, those wha wem
sent to prison. and thoss who reosived & Aon-cuestodlsl saience - and
the chasscictitias of the three groups am compared. This ahalys doe
mait show @y very sharp contrssty bedween che three groaps, which
ot itEn b0 indicete that those scoepind by MAF were sl some rish of
going 1o prisan; bl tee aightly greater resemblanoe of the NAT par
ticlpants to the imprisaned rather than to themon-cumodial group {in
1erms of previsas convictions, ete) handly jesilfies dhe conclusion thas
alll 37 sould have recebvod oamodisl sentences i NAF had not inter-
vemwid

Anothes chapter ls devoied fo a covigarisn of the wse of defared
seniences in Nowham and Basiing, the object being fo show thay NATFs
premnce bed 10 grester member of seniences being defedrd

Again the peiadis aze incondudve, 1h fact moee seamnon wom delend,
peoportianately. in Rarking, Bat the rapett stresses that up 1o 1976

tha use of deferred senienoes (s Newham Incresed from yoas o yoas,
whieras in Barking there wit o aharp (6l berwees 1975 aad ‘76 and this
dEfTereas is priribated 1o NAP. Oaly bn the moxt chaptes i it mes

tionod that in IRTE-T ihe number of sendences deferred 1o NAP abo
fell sburply. (Thi hewever i blamed on ‘obsiruction” by probation
offioes rather this nelsctance to defier on the part of IFL) 1o amy
cane, 13 the Ball and Chain awards yearly remind wa, there we wids
vartalians s seniencing pabicy between défferent maglstrabes” couris,
wnd i1 is practically impodsible S0 asseis the importance of a tngle
factor, I mighi have been more enlightening to conuider how gan
participuats had peesosal ciroumastanced whick might have jasiified

n deferment had MAP nit been svallahle. Where dearty no wch

cif pusmlanees exissed, oredin could confidently have been ghven to NAP,

inside view

Sbore imprewve tham all i Ngures aze the cue studies, the commenta
uwtwwﬂwhwuwnﬂmﬂw
MAP wertkers’ acoomnt of themsshves in the ‘Bainhow bookler'. Thes
cafvey that wotkers aad participasis alics really did ex perience NAP
a5 someihing radically diffesent from other "altematives’ and pot soeme
mmdi:tm-uuuhurulmn-i:m]rnmﬂpuw
*crime pioblem’, Unformmstely it alse comes over that NAP falled to
mnwmudmmu-dmm That is
Hnnwhumufmmmmrﬁ.i!ﬂnnhhm
offer “pockety’ than sny other af the svilable “dlspesals’: 14 Fulfitied
tha bomad imperative (hat ° rhinghan o be done” ¥l a cafe
nﬂﬂvﬂrm—lmhm—rﬂmwﬂm

e book wai complated too son to be sbie bo menzion hat, in reponse
to the paibetically thin 1wickis of referals in recent years, NAF il now
weking to bradden it criveria so a8 to offer o servioe to all thass 3

risk of poisg hm:gmllmmhhﬁﬂm

thowe under & supended sntenoa). This i en mportant developsssin,
For f NAF cum win accepiance = such a wider role, the pravisian of

an 'leermmthve to prisan’ muy heoome mo more thah @ subsklsary part
af {14 efforts ta pive the potential victims of the prises rysem =
“ouiskle dhamoc,

We rried ro breok down barriers:
berween participanty & workers



‘I worry bo havs to tell yos that be tosak e oeen life”

Brefors wastisg to wilte Raysmond'y itory, | phosed Broadmoor 1o
fingd out what had happened to him. It seema thal he hisell soboed
tha ‘Esaluble probilem’ which certaim doctors i that e posed.

“Lin le" in ihe of af @ne e pEychisinag, ke wig driven
4i3 the wlitmsle treabment. An aliernatvd might kave worksd with
him, bt the coens be their wislom used the conveational institutions
of oontrol aned Ereatment. Weosld Ry mosd b slive today if erthve
cigmiesites had been sllowed o cure for him? And how many cther
wimaldl gt be hugied A prison graveyurds I we, the pullic, undendood
anid cared aboat our social camises® (har wacial reem i killlag people
Hke Raymsnd all 1ha tlma,....

Baymend wid 15 d@qih in e laslly of eleven chilibnen, gk a daal
miclser amd o father who committed moerl. Fe waa put into “care’

i B moniki: ‘in ool of can and protection”. Sickly, wiben

and urapproachahle, he was ad 4% yesr severthelen choson out of
twwnly chikdien fod featering by s reipeciable working class child-

s coupie who world bave sdopied bim, Bad the setus father e
uhiecied, The foster-mother's rwn inatability was not matioed st e
time. The new parmis were potskises Bnd over-prolestive, weming o
wunt 4 pedfed chikl

Thee Ealann teachaf warned thal a kel of patbence wosld be meaded

with Raymond, [Finess moani thad be missed sohonl ofsen, Fhe was

oo pood Tor s child”, his foster-aothet ubd, seming omly hh‘-.Hm
sormetimen ®ayving in ted all day - but ¥ he would come

fully 1o life: whon he slected & book for himsell 5t the libeary, keamt
s ride & Blke, wad tanght Eely 1o Irive @ car, "the oaly tme be rmally lels
happy'. He ha d ome or iwo frends et wan umally an onlooker an
ErougE Al s early age be read books about haman pBoslology, abost
the woskings of the brxin. He wrote storiey, took piamso lencas, gnd wes
incepewied @ radi  end crvalal s

Hia gathies 1hinks the thoubde paglly wlarpsd when bé changed 1o -
andary madam ichoal. Hé tnianiells lof and on the advice of ibe
schoold doctor wan referred to the kool mentsl hospital, o Inrge rede
loriick placeex tremely sdvanced in drug treatment’, whose Superine
tendant regarded poychaotherapy g a dirty wand” (sccording 10 8 wclal
warker) and who consldered Raymond's meatal ‘finesa’ {o onginets
“in his geews’. He informed me that once Raymond Bosi his fear of
you, he would ‘talie sdvantage’ of you. Af the sge of 13 Raymond
waa given ECT - unmecesstielly, He spent long spells in (he enenial
heapleal whepe be was sever violend bat abeol and withdows' and
“very determined” about what he didn’t wast 1o 0. LUintil thés his
behaviour hsd been repazded as 2 mere phase, [ was now regazdesd
mi 30 mbject for phy il treaiment,

s mostheer's menopiuss mme sarly and she suffered from depermion
and wmi also ghvin ECT i the memial bokpital Fod sodme yéan Ray-
mond and she weeesed 00 e B in s o enter hospital  She
puiltily resembed him for what he was doing 1o her although she
desperately wanted to know how to handle him. He scnased ber of
mot mally wamting bim, juil & his ows peients had sal either, and
wosdersd whiy his oun muether had not wanted hims at all. He tald
her: “You wast mé (o be aha¥l can™.” ke stole From ki father and
was put for theee moshs in a children's hoss,

Fhe: bad @ fob in o Boydo wodkahap and did welll, but wis véry wiihs
drawn from che other worksrye He commaned several offences such
wt driving under age (he loved to drive fasti and shopbreaking. and

W BN G0 .ﬁ,ppu'\:w-d Schi] asnd degualifled from driving Fae fhve
years, Meanwhile social worker had made teelhve yswscomalul
applicariond 1o sdokedcent paychilsiric unity, Kimpakey Hall, Laing™
“maylimn’ B Londed, bad fo vasasey, The Approved School had noted
im down s “very qudet, bomely and Assvoiil; withdraws ssd usio-
opizathe,” Bai his ‘exceptienad ability” in sculpting wood and day
emerged and wia emooumped.  He showeed a Hitle aldiny oo sl - fog
mnlance, he Sowed hia dnelilms io the other bove. Bt offical

piy cldatric reparts wers ioom to colegorie Rim s ‘schivokd pychos
padh; hyg rvll afdl | il Belssves peopte ek, laugh sboud
him, watch kime Impsdsiee &nd sninhibited. No real cgard Fop anl-
pchal mofn. Mo moral seese. Mo insght into foess’. The sl recond-
wil the ‘determined paneait of his own intereets but lack of interes und
anthuakesrs for any othen” and his "suireme - ssemingly dellberafs -
slowmeas to drese’

Aftes Approved Schoal, he was arrested in 1968 for indecent as@uli
on & boy and driving offemoos. Filis fathar would not have him home
an Ball bcauie of the sewudl offence, IR prison he was depoessal
and aitempied suicdde. The dhaglsm wrote: "He mys  thad having
meoeived @ Boreisl entenes, i s apparend fo him that )2 wvitabis
thean b will becorme @ coiepined amd Bnoowtoss. Conseguently W &
not warth lving. He has callad ditenton 1o s posds asd | do not
think bee will repeat thic gestene. A seagitive Boy wh > Eas boea na
mental boapiial’,

Thw Borial Allocation wing 1 Wopmwood Scrabs was the next por

of gall, but he was ssoved 1o the prison howpital when vasious sy mptoms’
appearsd mich ad waiitkng 1o My snd exipeme, imbivalent leclings

abasat his seothes, For monchs he at in the paychistnis ward while

the dacion feled o decide his future, Dne secommended T eitham,

e “pychilairic’ Bosvial; anather reganded him s guite whsuitabie

le msde srothes sdosd + o peychintriet weose: "Hus ot
himaell, nos-fatally, to menipulae environment.’ He wa ghven dll.q-,-l.

A posleive feasurs for & while wene bi-weekly art dasses which Raymoad
njoyed. Thess viopped when the Principal Medical Officer had the
tescher diswbaed. A few times he wes moved by hospital offioen

frcetn the ward 1o 2 ‘singie rocm” for offences such & poazing his
edlcEng iito an sy,

-0—0—0-

| met him abosat this time (1969); be was thin, pale, unbappy-loaking,
wilh siooping shoulders, and very sll-consdons. He would abt =

my office sometimes {1 w8 leoie] warker in the hospital) snd draw,
seeming to (imd it vary hard vo b, comsiorally exchanging o il sedle
e . [ learny that the Soctar were § B FEDRFS

him 1o his origing] hoepital, o prospect which Baymomnl heied, The
howpital, koo, wwr relactant for him to go back, & 7t preformed well-
behaved patients; but @ prison paychiatrinn belitved he should he locked
up in & hispital For &n indefinite perind, ax otherwise he would oon-
tirue hriakiog ihe bw afd woukd recelve longes and longss prison
weriEnUE.

I affered to find an allarnative to the mental hospital, unoe hie would not
b allowed to do what ke wanted 19 do - go home, | visited his pareaits,
varing social worbesy who hed kmown biss, = the meentel hipeial.
Ward 14, 1o which e would revarn, was full of eldery patients sitting
wround the walls, slent and apatietic, dmgged in cheir areschain; a

voge area devoad of comvernmtion. [ 1o fin up for 2 Rudolph
Sieiner commpnity 80 lake him Tar @ 1oial pesod, amd & Richmond
Fellowship house for & fariber triad period. Revmend had anguished for
eleven months in prison bafoee be left for the Mint trisd



The hurian warmth, the chasmatic pososality af ihe director, the
eaiivy work, beautiful surrouRdings anid caring lUfestyle of the Sesiner
nmemiily seemed o beaelit Rayseond, for after 8 fe iy e iooked
healihicr and was ward commueicative. e had bees paniuaded 1o

o b Eroup gctivitics, he warked full-time and fhere seemed some proipect
i his béing bl 10 say, Sinct the digecion, i had related the mast

o i, W gty on holiday, 1t was arranged Tor him 1o wpend thr

sescomd tplal pehod th ey abseno sa e mewved fo ke Richmond Fcl-
wwankap, who provide fouses fod proplesho have boen ar b

otherweiss he in mamis] otk

These, tom, e developed in wars wriich il penal imstiiutbons inki-
fied; he made [fends with ssorher resident who wis mn wriist and
“seaporded to B lieniited degree'sn the commanity. Fut one Satarday,
when the hiuse was ek, e Befl i groussdy gnd padeeently sanubind’
a young boy. The bey il oot bt his modher, s mirst, nderuecd
ssd wanted mo procendings, However, prEssime frevin pthar et in
1hn'ren|g;t|hk“r||:glub-u-|rlmﬁ-d messi that the palioe were brought

in and Baymond sgein fuind hamueld & prison on remesd.

Vikiting smy prisofEl on remand i @ eiradn, trykng 1o communicabe
{rrongh a pliss panel It waa simuiat hopeles wihen | ww Baymenil;

1 bried gettisg an open Vst bl e afficer would roi bend The rules

We mushged 1o exchange § fiew wordi: be wis depreiddi The usihand-
ings cnly wotsened the usuad dilficalties of cosEring with Raymond,

That was hard, bat iy messng with the Principsl Medical Dificer of

e puisen, who wms required 10 wite 3 puychiatric epeat for e cuull,
was mghansarish. | presenbod my sl only (o tell what | keew of Raymoed
anil 10 weggest that Ehe war! be stkoed to allow Rim b0 priwin to the
Sreer cameunity. T his docios enierizined me for mesi of an hous

with praphi detafs of wdedic arimes ke had knowh of , snd my <fToris
1ot the coavermidon hick 1o Raymond wim: 8 vain Eveelually he
peknowledjad ke prablem of Haymoad, bat | got B0 Sign thal 1hete
woulkd be g eyspelletle reparl

Dewpite {he willimgreeas of the SEened opEmumity 1o have him badk, “in
the hopt that hevieg mOre cosypaEy amd cesntwcts here, this problem [of
idecrni aaiaalt) il bermd 0 diriinisk”, the ooart sent Raymond hack 1o
his mentad hoapital, Alihoogh the surerintendent did not want kim beck,
Raymand woioed th The proands sad paiad Tila way.

He wai agabn cnnvicted oz rpdeoenl Gasall snd wead o Rl moot,
where he kilied Eimsall in 1372

TOO TOUGH
TO HANDLE?

iy H W achis & Yitchak Rakal, =The Life-Siyle ¥iclant
Burenile™ (Laximgios ooks, 1979 L 16500

The chemare in 1971 of the s Jivenile Lrainieg achiools {the
equivalend of orals] i M assche ety w3i followed simost ¥l
anoe by i opening of the ot Seeuse Limitt fiox oy considered
oo ough Tor e ‘rommuBity corrections’ pyyLem m handl:. The
authors, wha have both bt invobved in the "Massachusets
experiment’, wppori the TEw that, whil the great majarity of
wesang alfenders pught not to be Institutionalisd, & few il or 40
in @ viate of 6 million propis e to b locked up. Thel jatnt
work, which takies up Jis than halll of the boslk, i ol 1 denadled
proposal fisr o meodel “poutt ieatman ynil’, The rest of tha book
comprHeen 3 sofiectin of insenviews canducied By W pchas o the
semen oof pavenile justice, de-insitu tionalisstion, condikos in
priscas asd (rainsng schools, aed the alleged reRafEEnms of vialent
gEnyd B At dhoan cfils.

The ty pacal “life-styhe vigkent juvenie is & member of mch &
gang. and can thus ke s a8 a distinptively Amerhcan phenomeEsd,
Mhe auihar corceds that ‘dangeeoumstis’ s AL @ guality that can
e diapnosed or prdicind, The prifary cHLEron Fusy o ik G0
(e proposed mnkt would be cerwiction of @ violont cvkma — soch &
mussder, FEpE, oof 8 Eepadd OF third armed sobssy

sales talk

£ ix ackmitbed (st the ‘meed” fon incaseenabion s banzely political
The niifies fo whom 1 appiied willl vary wich polisical pressars
Bt 12 guthods advise that having onee This oo o figare you bild a
girghe usit to hobd evactly that numises: the expaiie imwrnved will
b & nbstacie to bublding snother, *Liberal’ programmaies. o uRder
fize politcslly, and 1he mathoe tead o fall back on & vty
ovanoamic defence of 1helr peomition. “Justios’ and seare’ &g reduoed
o pommwoditien to be “mkl” 10 the © Il justic © " o
this *condumes of haman service’.

The non-politszal arpsments fisr the propossd ireatmist ars 0ol
wery comvincing. [t is asseried, withoul any iseocetical discuasion,
that the ‘actifip-out’ delinguent 1§ connitly seeking to be controlled,
ail 1hat the e perence ol gosrtyod n an artilkial ewviannment will
helip him o control himeetf back on the siesst, The msin b
peutic inchmnkjE empiayid woukd e to wrrl o] begharwioar
wirh a ooy pell amd mare wnbk,

Pirate's tale

[ar mre convincing i the mdicirem by the awthars aed by
Wachia' convicl mbeTviewess of condivions in e juvenie peisons,
where vhodemes ind homosed usl mpe are ol occasional kapses of
disciplime, bul the pecks = as inmaté pecking-onler, o cad Ty
(he axad¥ mw an inskrament of comapal. The prupoied wnil = degigned
b mimdmbse such bohaviour, partly By architpotural devioes in the
mnser of Benthem's Pancpiaone, amd purily by an haroks com-
ination of viglence, DONCRET and Testrain on the pari of ket gandl

Yachai" inlerviess ap consderbly more Erlepesiing Than the
b fExt. Furabe, (b | &-year-obd War Counsllos of p New Yark
Eaig, s particularly vivid socoant of ki woid, . Jerome
Miller, who Wi direetdy reapondilile for dosing e whasactusaEthy
tradming schools, ase his some notable ihings 1wy, Fof instases,
e accEgin 1he el fior @ weCwie Wil bt apart from U wokl
B L residbeniial cars’ - thus cOmInG &
o4 closer lo complete de-izititutbomakisation an it original
PrOgERmITE And b anticapaies it “in e meo T decads o D, WMe
povermar s going vo we the political advantage of wigpesting the
shalitivs of me prrisans’

Bai wiea we [ind one co-guthor being. imterviewed

py tha othet, i becames e ghat the tape-iecanieT i IR
used to gvodd the hand wark of wntng. T sewalt s o bakly-
L o F ] xpesiye ook
Tany Wend




LETTERS
OF DARKNESS

Tu e fawd decadle of the MOBh penmtury, @ mam faf? phe shivemiering  werld of
hiigh sociery and entered the ferd pin of prson,  That man way Oscar Wilde,
o comied .33, While in prison he weofe fae lefiers o the Daily Chronicle
{1 ani arternipd 1o expore the conditions thar prisoners Kved fn. Wilde broughy
i the subfect the writer's rision eid @ gerutne sympaihy for bz felflow
prisoners; gad by cosmmenis have o divruring conremporary resenance

o ampone who i familiar with present prisow practices

Wildhe s firsr feveer wae provoked by the dismissal of warder Martin from
Reading prison for giving @ child prisomner foome fwde! hitcad iy apaiidl the
prison rules. What i s percepriiive b Ry accowni Iy iy waders tanding thar
prison brulalizes everyone mvolved i - the warders a3 well @3 the privosers.

He avgues Bhad the prison ivitem encowndges the prison staff att all levels fo
make g ferish of prison repulenions wiich become objfeces of iratlom reverence:

“Oeddinary cruelty i stmply stupidity. 1t

i the entive want of imagination, 1t i the
mesuli, in our days of stereotyped sysiems,
of hard-and-fast reles and stupidiny.’

Siwi Cohen gnd Lewrie Taylor in tieir book Prison Secrets, sthow! rery clearly
Hier phiy sieuehion solf exinm Prisow stgf) are prvess very Biidle formal disererion
bevause of the xyxtem of soretified neles « @ pestem wherehy one sef of reguletions
har anorher st of reguilarions witich specify how the firr ser of reguienions showld
be inrerpretod and opplied. Thus, on the few occations when reguberione e
farmally applied in pood falth, they fond o be applied winh macimme stupidicy.

Wilde ¥ secomd Iester i an attempit fo divestly influeoe g 5 for the reform of
prisons thiat was pesiag Perongh Parlianeens. To s levfer he sugeests @ member
of reform that be considerad urgent i 1897 They inclnded: adequate education
Jaclittes, adequare facilittes for wisits and visitors, an o 1o slopping ouf, and an
e fo the cengorship of priconers” lerters,  Thete are S0l urgesr tn [O50,

We pemerally think of fechrigrees of rensory deprivarion @ recent fTnowaions; pef
Wilde shows that these recturigues exived in embryowic form in [tk connery
prison and were ured a1 @ deliberate policy,

Sleep deprivarion, for exanple:
“The chject of the plank bed i 1o produce
Insommnia. There {s no other chject in it, and
it invariably succeeds. And even when ane is
subsequently allowed a hard mattress, as happens
in the course of imprizonment, ope still suffers
msommia’,

Wilde s Letters conr considerable doubi wpon the theory that prisons have bécome
micre Momane tinee the [9th cennery. His letrers, rather, lead fo the concliadon
that appression ko beeome more §vifematicelly onpanired, Wilde's

prison leivers are worth reading for thelr deep Rimaniny, bur thew are

disrurbing reading, because the conditions thar evoked his husasiry

furve progressively been streamiined in the direction of infmenity,
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UGS

MONLY USED

IN PSYCHIATI

Iy st Summest w5 lasl year, we sl inhed the first pan
that this list will halp prisoners and their Tamilies and fri
The first part of the table desit with trangui|isers; in this
poniraliers,

1t shoula be noted that the side-effects mentiomed o0
af them, Mild side effects are fakrly comman, Dt serieul

Otficial mame Tracde name
ANTIDEPRESSANTE { Tricyolics)
Amitripiyline Trypikood
Sarotan
Mgry differani coloured Domecal
tablets and capsisles Lentizal
{depending on stréenigth
and manufacture]
Syrup — pink
Protiptyline hydrochlance Concordin
Salrmon red or white tabléts
MiD gy g
Birtriptyling Frpdrochloride Aenityl
vellow and while capsulés
Coloarbess Hauld
imipraming hydrochionce Tatranil

Minor s affech

Drog in blood pressune
Palpitations

D orrkiress

Blurred vislon

Shiin rashes

Maiiiaa, vormiling, giddiness
Unstaady gait

Laciation

il - amitriptyiine

Dry mouth

| sereasing heart rate
Difficulty i focussing syes
Constipation

Sweating, glddmes

Sarlous sids effects

Myocardial Infarctian
Blood disorders
Loss. of sex drive

e amitryptiling

joe amitnyptiling

Dipurbancs of sexual funclaons

Skin ragnos
ANTIDEPRESSANTS fretracyclics)
IMianesnrin hoydrochloride Bolwhion Dhrowiiness
Yellow tablets Norvl
Mo ryfup s e .
ANTIDEPRESSANTS [Monoaminedxioese ihibaitors)
Pyere | 2ire Mardil Dizzinens Cepenl desturbancas
Dircwesiness nacluding impotenos
Orange sugar-coaied Lablets Weakness Cerabiral haemorrhage
Mo gyrap Fatigue A ooour
Diryreeis of mouth
ConstipsTion
Tranylcyproming sulphate Parnate Headache Sexual disturbanoes
Muscle twitching including Imgetence
Geranbum red tablats Sweating Carebral haemorrhags
Mo wyrup Blurring of wislon CAR OOk
B i rashed
Insgimnis
Lithium Carbonate Camcolit M aused Coarse wemar of the hands
Loose stool Gl uggFshyess
Wit uncoatsd tablats Fire tremar of the hands Slaepireris
NG WD Polyuria Giddinass
Polydipsia Ditficulny in ipeaking '
‘Weight gain Effoct an thyroid glard
Cedema Slowwing up
Feeling cold

Gain In weight
Apathy



Y (2)

3 list of drugs used In payehiatry, and their side-affects. e haps
. 10 klantify any dirwg they may have been given In prison,
@ Wl BEvaT anti-deprestants, sedatives, and rigidity and tremor

i soume cases onty, and it would be unusual to experisnce many
1 (with the exception of depemibends an barbiturates) ane rare,

|

‘gue, &pﬂﬂ;f. :gn _i.q'_:ga
e the main mental aide

SEDATIVES
Barbiturates
Armylobarbitone Brrytal Sleapenass Dirug dependence very [ikely
Tablets whits Drundkesnansis
Asrrylobarbitene sodium Sodium amytal Difficulty walkiry
Bllus capiules Corlussnn
Whits or biiss tablets gﬂ:‘_;“
{depending on strength} Voriting
Pentoharlionns sodium Nembiutal Ay before Aj before
ol bowwihite and vl low
capmules (depending on
strength|
| Quinal Barbitone and Tulral g before A5 belore
Amylo Baritone
Owarge and blue capiulad
Butobarbitone Sonanyi M before A belare
Pink tableis
Citfers
Mitrazapan Magadon Maoring dmssines Confusion after
White tablats or black and e clonged use
pusrple capsules
Mo syrup
Triclotos sodiem Trichloryl Hashuzg
Mild heatache
| Blus nabilets Gastro-intestinal
. Orange coloured syrup disturbances
F “HIGIDITY AND TREMOR CONTROLLERS
i Benzhexol ydrochicride Artans Diryness of mowth Canfusion
Blurring of wigkon
White tablets or Epuamaring Drizxineds
ool capiules Mild nausea
Ma syrup
Orphansdring hydrochloride Disipal Diryneass of mouth Reteriian of urine

Blamr [ wklar
aliow sigar-coated tablets o ks

| Mo s5rup
Procycliding hyduoch|orids Kemadrin Diryness al mouth
Blurring af viskon
White tablets Gidd:iress

| No synup
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THAT MAY REPORT:
RHETORIC & REALITY

The Report of fhe Committee of Inguiry mto the United Kinpdom

Prison 52 mvices

The committes under Me Justhes May (1) 1o report on the
state of the prisen services in this country was sppoinied by
Merdyn Bees in the coniext of increasing militancy within the
prisors, both by the prison of flcers and by the pridonérs.

¥et the report gives one the curious sensation that prisonsi
reeds and mpirations are onlfy marginally selevant. They are
treated [n the main =i incidenial 1o such isues a3 the pay,
conditions and morabe of prison officers and govemorns.

The politics and policies of the POA come under critical
gcrutlny. Particulnr disapproval bs seserved (10.10) for the
national executive's decivion to allow branches the right to
take bocal indusirial action on local isswes. But oversll, litthe
sttemtion has heen given 1o the control of the power exerised
by the prison officers within and over the sysigm. The impact
on prisons of individusl and organised attitudes and praciices
of officers has béen ignored. (1)

Half of this repan is speni discusing pumensus aspects of
the officer’s jub, the res being maknly devoted to the history
snd organisation of the prison services. There ane no discuss
jona of the problems of violonce, e, kong sontenced (3),
increass in the numbers of young prisoners, or the use of
drugs,

NO CONS' VIEWS

The committes visited 38 UK prisoms. Yet then i no indi-
cation in the Introduction to the report & is the li of thase
ghving oral evidence that the commlttee sought the views of
inmates themselves. Being o convict does ot necessarily
invalidate o person’s powess of obssrvation, rasoning and

pudgment.

The repart opens with & detailed look at the sumbers prob-
lemt withis British prisons. The increase is lurgely the product
uf an increasing number of offences being prosecuted, bal
also of the averape length of santence being mereased by
some BOFE in the kst 30 vears [3.8). The commitice sippsis
the conchusions of the Report of the Advisory Council on the
Penal Sviiem, 4 Review of Maximum Penalties, which sugg
ested that & large numbet of the shoet and medium term sen-
iences were longer than need be in the interests either of the
offender or of society. (3.63) But this report, published in
1978, was rectived with great hostility by the press and law
enforcement apencies, and i unbikely to be implemented.

Steve Uglow

Orvercrowding exists - and the committes is pessimisiic about
the trends over the next few yeam, An InEresting pont 5
made that the nature of the inmate popalition has changed
and is now mere especially selected (3.17), consisting of mase
habitwal criminals than of first offenders. It s difficalt 1o
take this point - there are probably fewer first timers, bul
even ten years ago the incidence of recidivists in the prison
populstion was higher than 7 in 10 (4}, so thal any necen!
change is unlikely 1o have o significant effect on the quality
of the inmeste population.

FUTILITY

It might well be trug that the problems of control within
pHscns have changed. But is this the result of some change
in the nature of those being sent 1o prison, a8 the commitiee
suggests? It can equally be angued that this is the resali of
the greater sitess om scunty since the Mounthatten Repord
in 1966, with the consequent rsstriction that has been felt
in all areas of prison life: and of the increasing length in
sntenced, inducing 3 wense of furility for prisonsrs and sl

In ts recommendations (331 - 3.68), the commatize recog-
nises that layge mimbers of inmates could be wleased with
ws theeat to individual safety or public onder, Less stress on
custody for the mentally disrodersd, the drunks, the petty
oifenders, remand priscaers, fine and mainlemanoe defauliemn
could reduce the daily population by 7,500 or 10,000, saving
between £0.% and £1m per week i 8) -even if the extra
supplementary benefit paymenis were taken into sccount,

The serdiments expressed at least are good. But the meality
bs something else. Where are the places for the mentally
disordered? Where aro the detoxification centres for the
drunks? - thare were onky two setup after the 1972 Crininal
Justice Act, and the foture of one, the Leads cemire, wems
very doubtful. Where are the néw canter opporiunities fis
the petiy offendss who spends degades in prison, never
trained, now untrainable and rapidly bosing what social

skills 3/he poseised?

The repon makes it clear that it is noa difficalt toe gat
people out of prisons if the Home Office has the will.
Bt some of these people will suffer problems which can
only be resolved through public money. They cannot be
threwn oul inko the cold sconomic world outside.

Wenald & beties approach mot have been to consider the crileria
{hat should he satisfied BEFORE a person is commitied to
prison? It i curious that the committee should have considere
in chapter 4 the objectives of prisons ence they have safely
imaarcemied fhe inmates, but not the eriteris on which tha
populstion shouald be chiosen.,



DANGER

One approach might be that the prosecution shoald show
{bevond ressonable doubt?) that the "public interest” demands
impresanment of the sccused, Le. thal the sccused presented a
clear and immediate danger 1o \he public which could only be
averied by prison, Even o lovsely interpreted fomuls tke this
would lead to o sebstantial drop in the average duily prison popu-
ot

“The potsr remains, however, that the exisience of these
possibilities (ie, reducrion of prison population . . . canaof
abgolve society from the dury of continuing o spport for
the forseeable fieture o substontisl peral populstion’ (3.72)
in a sense, politics] realism breaks here, Despite the
practical altematives to prison open to the Home Oifice.
slgnificant shift of resources is 3o unlikely as 1o be discounted,
Thete ure suggestions for an inerease in capital expenditane on
prisans (6, 102], for o new prison bullding programme (6.105),
and for the modernization of prisons below standard. Tt s
recommended that only one prison - Dartmoos - be closed,

It i hasd 10 reconeile these recommendations with the plea
for a reduction in populstion,

SEVERE CASE OF
IDEALISM

The major discussion of these subjects is contained in chapter
4 - 174 pages of 1ext, o about 4.5% of the total report. In
surveying the liiemiume on the philosophy of punishmant, one
las some sympathy with the committes in seeking to write
anything abowut the fanction of prison. They do et Hmit
themselves 1o discussion of the sterile congepts of detemence
and rehsbilitation, and there is recognition of The socal sdence
research whibch has demsolished the myth of ‘treatnent and

training’.

But while the trestmeni ideal is recognised as a fallacy, the
fresh thinklng that “tends (o concentrate on & prisoner’s rights
ruthér than his negds’ i criticised (4.24). This ‘justice model’
fosters the idea of "humane containment’ ( 7), and argues that
the prison regime thould not affect the inmate’s normal rghts
and freedoms to any grester extent than necessary (8). May's
rajor criticism of this approach i that it is a meam without
an end, and can only result in tuming the prisons imnto humas
warehousei.

This & 5 severe case of idealism on May’s part, ff he feels that
prisons can serve any other function af present. Forty pages
earlser, it i carefully explained that on the aight of June 30th
1979, 17,023 males were in local prisons where the certified
normal accomodation was | £,691; and that they would be
spending X3 hours out of 24 in their cells. Perhaps & definition
of "warshouses” would help.

HOPEFUL?

In place of humane containment s a realistic and Lnted
eriterion for managing prisons, May presents & concept of
‘positive’ custody. This envisspes prisons as hopeful and
purposive’ communities. May suggests a rewriting of Prison
Rule 1:

The purpose of the detendion of comicted prisoner ikall be 1o
keep them in castody which is balh secuse and el positive, and
1o tha end the behaviour of sll the pesponsible aut hetitbeds dhall
be wach ak foc-

16

{a} creaie an envirnmeni which can asslt them bo pevpond
aned contribute be socety as paatiively s postible;

() preserve and qromote their self-ropect;

[eh mindmbie, to the degree of sECUTBy RecTRary i each
particular case, the harmsful effecis of thelr remmal
from normasl life;

{d} preparé \hers Tor and wmiss them o discherge.

The committes feli thai the thetoric of ircsiment and Eraining
should be replaced (by other thetoric?) but that the wluabls
things dome in its name shoubd be retained. They alio thought
it was necesary to po bevond ‘humane confainment” as prsof
staff cannot be mked 1o operate in 8 moral waesam. (4. 25},
Given the attitudes and practices towards inmates of individual
prison officers and the POA, this latter satement defles all
comment.

SAME OLD STUFF

The thoupht behind this secommindation scancely seems
removed from than behind the old Prison Rule | (" good and
wseful Hfe') - that i, that eriminals are in some way maladjusted
or sociopathic, and that the nstivution can effect a cure so that
the convicled person is able 10 sdjust his or her behaviour to
s pssumed consensual world outside the walls.

in the discussion of prison reghmes, the commitiss presents us
with few ideas on how this positive cutody would work -
exeept that the industrial and educational sides of prison
should be expanded so that the inmate has a [ull working

day and wages should be revised so 48 1o bear some mesemblance
1o the outside world (91: May is merely closing his eyes fo the
realities of everyday prison life i he thinks (hat the answer liss
in these briel siggestion.

The Prison Medical Service is mentioned in one paragraph (5.49).
This is the more extrordinary in the light of constant allegations
nol only aboul excesive wie of burhitemtes and tranguilisers by
prisan docton (110, hut the treatment of normal medical
complaints as well.

MAY BE BLIND?

The major prohlem with prisons is what goes on inside the
walls, and that is procisely what Mey does not seem 1o have
found out. He has not desceibed it if he has found oui - and
he certainly has pot tried to do anything sbout i1, The place
fo st is with an examination of the basic physical comditions
under which live - numbers o a cell, sanitation,
cleankiness, healih and safety aspects of living and working
quarters. May quiies from the Eutopean and UN Standard
Minimum Rubes. But apari from discussing overerowding.

and the remark thai conditions in the worst prisan an ery
had indeed’, we are not given any idea a3 to how British prisons
measure up Lo these criterin, (% The constant complaints by
prisoners aboud dopping out, food, inadequate washing faciki-
s ot are ignored.

Starting from such hasics as these would be more useful than
telling everyone to be “helpful and purposive’, and paying
prisan afficens more to say quist.

ALL GUILTY!

The committes consldered the role of the Board of Visitons
it decided the present situation should remain, with regard
te both their disciplinary and inspeciorial functions. They
fielt that recent decisions allowing for judicial review i 14)
would mean more effective control than had formerdy been
wumdertaken by the Home Office.



The extont to which such comtrol i elfective is suggested

by a recenl report by the National Prisoners’ Movemenl
PROP, conceming 21 cases adjudicated after a demensisation
#l Wormwood Sanibs which wes beoken up by the MUFTI
squad. The Board of Visitors found all the prisaners ey,
The Governor beard 119 lesser charges, 98 men pleading
guilty and the rest being fovand gailiy.

The high conviction rate and severity of the sanctioes impaosed
suggest that some Tarm of public accountability must be con-
sidered. Surprisingly, May does not consider it, despite the
enormous sentences that are handed out (in loss of remission)
by Governors and Boards of Vistiors. At Hall, for example,
these amounted (o over |00 years of the inmates” bves,

Poasibly the most radical of the Committes’s proposals is the
suggesthon that a new system of inspection fiar the prisons be
created (5620, 1 is recommended that this showld be as dis-
tanced as possible from the Home (Thoe and repont direcily
1o the Home Secretary. The suggestions that such an Inspect:
arate make unanpounced visits to prisons and that jis reports
be published annually, make a welcome bresk in the wall of
secrecy that siropunds prisons, and wold be a small siep to
restosing some degres of acorumtability,

This was » great opportanity for a thorough review off the
place of prisons in our sociely. Yet it was missed altogether,

It ks difficult to be confident that the mos ephemeral change
will resull from the Commities’s deliberation - e.g. on neduction
in the mumber of remand prisoners or an bmprovement in wage
leweds of priscners. The haste structural problems, balh theore-
thesl and practical, will certainly remain.

Faolaotes

| Commities of ingeiry into the UK Prison Service (HMS0) Cmind 7873,
Chapled and parsgraph references g fo thia dacaiment.

1 Among other maiton, penen officers have vupgeoried the segragation
sgoaired undis® 51 Wakefield asd the "cages’ I8 Porterfisld, Invemnem. Thay
M\Tu"nui,hrm-ir.ihﬂwrrﬁhl T Hom g-Lortee 04
Baslinnie, This is & criticsl feus in tha light of recent prosscudlon af
prisom afficers frem Wimson Green and Mus,

¥ This is & d i po off peison populutios, (186 The problems
of policy and prmdple mctive mo wiiantion, nod bs mny of the dcsearch on

e Nl m d, o i documani by the Council af Exsnipe,
“The Treatment af Long-Term Prisonen’ (Sussbosrg 1977)

& Ses How, 5.1 ‘Devisnce, Realiiy and Socieny” (197 1) ot pp. 128 9

& This s definad s o prsoner whowe sicipe would be highly dangsrous
|a i public or pallos oo io il ecarity of the wele.

& The axpendituge on biw asd crder given in ch & mikes for dme
fnteresting, if miher simphs, conclushsas, The Totsl prissn Bedget in
VTR - T8 was L3 T0m, (6,79} and louds ofe b0 (he canclusion ibai 1§
costs £ | M ped paimones per weeek. Tha todal e and order bodget.
imelmding prisona, ¢ e, polics, ugpesis L7 50 a4 the covl of eery
caié Ehal ks broughl belam a criminsl sourt.

7 MicComville, 8,: Future pects of Imgaia
Tha Use uf Imgaisonmant’ (1975 ed, MeConrille, 5.

in Heidaa# &

g Cf, ¢ 58 Buropean Standsrd Minisum Husbes For Dhe Treatment of
Prianens (Furopesn Yesrbook Vol XX1 1973 p, AT5 ot M1}, Mhe
regime af the kssriiution shauld seck 10 minimise asy T eenom helmdcs
hetwesn prison life and 1e 00 barty which tend o e 1k fEypOns-
by of the prisunems or e nespect due fo theic dignivy s humas
berings "

% B gwn b sigucd fhil Tor e majotily of prisoners, the Britiah
Cinsermment has been in Braseh of bodh il UN and the European sl
an the reatment of peisoners in thia ropard, Forthe felevan) Esropean
Saamadard Minimum Bales, #of §, 710 and 6. 770

10 - See "The Abolitbenist’ Summer 1978, Flirgerald and Sis ‘Hritivh
Frisons® 1979 pp. 109 - 131 “The Guardian® 7,1 2.79.

L1 Thi treaimsend of Jobn Siomehoure’s hearl cosdition was pri&bly
uhi FiCEA prabl d reoemi # pha, bul frmm my (wh Csverabiops
wilh ex-paiscmers this does mot wem 0 be mospticasl, | have ik
eom fuld thed bn Wandeworoh sl ise presest lime, one walts | 4 moatin
faif @ dden1s] sppoiniment,

12 Inex puris 51 Germain fey parie Ross (1uiw, the Couri of Appeal
haelal that vhe disciplinary peooreding of Beards of Visior e sulb el
o pedictal review [LE. fhe Courl on gqubsh 8 decossn streed ad = bieich
off il Prison Blule o “aetersl jesticn’ ), The ihres peddgey  upressad
differing virws as 10 wherhes ks could apply 1o pangerdimpy. BaTore @
Chovarmnr, OF, Ko parre Cotterill ot &l ,

b o o e )

i e B

di

e evening me 8 eam from wok,
And o rin fe ketch de bus,

Twao police start fe ran me dung.

Juat f& shew how me no have no lodk,
Dem ketih e and start to mek o fos,
Say o bong cime dem a watch how me,
A heng, heng round de shop

Me gay me? What? heng round shop?
From morning me di 8 wok,

M only jus stop,

An i onoo tink @ He ma o teil,

G un go ask de manager

Dem inssted [ was & potential Lef,
And teck me to de station,

Anyway dem sen and call ma relations,
Wen dem com it was & big relief,

Fe s som one me own cobor,

At least who woulds talk and laagh wid me

e vt | NJINSSVHVH

An me 51l lock up in & jail,

So till me peaple derm insist dat

Diemn o & me wok to gt gom prool,
Tgz police man dem pearly kit the roof,
Because dem leel dens was so sure,

That il is me dem did have dem eyes on,
Hoy, | don't know what's rong,

With thess habylon man,

Dem can't tell ane black man from de other one

Anyway, when we nech me wok place,
Siraight away d¢ manager recognise me face,
Anid we go check me card fo me me dis chock oul

S0 me gather strength nd say 1o de copper,
Léggo me onaa don'l know w on aboat,
You wanl fe s dem face & denk a apologise,
Bist when mé look poi kow .
Me pearly face disgrace,

It mek mie want fe kos and fght,
Biat wey de need, in 8 babylon sight,
If you right you rang,

And when you rosg you doubls reng

%o me & beg onoo leck heed,
Always have o good aleby,

Bocamse even thoegh you nnooent,
Someoné always a Ly,

Fe mek you bid freedom goedbye.




rapor tap?

This delayed conghading part 1o my review af  Fiee 4

Presmare Group— Mick Byms book ahoui the way the “penal etabr
Eshment” discriminaies againm RAF whils it

because of HErelemmin dance, the HBoward Lesgue— should be

resd in confuction with whai | have already weltien. bn 4balitionist
no 1, 1 deok 8 critical ook st Eyan's reatment of the Leagee,
whwdched in the book s political context md commenied on i
wiruweture. [n Chis ieue [T ook ot whot Byen his 1o sy shost
LTS

11 v clear thai Ryass snde ond analysis of RAF hay almost
wholly been deduosd fron printed and wiithen docaments, O the
fasaks of this muterisl, plus o few intervisws with ane or two individasi,
et bt done @ good jub. Bul, # Bai b be dsad, what b b produosd
could have baen gresily iff he hasdd beerm a RAF Indkler him-
milf or i ba bad pui elfort mto more fully nvassing RAF actir
marmbenkip,

I the fiesd part of my review | charped that the Longes, while il haa
dohie asd coltinues to da peod wark with mock effort, sctusdly beip
i bobént and continoe those comervative, shitiv and privileged traics
which permeate the legal, penal and asociied professhons nak ing
tp the “penad sqtabishment’, | made that citiciem o s RAF member,
ui am ex-member of the Up Apuinst the Law collective, 05 someone
whi had played 5 central mle i e campaigs 1o fres Geonge Davis
sid who had spemt over a yoar afterwards as the fulktime seceeiary
of Justioe sguinst the ldemtification Lawa (JAILL JAIL tried o play
&h Intervendomil ol Betwean the sooused, ki or her soliciior amd
ounml Oftem we were totdly ignosead of trealed sith disdain border:
Ing ua onlempl. Many cstd in which we took an intered concemed
nrgandved crime and o1 professons crieniraly, and we soos learnt that
afthough they didn't like tnjustion to be visited wpon tbem, ihey dids't
art much, once off the hook, sbout 1he shape of justice in general o
the affored of thowe trying to make changes for the berter, | pode o
umad from courts with dedms of allepsd Bank rebbert, who meansd
ikscu @ bt of “eerial” (rven when they wem Aghtieg champes of wiich
they were guiliy)-and who, in the oaxt beeath, rdiculed the police in
their case and explained b detall how, IF they were coppirni, Ehey would
Burve organlsnd the fit-up & o lar mom ruthles and determined wey.

RAP is reformist!

Here we asc dealing with part of That wrmall perceniage of criminaby
whoim RAP, between the lines, snd despite ita professed mdicalism,
has 1 hint would need incarceryiion, This is mol @ matte, incidesi-
aily, that Byan appbes himsell 10, Hlowsver, in July 1977 | took My
Harry Mackenny {who sinee July il yoas ki hean poblicissd o BIG
H e Underworld HIT MAN) alorg to 8 RAP wesking group
maitiag of (e “dafgetaid offendes”. [ im Bo1 alggeating thar

Misck enay b what i allaged 1o be, bul | was yeaie al the time (a8
ather RAP mamberns present wene mot) that Haery wasn®t the tygdcal
BAF enthusiast, 15 made me realise that BAPF was relormist, and
hadn't much o offer MacKesmy, ("What do you think Socety should
do abeat prople like you, HareyT') Futuee embarrassments were pre-
vented by (e abeaple Myct thed Herry seves came sgain,

secret handbook

Hyan obvicedy couldn't cover evenyihing that BAF ha dons of pui
s rmme g0, Take Prison Ssorets, written by academica Stan Coben
md Lsurke Taylor asd jolntly pahlished by RAF snd NOCL in Febe
ruary 1978 Hyan might have faced a dismama over 1hie, Undoghiady

lan Cameron

it wan & radical publication, inaking s very valsable cibgue of the
methods and proced ares by which the Primos t gEnaaly
manipulaics inmates, inmates’ dependanta, 118 own employoes snd the
public in pemeral-nol last by means of the Oificisl Secrete Act and
the smctions which cam he visiod upon those who offend sgainss it
Cohen snd Taylor were able to produce such & uselial oritigue
Bicuse they hid aceis o many A, Priwon Dy |
arculan, sanding ondems end instnectioss- and, 1o boot, at least ong
perpy of (ke PFrison Governon' Hand book.

Om the day of publication Coben was ot of the country snd Tayloe
preakled af tha Landon peew coaference. He duly deted 1he Priacs
[epartment on {smong ot thisgs) theolTicial merecy msue. Bud,

s he was not s lisde apprehensive that he might get nicked, the
mnfldential prison documents that cught o be pubbicly svadabie
were ealted sway, From thai day to this, d=spiie repeated enquiries,
ke of thise documenty bave never been circulated (o Chose wia
would find them ol great value in dealing with their everyday work
{as | would st Hekase], or to sharpen the edge of our pandral
momenitments. 'We have recemily had Taylos wrining in New Sxstery
1307579 that ke had thad, aftar use, he would bum 1he Prisos
Gowmmon' Hesdeok shd that rhis he kesd dely done in his gasden

i & kind of ceresnony, S0 ihe popibs hegend gooi; and o Eigusting
and mxitabey melodrsmans one i I8 evin i trae - which b contrary

o my nformation. There wes no such puny mdicaliem in e Geonge
Dt cumpalgn; and In Eact nodbing cosld better have served the
causi of combatting offical secrecy than the spectacie of Praf™s
Coken and Taylor being carled off 4o jug. 1 =ould have been helpful,
fratermal and insly democrdic for that information 1o heve doas the
rousdy 1"y okenimg 1o hawe 1o make suck & point,

not pigheaded

Eyan addresses kimsell 1o the confusion he feli between RAFS
rheinghe and §3 sctual prsctices. He s a aplit In the memberbip
between, an 1he o Band, hed-line radical ‘sbolrioning” wha wan'y
eensider anyihing dort of that aim (abihough in fsc1 they have 5o,
a=d o the oiber hand ihose who are husnasdiarian, refugmis) gml
potitcelly naive. He has cversmphifbed. ke differences, alihough
peruani [aling ineo thess fwa stereotyped proups could well exint,
I, for o would like to e abodition gnd willl heip in whatever way
seoms practicl 1o furiher thal end, Bui I'm not pig-headed or naive
esough o press far abolition to the o cdutdan of evryiking elie ar
im b fwos of ol expersence,

Today, sy Eyan, the penal refosm lobby is Fe more conpetitive
and sospliented thas in previous times. In the provious part of my
review | polmied owl (et Byan specfcilly raises fundamental amd
enmples lnse concemang the politics of dey to day ‘pressure-
group” activity. And although Ryan is caaily able to show that

the penal estabtiwhment hai been beis than responsive-erm abitros-
e at times—io RAF, thers seerm etill to bo somie sense of mystery
o his part about what s poing os end  bow changes and policy
decissons are made, He writes that coday’s Bome CfTice i murrounded
by w0 many permanent and ad hos advisory committecs that B
becoming difficull 1o my exectly what influeno were _umi.n

in helpieg fo persusde the o Secetary, and his sdidier, @
sdixpt one lise ruther tham another.” He says she, in by carlies
thworntical section, that with the growih of presure grosp politic,
we now bave ‘consenmus’ rether Chan ‘class’ politice. [F “class” polnics
hawe been displeced, ha falls (o develop any stzuingy relating 1o what
might now ke done; and if *cass’ politics kn aay meaninghal seme
were what cuisted previously, be docas't expliin why they wese
inefTective o should nod have been diplaced. RAPF has oewr sobeed
thess issums of exploped them i any read way, bu®having mised 1he
Fues, B yan might have boen expecied 1o go faribes than be hai
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)
doomed

This is nodt i saggesd that Kyan domm'L give AP stralegy seria
yonnidemabing, beaciuss he hay 1 woparsis ub-mcton sndet that very
kesding. He reckons that, though doomed 1o failure from the start,
RAFs sffases in the pasly 1970% to stop the Fellowsy Prisom Rebuis-
e programme were +l one of i sl impresve ampeigns, fie
comsmends BAF an vaslows of the criticiims it made of Commursty
Service Ondern g the Younger Repart, but be wys that in making
wme @l the “ugh dedsiom’ it Faoed, RAF wan ‘sometines unale”

i1 gt as clear 5 it might be whick deciibns he would plaoe whdér
it bermll,

Hle lonks i ssme deiail at ihe problemetical disumdons wmoshiling
the stiing-up of I8¢ Newham Alernstives Project {NAT), and sy
that usefil and suppartive dialopae with (b Home Offoe in s
onnecthbon caly came gboul ance the 1O, had *cut through the
SAPRAP theanelc’, Fluewhers he siates that RAFP mﬁ;ﬁﬂ hupe
1o peach sn adventagecun relatiomhip with the HLD, 0 was
pregared o ecdify 1he Bature of io polriic critigue”. We sl makes
» passng uggestion that in sceepting 0, Vohntary Service Unit
mmomey, shong with Use irappimg (s 10 ipeaky of & mahagement
cormmittee (mchating o Howsnd Leapes offlaialy AP has mrved
‘right” poliically. Funding ceinly can cormprl s a group, bul
yhis i not fmesiiable, 1t In s very complicaled isses, seeding detailed
discusaios rather {haa u paising assvdots] eiference; but from my
experiencn at Roleass {aleo funded by V5L pnd from what | kpos
al MAP, | would not agree with Ryam

Remadern whe don't know much abowt RAF, ar indesd about the Leages
ot the penal lobby in groess], o learn quite s 108 from this book,

and can’t Tuil io wndersiand that & piesl many quesiions shd sniwers
have yet o ba formulsted. From inside the penad lobby - cortamly
from inakde BLAF-one can’l help bua Teel o ket apprehenabve sboud
exnctly what weight resden will attach fo some of Ryan's findisgt.
Hirse on the insde ikings wem mech mose oompiscsiad fid whr-
wilsed than is made dear.

A REPLY TO IAN CAMERON AND OTHERS

Mick Ryan.

I recenl editions af the Abaifrinisr boih Murtin Wright (Howard
Leaguei and lan Cameron (Release) have commented a2 longth on
cestuin mpects of The Acceptable Premure Group (Savon House,
1978 , Abhough this Is not e placs To feply b them in any great
deawil, | would like to make the fallowing poénls -

T stast with Martin Wright and ks artempe bo “pat the reoand stralght’
aver centenl mnits: | @0 mot wish o iwap detadls wilh the Powand
League over |45 pesponse o 1hese unin, though the detalls in this
pnmhqmrw.wutlmup-qnnnm-hﬂmmt

Mariia Wright o b by aftempts 01 eeing the oiber peron’s
pobat of wiew” Al litke v bresk down official reststance. To wy-
The Timer 5711/ 74—kt the critles ol coatrod units kad dane ‘Jes
than justice” to ke Primon Department, many of whom officab

wisr thermselven 'profoundly conormmed” st beieg "ohliged” o inro-
dmiw the  unis, i langusge which could fast aa caslly have bean uied
10 sapport the official Bree as tosppose [t Wright's poblic state
ments eazly did blur the s,

las Camverom commplaing thet | beve not bl enough aboat ofhat
groups in ibe penal lodiby : dhis i am opinion he shared with NACRO

former directar Nichalas Hinios {(Howesd foumsl wal, VI ma. 23,
and i with ). Thomas, u [armer depuiy prisos gowernor

{ Priton Fervioe Journsl, aa, 15). There ls abswinasly soiee thimg Im
this Brve of adtack, B that the mape fally 1he pens! lobby i plasrad
the better RAP's position i it can be situsted. Howeves, all i
mmummtmrhmmm-ﬂn.w
sudy of the Howard Losnes sod RAP, and thal infention s written
inio 1k mib-tike, As 8 comoquence | can hadly be blamed o
keeping my coverage of olher peu--puupunthpuumhm

& mimimum.

too crude

klerre importantly, Cameron daims that | wonly give o ar feo saamples
of the Towasd Lesgeé “condemning’ the Heme (ifloe “outright’,
mlunhhnl-uuhmmtntm-uphnlhrnud:-brunnl
caricatmre of the Lesgue as heing in the pocket of the Home Olfice.

| simply disagroe with Camoron over s, sno while it In cerininly
trae 15t the Leagse rantly candemm the Hume Offion ‘outsight’,
i:lwdmmmwmh-mdwnhmm,
unid Idnn'!lhhtrhhﬂuupmbuhmmhmuuﬁﬂnkﬁ
pocket. The Lesgue simpdy fsn't the complese Home (ffioe Mooge -
i1 il were 1hen we oould have brushed it wikde yeani apa, OF cours
the Uagus and 1he Home Oifice shase cortain fendexmatal asismp-
thena, whish | lave been 3t paing to siresr, bid wch an sooomeat
ot hasdon handly fuens their relatinsahip invio @ felally Beaprmom losws
martiage. Such sn analyeis b much foo chids,

Finally an ihe Loagoe. {'amernn acpees that it cunmat be held wiely
sewponaible for the ‘futhice’ af pensl rafon. He is right, of gourse,

Tt Cheen | nver sabd that i showld. b, Tihe st I8 100 com plcated
fosr that st of explanation,

Tusning to RAP, Cameran fealts st far heing ten vague aboul the
policy-making prootss. He seems 10 wast o know al g very practicad
ummpultvhn-dx.nﬁuaﬂmﬂpmm-wm
students af the pesal labby could apply om each and Fay Gpeadlo,
Hpnpl;-mhm-mhﬂm“ithmuﬂrpﬂ:h
mlrmpulnuﬂl-'u.mnmlmpnmy-uﬁtpwmnh
el al idealogy, aceem and morecy, thore s o bherpris! 181 can
mhhwp&lrﬁwlhm 11 &, af the keve] Carmenon
woems bo Be miereviod b, the very partieulsrity of the process which

i atriking.

confusion

1Muuurdlucdnlfhdn—m#q-ﬂdlld. A1 ane point
he seemi 5o b complaising thodthe shenoe of a radical srilegy when
faced with "consanme” polities. Thit b sat am unreasonable

Hooweyer, If he wanis to explore Uds arpument ihen he might find

that ik 1erms of peference hove moved an & framee that i, & coftin-
kg social-democTatic consendss under Murgaet Thathcher s suraly
highly problematic, toaey ihe beadt. And this b s problem far all
paddical virategsiy i the pénial lobby, incuding ==,

A constami thems nusnlig Mirosgh Cameran’s review B that | kaven't
o things quite sight bomuss | wain't & participast in the sventy
which | sk Lo snalyse and explaim. Thert i cortainly somethisg
mmdmfwwurnlplummmlhﬂhﬁ_ﬁnnt
conirol usits, Caserce wus much concermad with 1l lswse and
hnbsrvations src the product of close invmlvesnent,
ilweves, the dissdvantages of writing f1om the outside can be
crverstated, amd fvolved Boademies can weselimsy disost the
pmmhmhnmn-ﬂp,hm:nuh:nm
Muihiesen's The Pofiris of A bodinan coubd be, tirough the mthers
o invobremmen, semewhat misbesding about the way radical groups
faced wp 1o their strasegic choices in the mventes In BAF centuinly,
gndl pethaps in FROF too, member have neves really mapped oul
whit gath to take with sny clasity at deckive momenis of choiot.

Fox much of the thne U was stmtegic sonfusins and plain msddied
thinkieg. 1= Morway, KROM dide™ sem bo Leoo quite the mma
,mmuwmm-.mmmkmw Sor bt
mmmmmmm.nﬂwrmm
wheiler this wam't (ke wey b imvolved Mathiess s thingw rather
than how most KRG members reponded

{Peehaps the min point to §Eess in consluskon is Fhat our varkous
differemces should nol isop m from working topiiher on RAF
mudn task - havisg helpad i expase onngeois penology for wiat
it i, we mow need 1 captups that pround for our own rsdical
puspoiri. 18 the preseat climmente, i twsk In dvih Mad®
dafflcalt than # wis




WOMEN IN

Saturday April 12th 1980 was Women in Prison
Day - an event organised jaintly by the two groups
with which RAP now shares the basement offica of
Rising Free Bookshop: London Anarcha-Feminists,
and East London Women Against Prison (ELWAP),

T he conference was at Conway Hall and was wel! attended,
marred only by one technical hitch, the failure of the video
aquipmeant.

Ruth Wajshlum of ELWAP began th: proceedings with & talk
which sat the treatment of wamen in prisan in its historical
context, and included some detailed figures which we repro-
duce below.

Iris Mills, one of the anarchists acquitted in the 'Pzrsons
Unknown' trial, gave an account of her experiences a5 a
remand prisaner in Brixton, and later in Holloway. Until
she was granted bail, she was considerad so "dangerous’ that
it took seven women to guard her. When twa cther
were held in the otherwise all-male prison, only Twa
were allowed out on exercise at a time; the thres -
it seemed, would be too hot for the screws to hand

There was lively discussion of lots of issues, The
of women prisoners aroused particular concgrn.
the women present had been (as a prisoner) & med’
orderly at Moor Court open prison, and described so
of the abusss which are revealed in the latest issus of
PROF magazine,

A member of the English Collective of Prostitutes
a statament attacking the laws on prostitutior
forbid them to communicate with potential ¢
except by telepathy, "whizh in the present state <ri
iedge is impracticable’, and virtually forces them 1o live
alone - if they live with a man, ha's living off immaral
garmings; if they live with a woman, that's a brothal,

RAPE

The most controversial subject was the imprisonment of
rapists. Some people argued that rape was the expression
of a sexist society, and the punishment of individual men
was irralevant, Others felt that a rapist left at liberty was
a threat to his victim, and that she might feel compelled
to move to another area.

After lunch (and the failure of the video), the conference
divided into tewo groups, ane of which discussed the rape
issue in more depth - but unfortunately there was not time
for this group to report back. The other group discussad
practical ways of helping prisoners, and Alan Leader of NAP
described some projects in which he is involved - the Prison-
ers’ Book Scheme, the monthly magazine Breakout, (which
publishes material by prisoners), and the Pentonville
Prisoners’ Support Group.  The development of groups
‘attached’ to particular prisons was felt to be promising,
and several have indeed been set up since the conferance,

In the evening, Clean Break {a women's theatre group
formed in prison) performed a very funny one act play

in which three terrorists hold a nun and a housewife
hostage - or 50 it appesrs ... They answered questions
about their work; and Matienal Interest Folk Band
followed with some well-chosen songs. [This band

can be booked by phoning 01 565 56248}, Finally, some -
working video equipment arrived, making it possible 1o see
{but hardly to hear) 8 programme about women in Armagh
jail.

That ended the Conway Hall proceedings. The last event of
the day (for those without treins to catch) was a candlelight
picket of Holloway prison, ane of a number of such pickets
organised by ELWAP over the last few months,

FACTS & FIGS

(Home Office Statisties 1978)

The ratic of men to women in prisons and in borstals: 9:1

in 1978, of 2,445 women in prison awaiting triak:

Found nat guilty 4.7% 4.7%
Given non-custodial sentence 459%
Given prison/borstal sentence  26.7%
Verdict/sentence not knoan 21.7%

in 1978, of 1,692 awaiting sentence:

Given nancustodial santences 65 3%
Given custodial sentences 28.8%
Santence not knowwn 59%

This means that 58% of women in prison awaiting trial or
sentence were aither found Not Guilty, or set at liberty after
spending 8 period of time in prison,

2,000 women wers sentenced to prison and 332 sentesced to borstal,

"l mel Mot Womer's Lik 1"
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Tha women inside in 1878 were convicted of:

Thits imainky isoplalveg and pETly Thaft uncar E100 103
Fire dafeminery s
Prostitzison-relsted ciiunces [ enlioiting] 24
Fasud 178
Bung#ry L
Wiounifsmeg 14
Cowl prgondti B2
jmmgranion Act |IRegel Entry wiel L]
Civminal damags B0
gl v wTon quach 62
daaniil 57
skt £ a8
Arvon 5
Lighar i =08 Bl e person 5
DA 1@
Homicide af SNEMGTR hamicide 17
Forgary Lk
Cruslty 10 childien i3
Epxuasl ottences nal ot 10 prowtitunon L
Drher motareay offenos T
Vagiancy Aci L}
Aeluncher 5
[RIETRT B 2
Immigratioes Aot affencei |y neruggli sy L egas irtirmagreni | 2
Qrhir o fergin

Brimk gruga @nd grmang 3

TOTAL 33056

This the tap thres olfences were thelt of some hind, prostitutien
and fins defsulting. The fourth offence, fraud, useally ralatan
i Social Security.

MOTHER AND BABY UNITS

All the placss in the mother and baby units (about 30 &t sny
one time] ware Tilled throughout 1978, Mo of the children
werd b0 im prisan,

FANTES
il AFFECO
wm el T =
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DOUG WAKEFIELD

Doy Wakefleld b a long-term prisoner in Long Lartin
prison. In the past six years he has lived under nomal
prison routing for just 298 days. The rest of that time
has been spent either in segregation (581 days) or in
total elation 1,313 davs), He has also been mowved
20 times from one prison o another, The table below

gives details.

Ciificially the resson for this treatment i thal Doug |s
‘a danget to himsell, prison cificers and otleer inmates’,
Hut & group of his fellow-prisoners who smuggled a
message out 10 Warewick RAF are ‘convinced that the
Prison Offkcers Association hiodds some kind of grodge

On May 11th ten people picketed the Home Oifloe

while 1wenty pickets were outside Lomg Lartin. John
England of Warwick RAP reparts that the Homme Offics
picket got a good response, with many passers-by pro-
mising 10 write to MPs or pewspapers. At Long Lastin

an official prison visitor was very sympathetic and
profmised to investgaie the cxse, md leaflets were handed
ot b wther people visiting the prison. Doug heard aboul
the picket and s now off hanger strike. But he & still
beld im Bolation, Robert Kilroy-5ilk has tabled a question
on the subgect in the Houss of Commeons,

For further Information, o i ¥ou can help, write to:

aginid him, possably connected with the Ganres oty Joken Englandd
The message aleo reported that Doug kad spoken of Srudents Do
gaing on hunger strike, Iarwick University
Cowentry
That message leads to the formation of Friendgs of
Doug Wakeffeld, ‘an ad hoc group who feel that
Disug’s vrestment s immoral B not ilegal and are
prepared to publiciss and fight for his cose by
every legal means ai por disposal.”
vy Dhaya b mermal Dmys i epragation (1)
L Tt_{ privan poutiee Days in fotad isalsdan (1)
w“ 1974 Apeil 1975 lH s A
| Mg Lieerpssnd Bi
Apell 1975 April 1973 Muanchestes Ia
Aprill 1974 ApHl 1975 3 Wandaworth
Ageil 1975 Apeil 1975 Hizmingham I
Apeil 1973 June [T 35* Long Lartis Iﬂ::
Tune 1975 hame 1975 Birmingham (LT
luna 1973 August [9745 M= Long Lastin X |
Augut 75 Augest 75 Birmisgham 15
Augusd TS5 Mow (978 Wwakelleld [11]
Ny (974 April 1975 Leeds 1600 ¢
| Apil 1978 Aggus) T Livirponl (FLT]
Aupust 76 Sepa 1976 L o Hull i
Sepe 1978 Dl 1976 Menchester L]
Oct 1976 Apeil 1977 Durhsm L
Aprdl 1977 Augzsd 17 fal¥® Wodmmwond
Soruba 0|
Axigust T7 Jan 1979 Parkbmpst 34 5 C Wing
125 |
lan 1979 Apl 1979 Winchester ¥
April 1979 Fuse |570 Warmwdod
Semahs Toi
Jume |97R Muy 1980 Long Lesdla WIS i....
* Denodes sctual time o long-perm prison wings (133 days):
This is impartant in ikat all the judgments made of Doug's
characier aee af wird farmed in thry bems
t Imchudes |56 days m wiroag box,
Table to Show Doug Wake feld's Prison Moves 1974 - 1980

Special Offer to all our members! and non-members

Would you like to spend a day a week {or
more or less) in the newly-painted RAP
office?

By the time this magazine is printed, we
will have appointed our new part-time
campaigner. He or she will need a sturdy
band of volunteers as & back-up to deal with

phone calls; lettors, keep the office wells
organised, tvpe, stuff envelopes, plus all

the other jobs - big and small - which our
sort of pressure group thrives on.

If you would like to grab the chance of this
unbestable offer, rush vour name, address,
gnd phone number NOW Lo the RAP office,
182 Upper Street, London N.1.
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CLASS AND JUSTICE

Book Reviews

Maureen Cain and Alan Hunt (eds): Marx and
Engels on Law. Academic Press 1979, £4.75p

E.B. Pashukanis: Law and Marxism - A General
Theory. Edited and Introduced by Chris Arthur,
Ink Links 1978, {First published in USSE 1924).

Colin Sumner: Reading Ideologies- an investigation
into the Marxist Theory of Ideology and Law.
Academic Press 1979, £4.95p

There has recently been a remarkable spate of
publications on the Marxist theory of law. The most
most important of these for readers interested in

the penal system, Capitalism and the Rule of Law,

is reviewed by John Lyons below. But the more
general themes of the relationship of legal institutions
1o the economic and class structure of society, and
their role in maintaining that structure, are also of
evident interest to abolitionists.

Marx and Engles did not pursue legal theory as a
separate activity, but as an integral part of their
analysis of social structures, Consequently, their
writings on law oceur in scattered passages in
numerous different texts. Cain and Hunt have
performed an invaluable service by culling the
collected works and presenting a representative
selection of such passages in a single volume, The
plcture of law which emerges is 4 rather sketchy
ane, but it is a sketeh far more subtly %haded than
the caricatures which appear in some text books.
Especially noteworthy are the discussion in Marx's
Grundrisse of the idea of *property” (which is at
once a ‘real economic relation” and a "conscious
relation - posited with regard to the individual

by the community and proclaimed and guaranteed
as law'), and Engels’ remarks on the way's in which
the law may be deflected from straightforwardly
embodying the interests of the ruling class.

The mest important attempt to develop a compreher
hensive Marxist theory of law was that undertaken
by the Soviet jurist Pashukanis in 1924, His general
theory was previously only available in what Paul
Hirst has called an ‘sppalling” translation in an
anthelogy of Soviet legal thought, so this new
edition is very welcome,

Pashukanis is mainly concerned with the civil law
of property and eontract, but he maintains that
the contract exemplifies the universal form of all
law, und this leads him {o develop an intriguing
theory of crime and punishment.

Public and criminal law, though they share the form
of private (property and contract) law, radically
differ from it in content. The rights enshrined in
privite law are treated by Pashukanis as analagous
t: 1he exchange values of commodities: valid but
fetishised” reflections of real economic relations.
The content of the criminal law, on the other hand,
amounts to no more than “organised class terror’.

Punishment is an act of class vengeance, or self-
defence, dressed up s a transaction in which the
offender pays the price for his transgression of
another’s right. The tral isa dramatic, ritual-
{sed bargaining session where that price is"deter-
mined; the prosecutor or victim demands ‘justice’ -
payment in full. The criminal pleads for ‘mercy” -
a discount. Pashukanis anticipates one of
Foucault's explanations of the appropriateness

of the prison to capitalism - it exemplifies the
principle of wage labour: the measurement of
exchanges by time.

1t is &n attractive analogy, but it leads to invidious
consequences, All the elements of ‘justice” in the
criminal law are portrayed as ‘irzational, mystical
and absurd”; Pashukanis whaleheartedly embraces
the medical-treatment model as representing the
sole ‘rational’ function of punishment, and looks
forward to the day when the lawyer's task will

be taken over by psychiatrists. At the same time,
he castigates the ‘advanced’ criminalogists of the
day for failing 10 realise that : *The only way to
dissipate these appearances which have become
reality is by overcoming the corresponding
{economic) relations in practice, that is by
realising socializm through the revolutionary
struggle of the proletariat’. Anyone who accepted
his analysis would have to say the same thing
about RAP,

Colin Sumner’s book is mainly concerned with
intricate problems in the theory of ideclogy,
but it is worth mentioning as an example of
Marxism which avoids both the one-dimensional
seconomism’ which he criticises in Pashukanis,
and the *mystification of common-sense’ he
detects in Althusser & Co, (Or at any rate
contains a higher-than-average ratio of commoen-
sense to mystification.) He is able, for example,
to recognise the essentially moral nature of law,
and to show that rights, responsibilities and so
forth figure prominently in the legal vocabulary
not just because they reflect fetishised social
relations, but also because they're an indispen-
sable part of any morality,

All we need now is 2 new morality.

Tony Ward

CAPITALISM AND THE RULE OF LAW

edited by Bob Fine, Richard Kinsey, John Lea, Sol
Picciotto and Jock Young

Hutchinson 1979, £3.85 |paperback)

This book, produced jointly by the Mational Deviancy
Conference and the Conference of Socialist Economists,

is the resull of a ‘convergence of interests hetween Marxists
working in a wide range of areas’. The common aim of all
the writers is to bridge the Marxist foeus on economic
exploitation and the deviancy perspective concerned with
social control.

The book alsa reflects the debates of the past few years
on Marxist theory, and the problems of relating the new
ideas which have been developed to the classical Marxist
concept of the mode of production. Jock Young's paper
attempts to put these developments into context,

The papers by John Lea and Dario Malossi both contain
extensive criticlsms of Foucaults hook Discipline and
Punish - the Birth of the Prison. In Foucault's work it is



spparent that modes of social control such as the prison
have an independent history, and con antly it is aften
clainsed thal be is & mon-Marxisd, gince Marxism involves
the eoncept of economic determinism. Melosed and Len
wttempd to evolve altérnative Lheotes appropriste (o the
probiem of advanced capitalism and social institutions

Perhaps the article of mosl [Alerest Lo BAP member &
Roger Matthews® Deconcenlion and the Fecal Criss

In this articles the nature of the recent caplialist crisis

I examined, and is shown (o have hed &n impeel on
pontrel mechanisms within the criminal justice syyiem,
Matthews examines Andrew Seull's work on decarcers-
tian, and also the changing nature of gisons and ather
forms of social contrml sech as cossmamity care. Without
doulbt ther has been & converpmes olinterest over s
wide spectmam of pofivical viewsen the subject of alter-
natimos bo prison in the past desade.

Matthews' thesis is that "coemmunity cere’ is & complemnent
to incarcerntion, rether than a cheaper substitute, & Scull

mmintaing. 1 is true o say thal economic oonsdderatbons,

and the development of welfare capitalism, have sei lter-

matives to prison oo the agends for political debate.

However, juveniles have uswally been the prime ares of
diseussion, and other categories of offenders - such s
whodent criminals - kave been excluded, Matthews arguss
thai the sltemative methods of eantrol uwsually sdvocsted
by the decarcoration movement depend uoon the prisos

& & final resorl; and that the exclusion of certaln categories
of offemders from considerstion as to their sustability for an
‘alternative’ means that the growth of sech methods actaally
relnforees Lhe prison's exisiepes,

The work of the Natioaal Deviancy Conlennos Bas been
criticised both for its cholee of smbjpect matter, and for
altegedly falling to comstruct any palicy short of the
overthrow of the cipilalism syalem, Stan Coben's ariicle
in Dewiant [maginations (ed. Downes and Rock) is Tueid

on this subject. In spite of these edticisms, which | do nol
have space Lo po Into here, and although the book & diffieull
reading for those unfemiliar with Marsist theory, [ would
recammend it b0 RAF membén. [ dows provide an glter.
native approach to the sabject of law in society, and the
radicalism of that approach is very spparent. All proceeds
from the ook will go towards establishing 8 new jourmal,
Studies in Class and Jusfice,

dfoha Lvans,

LIVING ON
TAXPAYERS'’
MONEY

Thi pronouscement by Lond Justior Law ban - mads whils
refusing leave do appeal i 8 mis jeded far @ year (oF 8
L7000 Solnd Secunity frved - that “the anly pomible way
of doalimg with ihis cliss of affencs i o o of iberty”
conld have & drasmatic @fect on he prison populanon

If magistrates and judges were i take him st his woed,

Im 1 9TED fhare were 19,147 prowcutions Tor benefl
[raud, of which 9FE led 10 convicibon, Fves i "this clags
ol cane” means oaly thow mees where (he deflendant =
clalméng binell whils wosking. thai selll inclades 9% af
comvicions for Unempdoymens Brosfid frowd, and 55%

of thoas relating to Supplementary Benefl, (1 Lesnller
March 19809, There i virtually mo weadieg owl of misar
rases by Ihe exercise of ofTical dikeetion: HES policy
{in contrast to the Inland Revenie'cl is 1o prosecule every-
one they catch

The Miguses mse yeur by year, OF courss Rig Prentor’s exts
smoopers will ke catchigg plenty ssome of the File varmisds
bui even withow! any incresss, Lasdon"s dictam swoulk] afiect
mrosand 1R,000 people & vear. Admittedly he did ay thal il
menlanc sdadn'l ba very koag, s lets seppose thad % of thew
people woulkd be inside at any one lime: (hat's 4,500, or aboal
1M &l (e geresent prison sopulation

That pesmgsares with & figuae of 1,650 n prison {on June 3ith
1978) fos & forme of fread end forpery,
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i el construction umler another name. The
other {s to provide '_lh:uph overnight ghelter

farthnuwhuwmﬁqwhemnmad
of drunkenness’. We have yel to ste what these places
will be like, but amything I8 weleome which avoids the
pointiess use of the criminal law.

i3) Mr Whitelaw's words of wisdom on shorter senténces

This is only to be expected of a
#nt up against reality, He not
restricts

are o total cop-out .

will stay the same, oF get even longer. He
(though he's hinted ai it before) that petly property
affenders shouldn’t go to prison. He says their
gentences should be ‘ghorter’. And he doesn’t propose
to dio anything about it (cut the powers of migistrates,
for u:mplep-hej.uﬂdmpumﬂd hint about "an
{ncrensing GWARCHESS AMONE the judges’.

Presumahly he's thinking of some of the things the new
Chief Justice Lord Lane has been saying. But there's

a long way to go from mlkiulhwofmlridunurhﬂ
to & concerted policy l.arwduneﬂwnnunﬂtﬂ'tulﬂ'—
smd the likes of Lord Justice Lawton aren’t likely to
help much.

SENIOR ‘SERVICE ?

{4) Seven now posts are to be added to the upper
mhﬂnmu!th-priu_un‘mﬂﬂ'm as bo strengithen

the two non-execulive directors, and the Deputy
Director General, all gealously watching over his
welfare . . . . The MUFTI squad will wield its batons
with renewed vigoue. . . . It's wonderful what a litthe
pxtra bureaucracy can achieve.

As for the new independent inspectorile, it is, ns
Bteve Uglow says (puge 15}. & small step in the
direction of greater pecountability. But then
weren't hoards of visitors supposed to be ‘inde-
perdent™

CODSWALLOP

(B} H!Whituhwiﬂdnﬂl}wﬂmtuhnlp the
members of the prison ispvica’ ‘to malniain their
high traditions and to develop new amnd constructive
methods in the eonlext of the concept af positive
cugtody. . . . © The most charitable interpretation

of *high traditions’ is that it's a guphemism for long
hours. ‘Positive custody’ isa phirace the May Coammi-
e mrrived -thfmptyumtaldm Rule One
(‘a good and weeful life' and all that rubivish ) of what
littie meaning it contained.

If the prisons are set o totally meaningless objective,

it can't be proved that they're rot achieving it Wew
and constructive methods' means more prison industry-
That - particularly in these days of unemployment and
union bashing - will be a purely reactionary step. We
muan't let any ‘reflormens’ in or olt af the prison
‘gorvice’ gEl Away with pretending otherwise.

with offences

= e ——

To end on an uncontroversial nobe: we would like
yaur contributions for the next issue of the
Abaolitiontst. Mot Just articles: graphics, poems,
stories, songs - anything af interest.

send them by July 12th 1980 if possible tod
Tony Ward

47 Mulberry Green

Harlow

Emex CM17 OEY

RAP Editorisl Collective
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Whao |8 to blame?

Irumam‘h-nmmf-m

When you said geodbye and went

¥ou were always & good man

With whom happy days ['ve spent

As usual 1 stood and stared

Just before you disappeared in the distance
¥ou Lurned }'nurhuﬂmd\nﬂd

We shared that inevitable smile

1 asked the dear lord ip take care

| cared for our young ones

And sent them to

They are growing up quickly

And they are no fool

They were grateful for much affection
You always gave |
Chur life as o guartet

Were a pleasure to live |
Yo showed me ¥our hands

They were clean {
¥ ou went pwey to work |
mnynucm-hlc‘llglin i
1 looked at your hands |
Mmmwmﬁwimm |
Stains of Blood |

Blood whats that on your hamds
Ilunhﬂdlnhhh:l.‘ |
We burst into tears

| 1 fall in his arms

He said, where ] come by the store
There is always 8 calling me names
Theymd.mhnmeywhlﬂw
They said, go oF you ill sow
They'hmfunuﬂuy throw stones at me
Today s | was passing,
Dn!mmrlnupmmtamduiﬂ

Y our wife is & whote,

| felt no sore

1 could take no more

He is injured, I know

But our story just show
Huwtmmclnpl.dﬂwﬂ

Into serious cTimes

And these things happen
Many, many o times.

Frederick Williams
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