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EDITORIAL

As RAP celebraies iis 100h anniversay . we hope
that tn 1950 we'll be able (o look back on this
time 2% a real turning point in RAPs fortunes.

Certainly there's o new sense of optimism in the
air, Our two new part-time paid workers, Tim
Ohwen and Chris Wallace, have heen with us since
July, and are putting much of their energy i
a campagin about the drugging of prisoners.

You may already have seen their letters in New
Society and the New Statesman.

We hope that no-one will misunderstand this as

a reformist campagin, We do have information
ahouit ~rinin abuses which we believe should

be browght 1o Hght and should cease, But our
primary object is 10 get scross 1o the pubdic what
kind of o place » prison is. The use of the ‘Tiquid
cosh” points up the simple Tact that prisons are
gbout contral and nol rehabilitation; violence
and not cane

There is. as ever. o (ly in the cintment. the
endless worry about money, to which Chris
and Tin ard all of us have o devole so much
time which conld otherwise be used for some-
thing more constructive. The penal system s
now the subject of continuous debate - debate
in which terms like “orisia’, ‘eyplosion”, “harsting
paint’, "scandal’, ‘against nature’ hove become
commaonplace. A debale in which RAPs
message urgently needs 1o be heard. It seems
inconceivable that RAP should go oot of

husiness at such a thme.  Bul it could happen
if we don't get more financial support. as well
as practical support, from pur membens

Neediess o &y, the articles which Tollow expres
the views of contributors. nol pecessarily the

RAP tine”. This applics particularly to the
question of ‘dongerous’ offenders. Two
contributors i this msee argue thal there

are a few people whio are such a threal (o

olhers that it is justifiable 10 imprison them.

Bui there bs another srgament. This is that the
risk that would result from releasing every [Tk
vord we should perhaps sdd, every mental patient)
wisgld be minute compared with the dak we man
by Tiving with machines such 35 cars: and that a
rhik that bs worth taking for the sake of ‘eiMiciency’
is warih taking Tor the sake of freedom. RAPS
line on this guestion is thai there isn't 8 line.

There meeds (o be more discussion amongst our
members. The Abolitionist can pravide a Toram
for that discusion snd for many other issues

So think aboat what you read. and write to us
ashout what vou think.....
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EVENTS

PUBLICATIONS

1870

RAP launched (Dct. ). The London Mucleus
greww ot of thie Prison Medical Refonm
Councl {(founded in 'IE-'I-:In'II wilich
dissalved itself and transferred its
o RAP

asvets

RAP takes part in Man Alive' docuision

on womsn in prisan.  The Hollowsy Carm
Paign aghingt rebuikding the prlson & &

secure hospital') baging, with & conference.

st Kingyaay Hall and an exhibetion of cartoons
at the Rownd House

The Cate for Radbcal Alnecnatfves 1o Prison ®

1872

RAP bacomes a Christian Action projoct
Rally at Central Hall against Holloway (Mayl,
Brtol RAP lsunches (1 Teague” tabie of
mpfesieiment  Tates in 'r\-ag-l.l:rah.'i' couTtE,

Alrarnatives fo Haloweay ©

18973

Eucell House openad (hostel for ex-cons)

1874

MAP opened

Contrel Unmts Action Group set up [with
Howard llaqun ML and other groups)
Pickiot outpide Serubd [ 181% Dec ) 10 protest
afaindgl the winity

Community Serwoe n London (Sreve Ligiow) .

Memoranglim on Young Aduly Offenders”

Conrrad Lindts and Ehi Shape of Things ro Coame (Mike Fiteperaid)] *
Chitdren Dwe of Trowbde "

Memorandum an the Children and Young Persong Act 1969 255)

1876

CUALG wirtually dainiegrates after a row
between RAP and the Howard League
Home Sacralery anndunces thad wivts will
b “discontinued”, but wall sl be svailable
far segregition under Aule 43

RAP Taaching &i*

Meémorandur on Srreer D ances

Cormmunity Sarvee o089 — jome furthér thoughis *

1978

Encell Houss Closed

Fhe Newham £ ip==gr .0y Tgiect {ravaued 1080
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1877  "Open Doar’ TV programme RAP ¥oung Offenders Group Working Papers:!
Medical Committes Again the Abuse of Intermediate Trestmant and Abalition,
Prisgnars by Drugging formed {with FROP, ig this ‘A Futue for Inteemediate Treatment ?
MIND, NCCL, SCODA and others,
1978  End of funding by Chrivtizn Action, and "m gﬂ Cahen & Laurie W}
onsat of permanent financial crisis. RAP H'AP'IIHIIHH-AFI' we Balieve, wé Do free]
alus losas s office in Eastbourne House, ' 2 -
maves to Brackenbury Rosd,
3 el avidd Punishment. some Hroughts an Hhaovies and
1978 H-mf'ﬂqllﬂ —lnl.lpplrﬁ'lil:ﬂl. me?l memmmtumm"hwﬂ
PG oo WL AR BURVIRSY... future — a5 5000 5 W cin releo the MONeY.
Notes an the Prigson Film (ke Neiiz) 350
The Abolitionist nos. 1—4 [Back rumbers 20p each, or 80p for 1=6}
1 eal (T wood . . . . Wﬂm-mmwmmamﬂ-
- T J Pragct r;aummaﬂrmmmmmm
fram Mick Ryan, Dept. of Humanities, Thaerses Podytachnic,
* Dt af Print. Wallingtan St. Lomdon SE 18

LOCAL RAP GROUPS

This article his concantrated on London RAP but local groups have bean an imparLant part ol the story as weil,
Bristol RAP is definitely il extant — wa've got 3 letter fnom Jim Litths 1o prove it — and we suspect that there may
e imailigent life in the Aberdeen area; but whatever happened 1o North Kent and Vs Yorkshire? Local groups were
syt left 10 do theif awn things and we In Londen don't kinow a great deal sbout what thay got up 1o of what bedama
of them. |f you can shed some light on one of the umalved riddies of modern history, plearse part it in writing: perhaps

wop could do a follow-up.

Ag readers of our recent Mambers' Newslonter will know, wi'ne very inenesied in getting local groups off the
ground again, and raybe [inking therm up in wome s0f1 of national organization, So if you'we got the energy — your

area naeds voul
RAP WORKING GROUPS...

...hawe also coma snd gome, The maost succesful wre ihe Woenan and Crime (originaily the Holloway Campaigh
Groug), which functionsd from 1871-5, and the ¥oung Offonders Graup (e 19727-81. But other grougs, an Property
Ciifences {18726 and Dangérouw Offenders {1877—B) “fizcled out’ without reaching any detinite concusions, The
Diangerous Offenders Group looked &t the wids vanety o offences which can bs regarded a5 ‘dangerous’, bul it was
pnable 1 reach sgreament on the questsn of how 1o deal with rapists, of 1o formulats a palicy which did not invole

gorme fpcourse 0 iMprisanment.

Other groups hive tackied practicsl rattnrs such as fundraising, and we hive recently st up a Finance Group.
it [y abso hoped 10 1 Up § group 18 work on tha cass fof B MoTatotium on prison construction.
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ROOM WITH A VIEW

THE BRIGHTON ALTERNATIVES TO PRISON PROJECT

Jill Box-Grainger was one of the founders of the Brightan
Adternatives to Prison Project. Now that she hes faken up
another job in London, we interviewsd her 1o find out mone
about BAPP and get her thoughts of it in retfospect........

%60 X ¥

Thie jdes was Tlrst mooted m Aprdl 1979, 1 was & stsdent at
Sussex University and had got interesied i prison matters.

I knew the people at the Newham Aliematives Project and
Alsn from there suggested 19 ul thay we sart o similer peogect
in Brighton. So | called an Open Mestng in Brighton. Alan
from MAF came along and explained how they worked there.
We thought wo might use WAP 55 0 mode], bul this turmed
oait mit 1o be suftable for us. At the meeting there wen
shout 35 pecple - CAB worker, two probation officer sendors,
someoee from the Joboentre, sockal services poople, studenis
and 40 0.

1t was a very problemmatic situatical. There was an susmption
that we would have & ceptain relationship with the probatbon
service. There was a lot of friction with the probation offlcers,

Berween Juby and October, we found premises and we hasd
negotiations with the probation seevice. The Church
Community Development Project in Brighton gave us

a 1oom rent-free; they also pad our phone bill. But we
il to dhare this rom with ather groups, and it was enly
& iemperary arrangement until we could find semewhene
olse

In October we set up. There were foair of us interested in
dobng the work - and none of vy had prison expesience. We
bl up & good relationship with a housing trst which ran
a hostel Far homeless men. In fact this hostel relerred s
oair first person. (We neves use & term Like client of parm-
cipant - we just sy, *Oh, someone phoned this morming
about 8 guy who's coming to see ux’,) We purposely
wanted an informal stmosphere, and we intended 1o

work with all soris of problemi

Some of the things we have done - we had o judo class

fior & year, We had an employment comsaltant from Apex
trissi. We had a finance sdvice session. Literacy and
namerscy clisser. These services were niot ol used mach.
Mot everyoqe who carme was interested m this sort of
thing, and some of the sesslons were nod very appropriate
for the people who tumed up st BAPP.

Pt we managed 1o find Four bocsl employers who were
imterestad in g, and they promissd to notify us when
they had vacencien. And ol the Joboentre, we got on
with the special needs officer - untdl this side of the
Jobeenire was axed by the Tory Government in January
19&0,

Therer = . good innovations. Fintly, a Gamblers
Amon, ¢ group was sl up, and & Gam-Anon group
fior the families. This ex-priscner tumed up and he
needed some moral sapport which we gave. He got the
group golng and we let him use our room. He i5a very
dynamic and charismatic guy, and gol a sirong group

going.

Secondly, we g o relationship poing with the dury
solicttors st the local magistrates coart, Normally,
drunken offenders up in court for drunk and disorderly
dant qualify for legal sid. 1f they get fined, they can't
pay 8o they go to prison, We asied the solickton to
give sdvice, which they did, and some of them oven
defended one of our people for nothing. We fixed up
the day befors with 1he solicitors, tald them who was
appearing in court, s when our people weirl 10 cowrt,
a lawyer would already know sbout them. This
waorked out well. In Brighton, there were duty
solbciton in court every day, bat in other places,
ithey are only there on certein daye.

Oar way of workisg? All the staff were toally
voluntary, We ran the place as a collective, with
everyone who hed anything to do with the place
welcome to join in declson-making. By March 1980
we had sicceeded in reaching an understanding with
the probation service. They scknowledged thai
BAPP might help certain peopie, and they would
sometimes ask the cour 1o pass an appropriate
mom-custodial sentence so that the person could
come to BAPPE

1 think it was an sdvaniage that we didn't have a
formal arrangement with the probation service,
like MAP did, 11 meant we didn't depend on one
sounee of referrsls

We wenl 1o ootirt with 15 people, and none of these
weni to prison. Ome of thesm pot & deferred sentence
rather than prisan, and he might well have gone to
prison otherwise.

Probation defined those who were sultable for BAPP

a3 people ‘dimifecied with the satutory rvices'.

OF course, this aften meant the people who were

the hardest ones to crack’ - Uhe probation service
wanted to hang on to people who were easier saccesses!
We got on very well with some of the probation
officers whi would refer us several people.

R R R

Our philosophy? We wanted 1o pull the smphasis on
helping people sorl out their life-styles in o way thai
caused the least damage to themaelves and other people.
We didn't go on any monl crusade. I give you a fow
[ E T
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Rod - he was one of our eariient people. He had been our
af prison for 155 months whes e mer uz Out of the
previous 15 vears, be had been frside for 13 yeory e
weary i M phederies Me had first commiitted avmed robbery,
Bur all his recent offerces were petty. He knew ro-one
af all in Brightor, and hiv famity hod divowned him He
wars referred fo i by the homeless hostel  He bad a low
selfimage amd drink problems, and he fele very isolated
He had no idea how 1o live in the community,  He had
spent ali his yowrh in prisse O Two years probalion
then e hod pome through a bed patch and wis Bt
et ool the hosted and tept oul

At BAPP ke was belpfid, then became desiruciive. He
teft the arvn, then coree back Eventually he defifrerarely
fried fo get himiell back into prison. Now e hay been
sent fo another hoetel and piven probation seain. BAFP
never refected kinr, and thiz was very friphtening for
himy e smanaged o moke fricndsips at BAPP for the
Jfirny vl in his life. W helped him to pet probation
pisread of poing back to privos, and in i fem he gave

a for 1o BAPP

H feit that the onty worthnuhile tring he had ever
deme i his Iife wa do write @ book fn prison 1 wld
a moved and J think §f was very well wrirten and we
rriedd o per it pubiiched for him

Fred- he arifred up fo s from the Day Centre downmiairs
He wat abour 30, He had been in a lor of trouble with

the dpve - peobarion, mepended seitences efe e had

heen addicred to heroiy, but now ke fook pills and drisk
Hie bt dealr in hard drugs  He oo was very lonely in
Brighion and Enew robody, He vwas very quilet ond acicidal
He made 3 seicide arremgis wiiile we knew i, Bt be
wiat afss cavimg and energetic and very sharp, Whiat he
mevcfed war o siohle enodiomal relationsigs,

He became the serongess person af BAPE. He would bring
yerurgaters to us whe were in rrouble, He got himself s
Job and came on BAPP outingt  And them b gor micked
Bint ot @ muspended sembence. He por a gielfriend and
was happy with her. He srill keeps in contact with u

Ha takes pille o bir bul far lest ddnce e wie? his girifricad
hecause she it nor on the dRgs seene [ don't kivow if
hix suceess vt alfl due to BAPP but it certainly helped
Hiire,

The people who come 1o BAPP say that the s1rongest
thing there for them was the friendship. They monly
had had disasirous relationships s now they could
ke mew and better ones,

A bt about the day {0 day work - we were open an

3 aftermoons @ week. Each day a different stafl person
wt there - this was & good thing. Every week we had
a meeting and things were declded by vote. But the
person in charge of the office each day had the final

say I there was any dispits - this svalded problem.
There was lots of consensus belween everyone. The
stalf tended 10 be studenis or young teaschers. In
time, bois of problens developed between the stafi.
Two of them didn’t wani BAPP to deal with anyone
with o record of violence. But they wore opposed
andl they left. Then the balance chanpged and things
took off beiter - there was mone equal say - the

guy's staried doing the rote. Then it was me and
friend of mine and ex-cons running the place.

We have been pearly oiffered £1,500 which sould pay
1 part-time worker, Two of the guysare interested in
taking the jub, The pays are pood at working ihere.
bt they feel the strain of i They heve o lot of sirain
ins thekr fives apyway. They don't Hke the paperwork
side of the place - the administration - 1y ping, writing
betrers io prison welfare deparfenents, handling money.
| think there will always be a need for peogle lke me
o heebp wiith than sbde of i

We wrole 1o every prisom wellare department to ask

if they knew anyone who was leaving prison Lo Coame o
the Brightun srea. A few of them replied and sent peogibe -
we were very surprised and plessed.

To get & bl of money which we needed for stamps

and s on, we held o few Jumble sales, and had & stall at

thie university, This was our only Income until Masch 1980,
‘We managed 1o keep oven in this way, Thefi W mel § man
from the Natwest hank by chance, and be lked us. He had
a whipround ai work and produced £50 for us. Then he
got snother £500 - this was an ancnymoas donation. We
are now in touch with & Trust which is probably paing

o give vy L1500,

GAMES

Alrogether we have had about 30 people, of whom 15 weni
o court and we went wilh them, Dut of this 30, we had
megular comtact with sbout 20, They came for ot lens 2
msonibl, and came every lime we weee opeén. 11 is sasy 1o
w2 our appeal. In Brighton sccommodation is appalling.
They have nowhere 10 go, We had o poal table which they
liked to wse. People sat around, drank loads of tea, and
ased the place like their own living room - phoning up

lor a job, or ringing thels probation offices, It was
completely unstrocionsd. One bloke oven did his washdeg
there and lng it vp to dry. Tt was only 8 meédicm-sized
T

We have god & second room as well now - this is essential,
There are odd frictions, and also you peed somewhere to
talk privately.

Theere have beon bwo women who came to us because of
offences. We thought of having a wives group, but the
woamien we knew were not very interested. The age group
wad between 14 (boys on IT)and 53, The average sges
wene 28 - 50,

What adwvice would we give to other people wanting to

sl up o project? 'Well, have & good look &t vour oan ares
and e what the special needs sre. And in paniculss, doa't
let yoursell be hullshitted by what other people sy - what
I'm thinking of are the NUMBERS game and the PERMA.
NENCY game. People tell you it"s only worth dalag {f
you get & lot of peopbe coming 10 you. And i you stay
open for ot least 5 yean,



Bui there's always the chance of packing up. That
shouldn’y mateer. The ondy criterion i if people get
something out af it even if its tempormry. And they
sre individuals end the place is useful because it |3 smail
and they can be treated individually, This just can’t
happen if there is o mass of people. The kogic of the
statulory mind 18 insidiows,

The political question comes up as well. Some people
have todd us that BAPP isn't political enoagh, Well, T
think that the mosi paliticising 1hing s the most
persomal thing. Ii is personal relationships that change
people's lives. Just sitting and having o cup of tea with
somenne, [ vou take poditical action and get legislation
paaed which keops whols civegories of people out of
prison, they are still lonely! 1t &5 not enough to a1
politically in the usual sense without thinking of the
day Lo day relationships.

I have got a new job with the Apex Trasi now. 1
good 1o know when to quit, when youl are running o of
engrgy. You can’l be Trightensd of ssving that youo leel

like giving up and have no tg}f lelt a1 the momen,

With some people we dida’t have msch saccess. The
place didn't suft them. Premomably thowe who stayed
around were helped. There were Dwo awkwand guys
in particular - one young one and one older man. They
didn’t want to go straight ot all, and ihey formed an
alliamce and were aggressive, talking about the fiddles
they were doing.  They kept going on about i1, Ba
they were threstened by another guy and they never'
came hack. BAFPP dealt with them by getting rid of
thesm, pot by gerting them to work throagh it. We
have leard that the young guy is DK now, but the older
one was presty malickous.  He would bleed people -
he wias losd and paranold, Saederows - he really

plited on everyors. AL Tiee he was desperate snd

very exchied shout coming io BAPF, and he made
some new friends But peopie lost patlence with

him. 1t was hard for people triving 1o go strakght

ti keep bearing about  his Mddling.

Oiher social agencies? In & way we were outsidé of
the police and prisons and probation. We dedn 't rely
on anyone. When we mw someons in prisos, we just
wsad o Vislting Order like anyone else. We did 1y

to et offichl ecopnition 51 Lewes prison. . . It

wat hard Tor us Lo vislh people outside Susey becanse
we didn’t have the fare money.

We hecame real friends with the puys. The staff saw
them in their spare time. There were 8 few back-

lashes. My place was nobbed thoee thnes by the

same person. People had thelr tobaceo nicked ete.

As For drink, we staried ofT with no policy. (In the

Dy Cenire downstairs no drink i allowed and this
helped us) But one day one person became provocative.
5o al the meeting we made & policy about no drink.

The guy turved up with a battle and he had o leave.

He came back later without it

Very many of the guys hove gambling problems. And
dmugs are very common - valium, pills of any sort,

It's to do with loneliness. Brighton has aothing fos
them, | iecently went away 1o another town, and when
| gat back to Brighton, | s just how hollow it & 1t

s bright snd sparkling. but the adher sde & groity and
risi-down - §'s a really divided town. The guys can’t

get out of their posthon there. There's & very bad
emyployment problem - seasonal work. And the
accommodation - shitholes with 4 or 5in a room and
cach one paying £22 per week io the hotel,

We showed a1 BAPP that you can do some wefal wodk in
keeping people out of prison with very Hitle money and
very litthe bureancracy. 1t's & good sort of project 1o s
wp in amy town, and people whio want to stari their own

project are weleome to see us ol Brighton

Telephone no:  Brighton 25%98

-

Room. |, The [nstituie, Guateal
Free Uwikch, Queen s Sstusee,

BRIGHToN BNI 5FD
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FROM OUR

POSTBAG

A LETTER FROM BRISTOL

Cooar Trianicls,

Great jov to receive ' Abalitonmt’
no, B today. Marvellous 1o know you hse all
{sict] raified round end congratulations on &
magnificent achimwamant. 1% raokly s a mast
impressive and usaiul s,

Thaank wow very milich 1o Tor featuring tha "Batl
srd Chain’ meand, We sl get veacly milasges gul
of it and the article may bring more, Two rosearch
Probation Officers wrabe Tolldwmg mry BeEior (i the
"Gisardian” on May 19th, The Pross Helesse has
bean mnt around the Geant towrts — at least ora
lusrices’ Clark in Tredegar “phoned to quary sams
piefoon e, | Ha was including 1/-21,)

| e o RAP ik lirssd wp, Wl keeg in douch,
Bl washes 10 8ll and love 1D the Cause,

JIM LITTLE
70, Move's Park Aoad
Brigtol BS & 1HY,
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THE FIRST
ABOLITIONTST

THE ORIGINAL ABOLITIONISTS were the eighteenth-
anil nineteenth- century campaigners aguingt slavery,

and it comes as no gréat surprise to discover Lhat a
group of them hit upon “The Abolitionist’ as u title

for their journal. Tuoe paper was launched on August
Ath, 1834, and the last issoe appeared just nins months later
later, in May 1835, Appropriately, The Abolitionist
wat an orgen of the radical wing of the anti-slavery
movement, and its brief history suggests that the
pressure-group politics of the 1830's were not all

ihat different from those of today

The Anti-Slavery Society, founded in 1823, was an
early example of an ‘accoptable pressur: group”, It
approsch was summed up by s full tithe: The Soc-

iety for Mitigation & Gradual Abolition of Slavery
Throughout the British Dominions. It was careful

mol to alarm conservative oplnion by calling for the
immediate overthrow of stavery, and relied heavily

on ite influence with the gpovernment and in parliament,
s well as putting forward & plan for gradusl emand-
pation, it sought to *mitigate” the condition of slaves
through reforms guch ag un emd to the Nogging of
women — with limited success. Its leader, Fowell
PBuxton MP, wis & prominent penal reformer, a
prother-in-low of Elisabeth Fry and founder of the
Bochity [or the Reform of Prison Discipline. It
regembled—ever so slightly—the moderm Howard
Lengue

Extra-Parliamentary Tactics

In 1831 some of the Society’s younger and maore
ractical members formed a body known as the Agency
Committes. They believed that it wis Recessary Lo
“||'|||_-:|_| chire '|'-. to the electorate, rather than to poli-
ticians. They hired Jecturers who toured the country,
encouraging the formation of locsl anti-slavery groups
As many & 1,200 such organizations were set up,

.ill!-rl the lectures also ratsedd enougn money Lo anahde
ihe Committes to strike out on its own

1832 was the year of Parliamentary reform; and in

the ensuing election the Ageéncy SOCIELY CRMPRIETS
energetically. “Sin will lie upon us, declared one
abolitionist, “if we do not agitate, agitate, sgitake, . .
The peoplé must emancipate the slaves for the Govemn-
ment never will’,

But next vear the government did introduce & bill

to amancipate the skaves, though not im the most
sntinfactory way. The slaves were Lo serve thelr
erstwhile masters for up to eleven years as unpald
‘apprentices’ and the owners were o be handsomely
compensated for the loss of their human proparsy. 80 semiury phidagrapd from the
Buxton and his followers accepied these terms; the
Agency Soclety condemned them, but could do litthe
to resist thiem.

amti-idarery rolrcfion ol Wlerforrp Mome



Partly inspired by the visit to England of the fery
American abolitionist, William Lloyd Garrison, the
Agency Society devided £o channe] its enrgies into
campaigning for an end lo slavery throughout the
world. [t changed its name o The Britigh and Foreign
Society for the Universal Abolition of Negro Slavery

& the Slave Trade, and the first issue of The Abalis
tionist, its monthly paper, appeared, aptly, three dayvs
after the Emancipation Act was passed,

The decision to concentrate on forelgn — more particu-
larly, American—slavery rather than on the inadéguscies
of ‘emancipation” in the West Indies was an odd one,
and must be held chiefly responsible for The Aboli-
tiorizt’s early demise. The Abolifionist accused the
old Anti-Slavery Bociety of compladency — ‘Buccess,
though partial, seems to have produced its usual

affect of languid torpor’— yet a faint note of com-
placency also marred the clarion-call of its first edi-
torial:

The be of Ll sband wil el

« o o THEY :lﬂ' pum :hmuﬂv:f;rpii:- MEE:L::
of & crime, than which no greater can be perpe-
iruted lﬂ:rnﬂ- human mature. , ., They can now

conaisently bring the moral influence with

velileli Uiy wre invested , Lo bear on Leise S2tions

which wlill perwisd in perpetrating & similar

crime, demend in the name of... . oulr

mlmmilr. thie universal recogrition of the iw
FNan.

BRICKBATS

When George Thompson, the Society s most prominent
mémber, embarked with his friend Garison on o speaking
tour of the Thited States, he goon found that some
foreigners were sadly unreceptive Lo the moral influence
of the English — they threw bricks at him. Afler a
particularly nasty riot in Boston, in the course of
which Garrison was put in gaol for his own protecs
tion — & fate RAP speakers have 0 far escaped —
Thompson returned o England. Meanwhile, a5 might
have been predicted, reports were coming in from
daomaica of the scandalons mistreatment of their
apprentices by the former slave-ownmners who were
respornisble for putting the legislation into effect.

Exactly what happened to the Universal Abolition
Sociely in this orisis i not known, A change of
direction was clearly called for, and Howard Temperly
{on whose British Anti-Slavery [833-70 this article

is based ) suggesis that the Boclety's ‘tattered meiro-
politan organization’ was simply unable to make

the required decisions. In August 1836 a joint meeting
witk held with the Antl-Slavery Society to discuss the
situation in the Wesr Indies; and after that the Universal
Abolition Society simply vanishes [rom history,

Howewer, in 1838, after the apprenticeship system

had finally been abandoned, & new society with much
the same nims, and many of the same members, wis set
up, mmder the capable leadership of the Quoker
philanthropist Joseph Sturge. That was the British and
Foreign Anti-Slavery Soclety. It survives to this day,
under the name of the Anti-Slavery Soclety for the
Protection of Human Rights, and recently made

the front with ita report on child laboukin
Italy. aps it might care to look into the forced
labour in our own Prison Industries. Slavery isn't so
far away as we like to think.

*.l"lltlk LT L N T —

"WE'RE ALL GUILTY! '

fun corner
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WHEN D' T OU THINK THE WAS WRITTEN?

“Britain bas kings, but ey are Gyrants; she han judges,
byl they are wicked, They often plonder and terrorize the
innocenl; they dedend and probect e gullly and Silevingy
they mve many wives, whores and dulieresses; they
constantly swear fnlse cathe; they ks vows, botaimostat
once il Hes; they wage wars = ¢lvil and wnjust; they clase
thioves smerpetic by 81l fver the counbry - buk love snd eves
Fewnrd |8 Meves who slt with them at table; they
dARtributd alme profusely - bul plie up an | meEense moan s
of erime for all to see; ey Bk ibeir seais ue judges -
bat rarely sesk oull the rules of right juldge ment; they
desples the harmiess s humble, but exmll o the amrs, =0
far &8 they can, telr milinry commaions, bloody, prood
wrd erurderous men, Gdullerers ond eneedes of God = £
chines, a8 thay say, =0 aliows: men who should b Been
roaied oul vigoroully, aies ond all; tey mep many
prisonsrs |n thelr jails, who &fe more ofien leded wiih
chifing chaing because of letrigue than heciass they dessrve
punishment. They hasg around the aloors swearing oatha -
hen abartly aflerwards seorn them &8 though they wers
dirty shones. ™

ANEWER  afigywod dgy oE'Ba 10RO iE YRE
jamEaiily ErE ;:-.T&r-u dogEstof mopasdd o3
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FROM SUPPORT TO RESISTANCE

[ THE LAST tew yaars thers hia boen conwant disoursaian Tha Bookschems s split inln two arsas—

i The area of penal poficy. We have pll hivard the eriss sl Prisonars’ Book Scheme

thi erisis situation of ‘our’ penal SyETam, mary jails are severaly Bou 4, 42 Bath Streat,

owercridiod — thare Bre Row over 44 D00 people in prison and Royal Lasmington Saa, W wickahire

geceni astimates have forecest an incredss of 15,000 by 1884

parvy Iibersly waited For the May report 1o ease thair Toutsed LOCAL PRISONERS' SUPPORT GROUPS. These aim to
comciences, but going Dy pravious !_urrn we shpuld not have oeowide 3 network of SIPPOE for prisoners. Mot tarpe: LW
bean 1o dismayed that 1 had "m.hmﬂ'wnmur.'"m .y anel citins have a prion nearby, and the aim would be to el
it wias and is ke putting & barc-aid over 8 sepRtic woming loeal peopie snd ax-cont 10 farris 0 B I0A group or
We hawe all heard storiss in the media: druggings, beating , priscners in their srea. The groug weill Lry and visit prisoners

people held inisolatson for over 1,000 days = not 1o mentken
the desths of people heid in police custody If wa really look
at what ks happaning arcar U5, Y can e That our wrciety

iy or the brink af becomeng & rEpCtianary, pro-Tascisl SEate,
sl prisons are The expression of 3 jeprogsive and patentially
Fascmil state machine

Prismn is ane of the shanpest waaponk i GLAEE POSCESEE N

fis struggie to isolate and sveniually crush the working clast,
and yal the so-called revolutionary tefy seem 10 hawt brughed the
she whals guestion under the cafpei Surely no revolutianary
siruggle can be comploie il the machinery and Ingtruments

of repression &re stifl in axistence & the capitalist state
machine plunges desper into cheos, the sate will use it
prasang in an affert o mald back the movemant of the

peogle in thelr struggle for fibarry, Aure v content. then

1o pllew the state 1o harrass and kidnap our brothers and
gtars? The left have been talking of The emergenee alm
police state; but can A capitalist §tate be anything ate?

AAP snd PROP have dons same excellent work, bringing
publicity to the penal delsate and to the prison Frrug e,
burrm debate is anly 4 good & the actions that follow. As

an ex-prisoner | know that many priionart have Eintle Faith

n tha beft, and some sven feel that organizations lime RAP
and PAOP just produce beaflets for liberaks, s don't really
carg Ghout tham, Cver the last 180 years prisomers have often
shewen their revolutionary spirit by éttacking the agents of
slate control, but they hanea had lirtle support from so-cabled
revolutionaries on the outside.

What sre needed are dctions that will shaw saladarity Tor
our comrades in proctical femme.  Thers need 1o be eeriain
lavels of suppart and resistance, which can be put into sction
by thiose of us on the ourtshde.

Phase Oina is the bullding of eomamndty support.
A nanmiber
ol projects of this type ane akready getting off the ground,

PRISONERS" BOOK SCHEME, The sim of this schema &

1o get publishers, bockshops and members of the public 10
donate books in first-clas cond|iion = ard cash — 80 that
ook s can be sant in 1o prisoneni for free. There sre mane

than 25 prisons withoul svening clies and the full-tima
‘oallege’ at Wormmvood Sorubs has bean chossd until furihes
notice”, In Manchester the locsl authority o oonsidering making
the tutors st Strangmwayd Prison redundant. G0 there 1§,

i than evar, 3 need for this kind of schema - andd for

far your books drd your help




warita to them, send them boaks, and pais réws and athey
material in and cut, The group would slso publish indaom-
tion about what heppeny ingide; this could take the form
of & newEleres given out 10 local people and visitors to the
prisons:  Brixton, Hollowasy, Pentorville, Wandeaorth,
Lang Lartin, Get your friends to form a Support Group

&t your local jaill * * *

FREAKOUT it a magazine written by and for prigoners,
#x-cont and others who sre up sgainst the law. At the
resmend it is bi-monthiy, and thare haee been five lsues 50
far. It has articles on prisons, the courts, tha police and
ather rolated subjects, Bs well as poetry, betiemn, crosseandi,
graphics end cortoons. 1t costs 26p a copy. Subicription
rates are £1.60 5 year for individuals, or £3 for organiiations,
Braakaur nesds commitied peaple 1o help with layout,
typing. distribution, #te. If you can help — of just want a
subgeriplian — write 100=

‘Breakout—the Paper for lmaiders’

Bou 56, 182 Upper Street, Lovwdon N1,

NE: Breakout i free 10 prisoners

¥* ¥ ¥

CAMPANGN AGAINET PRINDUE “Princus” is the trade
nama for Prigon Industry, The campaign |8 againat The com-
maeveisl exploitation of the prison population. Prisoners sre
required 1o work i asked 1o do so, and refusal may result
Ih the lom of remission. Prisoners aarn about £1.20 far a
maenty howr week, and there are over 18,000 in workshops.
In the past prisonses have been ised as blacklegs: In the
national dock sirike they were paid 2p & day to koad snd
unload shaps. Prisoners shoubd be paid 8 decent wage, and
shiould harve the right 1o Torm a whion, Some of the compai
mins that ute prisoners a8 cheap labour are: Britsms Toys,
Nelion Labets, I.1.C, [picture frames), Invicta, Meial Box
Company, Brien Mills Mail Order, Aranson Furnituns,
Empire Sores, Empire Products Lid, Morris End , Lioyds
Cartons, Nelson Labels, B.F, Fern Lid.. Ulira (Manchester].

¥'e afe msking people to boyoott these firma. 'We would
also like ti hear from prisoners about other compan e thai
are doing the sama, and we need help 10 produce STckers
and leafiete, Pleass write to:—
Campaign agaimant Arincs,
cdo 143, 5t Francis Tower,
frik Way, Longon £4.

Thase schames nesd bo be complemented by ather Torms of
solidarity sction, RAP sims to sbolish prisons, but untll

the working cless have been thaken out of their slave menial-
ity, the prison population will continus 1o pamll,

Phase two |3 the building up of 3 resivence network, 1o
halp thoss who refuse 1o tum up on ball and those who
manage 10 scape, Just imagine the effect an the State if

all those on bail Tailed 0 twn wup in oowrt, or if those in
open prisons or borstals legged (il

To give this kind of support thare would need 1o be a nai-
work of "wslfe houms',

Hare are s04me hint on the running of thess havens:

Mo ane member of a ‘resistance” group showld know the
locations of @l the safe houses. No written material sthould ba
b kopt thave. Ag far as powsibbe thare should bs snough
food, drink, gtc, laid on to enable people to ey thers for
soimee s without godng out. No meetings should be held
at the houses. Those who do have to visit shouwld book fairly
conservative. Premisss should be chossn which cannot
easily be surrounded. There should be pee-arranged escape
routes, and a smple signalling system 1o indicate whather
thi place b stlll safa,

[

pbost of thoms an the run need alternative forms of denti
fication, The most reliable method of obtadning identifi-
cation i to sieal It but newer use ftolon credit-cands oF
cheues, Fake birth certificates are becoming ditficuh to
obtain, bt i b till powible to look up a death in old cbituary
enlumns and request 8 copy of the decessed person’s desth
certificate. (Obvioushy, iU's beit 10 chooss & pareon Wi was
barm within g few years of the persan who needs the oeft-
ificate.] With a birth certificate you can obtain & driver’s
iicense, & social secuwrity card and aiher Tormds of idemtifi-

catian,

Of cowrsa, these are only thoughti—Hasven forbid that amy:
ody should start doing such thingsl But this type of
raiistance s needad, So get off pour bums and do same-

1
o Alan

Futility

Radio 2 and brown paper wasle

Khaki, white and blues

The Bui: ol needle sewing in haste
The clip ol scissors too

Hoiling backwards forwerds, backwardi,
Laying out the yards

Spilling vut on kKhaki bisck boards
Coats i Matted shasds,

Cui box sew snd check

The process never ende

Do they eat them af the Ministry of Defence?
Piles of coais and clockwork laboer
Waste sway within thes walls

A mind s bent, il sees no favour

And never siruggles as i Ml

Greorge. Knight




JUSTIC
PROFE

THE CHARLES RICHARDSON case has prompted Temence
Moiris, one of the bestknown British Criminclogists, 10 mako
what i in many ways 8 very trenchant call for the abolithon
af parcle fNew Socieny, [96/80L Culte rghtly, e wrgees
that hoth the closed nature of décision-making about pancie
and the criteria used, are unjust. Some criteris relate to
factoss for which time will already have been added or
sabtrcted at the sentencing stage; other grounds om which

I 1 in prossly unfair (o demya persom liberty: ‘Oneght fa
prisener] 1o stay in jail because his wife is having an afiair
and there naight be the risk of § puncheap™

Unfortunately it turms oul that Morrs's crtiqee of parole
i ako an apologia for judicial penishment, employing 3
wersdom of the latest Amencan wespon [or the defencs o
Demacracy, the ‘Justice Model™
Fustice mut b relatad to whai ey been showh $o Rave Rappemed
aleeady . . . . &1 e sEnSGNCEY PiEpT. shcaEly {ihromgh e owedium
of the judbsiary) attempls io sl Samc penaity which , . . is pubdicly

sradunicd lurgely in termy of what b feit o be the aflenabed™ jani
deeeris

There are two smple objections to this, Firstly, the notion
that o judge is merely & ‘medium’ for some metaphysosl entity
called ‘Society” is a very powerful and useful myth, but
certaindy doesn’t deserve 10 bo paraded s & sefentific truth
Secondly, the oaly yardstick by which the public can guage
the offender’s St deserts” are the standards set up by the
jdges themselves, a1 fiktemad :muuf the newspapers and othes
modia. And judges are consplcumasty unrepresentative ol

the public =t large.

However, judges do make their decisions in open couri, wnd
are subject 1o various rules and proceduaral ssfeguards.

That alune makes their declsions more acceptabbe than those
of the Parcle Board. |17 pivole were recognised for what Mowms
rightly siys it B a re-seniencing gxerciee — and administersd
us befiie 2 judicisl decision, it might be equally aceeplable,
iSome of us would like 1o 12 the whols apparatus of the
eriminal law replsced by something different, bt that's
another question. ) But If offenders were senbencod

it @ rational basis in the first place, 1t would only rarely

he appropriate to re-sentence them.

This hrings us 10 another of Morris's crithcisms: justice, he
maintaing, looks only to the pest ‘the idea that a person
could be propetly deprived ol his liberty not on socount of
what he hxy done, but an account of what he might do, Is
alfemsive to the idea of justice as faimess’. And so11 15, 0
most cases. Bul might there not be exceptional cases in which
some person or group of people had such strong grounds &
fear whata person might do that their inferest in has/her

sMate by Mick Rysn: A number ol RAP members have
expressed an interest in formualations of 5 mdical eritique
of the justice model. A useful starting point might be:
Diean Clarke, "Marcism, Justice and the Justice Model”

in Covttemponery Crises, 2, 2762, [We hae: been prosmised
an article on the subject for the next isue — ed.|

PAROLE 8
OR ITIORRIS

sewregation might fairly b held 1o ovprmide his/her owmn
interest n libertyT T it not this, il gnhing. that justifies the
invaluntary confinement of some mad people? It is samelimes
thowght to be just o restricl a perscn’s liberty so o8 to wsid @
teondlict of inigrest’: & portion in whiich s/he would be subject
v tepwptathons to which ethers woild not be subject,

s/he muight nol give way to them. if 3 man hat strangled a
wolang girl for no other gpparent reasoin than that he gains
some sort of stisdaction from so doing. he might be thought
i have an inierest g0 viclenily ai odds with those of young
girls and their relanives that he should ot be penmitied to
mix with them.

[t i true that such a man wowld be udged on the basts of his
et conduct — it would imdecd be umjust {0 fmpute maurderous
propensities 1o pomene who had never comumitted a musrdercis
act — but the justification for his inprsonment would ba

ihe fear of what he might da, not soms phatract notion of
deseri

Thus, jussice 1§ nol incompatible with the idea that people
should be impriscned sclely in order to proecd other people
fiom thim. Punishment and restraind are (o different
ahjectives, and i ong can be pursued justly, 0 can the other.
But imprisonment solely for the parpoi resiraint would oaly
be just in exceptional cases. In still mose exceptional cascs,
it might be justifiable to re-enience an impiisoned person
on the ground that the perceived danger had cexsed 1o exin,
This is nod 8 matier of applying some

ciutbatical Tormiala like the prediction soones chumed our by
ilse Home Office’s computer. 11 {s & matter of recognking
{lhat aititwdes and values can change. (Morrs ealls this
scontrition’.) Some form of parals & not objectivnable in
principle, The present syslem k.

breakout

'BREAKDUT is wibtitled “the paper for insiders’, bul
there's planty in 1t to inferést those on the outside as weall,
Anything that reaches Breakout from the saida i printed,
sronymously — for obvious ressons — and onedited, and
muich af I has @ directress tht more than makes up,fo
ary kack of “polish’. The paper s produced on & shoesiring
that makes The Atolitionist” look opulent, but all things
consklered the sandard of the laet few issues I e
remarkably high, Mumbers 4 and 5 are espcially recom-
mended for anyone inferested in prison wnclugiries, Maybe
by the time you read this no. B will be awailable, up until
now thy've conslstently pat u b shame by coming aut
aut scheculs, but we understand that they'rs having fairly
oyt production problems and could use some bl A
wcially with the typing. 1"l just ghe you thal ackdrass again
Box 56, 182 Upper Strest, London NT.



Al & Londan Policy Group meating on July 17, it was
decided thai RAP would concenfrate on a major cams
paign into the abuse of prisoners by drogghng. Hogular
readars of “The Abolitionist’ will know thal RAP has
boen close |y invalved in past attempts to expose the
punitive nature of much prison medical care (5ea "The
Abolitionist' nos 1,2,3.5). As a member of the Medical
Commities Agasginst the Abuse of Prisoners by Drugging
{MCAAPD), RAP halped 1o detail the widespread use of
drugs in prison as fools of social control rather tham as
lagitimate aids to medical treatment. Now RAP intends
{o make sure that the initial impetus of the Medica
Committea's work is not lost,

The MCAAPD achiowved a groet deal in a short time and
collected onough evidence to prove that medical abedises
hawe bocome endemic to the prison system. Largaly a5
a conseguence af pressure [rom the Medical Commiiles,
the recently published Prison Department Report for
1979 published the numbers of dregs dispensad by the
Prison Medical Service in E.'rl;lﬂnrl ard Wales last vear.
They reveal a frighteningly high annual dosage per man)/
weman of psychotropic drugs hypnotic drugs and other
drugs which affact the central nervous system. These

dosages can not be explained by Home Office reassurances

that drugs are only used to treat mentally wnstabde and
emotionally disturbed prisones.

The work of the Modical Committen wins, however, sevearely

hampered by the threat of a mass of libel suits emanating

from aggrieved prison medical doctors, Individual membors

of the MCAAPD have in fact been successfully sued and
the document containing the charges and avidence by the
Madical Committee has never been publishad.

Ackowledging the drawbacks of such a centralised and
formal committes [combining as it does a wide varsety of
groups not all of whom subscribe to FAP's analysis of
the robe of prisons in society], RAP intends to pursue its
campaign free from formal links with other groups and
individuals. But we are obviously kean to recodse any
information and evidence on the use of psychotropic and
other drugs in prisons, as well as on other aspacts of the
Prison Medical Service Already many former members

of the Medical Committes have promised their full
support and co-operation for the campaign. Any readers
who think they have refevam Illfﬂfrﬂiﬂlﬂ-ﬂ should contact
the RAP olfice a3 woon a3 possible.

Prisondnugs

WILLIE'S WATCHDOGS

A seathing sttack on the existing role of the Prison Boards of
Visltors was recently made by a member of that illustriious group
wha s attempling o found a new, independent national association
of board members. In an srticle in The Guoardian (July 23} titled
‘Prison Boards of Visios - forever an insignificant Home Office
cypher 7" Margaret Watson, 8 member of Pentonville Prison’s

Board of Visdtos, palnted to the contmdictory roles of baard
mwmbers abd painied a phetore of & group of people whi ane

‘seen o be entirely | the pocket of the Home Office”,

Me Wstson highlighted the crucial area of role confliel when
she said that ‘on the one hand, the board member acts as the
public watchdog, prodecting and uphodding prisoner’s rights;
on the otber he [she] s meting oul yel more me in prison for

. 7.
the inmate. It 18 not surprising
conlidenes in the members’ ability (o be truly independent and
foiir in protecting prisonsrs' rights and assesing the running of
the prisas.” Gulte so.

Anyone who thinks that the very existence of the Boands of
Visitors demonstraies Home Office willingness to nceapt
Indepienedent moniloring of the administeatlon of British
prisons should think again. As Margaret Watson points out,
board members are completely dependent on the Prison
Depariment In that, for example, they ame s rvboed enbinedy

by elvil servants. The prison depariment arranges meeting,
prepares agendas, provides information and the boards have

mo independent secretmrial on whom they may call....memberns
are Wolated from one another,unable to exchange views and
shane experienced, They meel occasbonally &l courees ofganised
by the Home Offlcs,”
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In all prisons, the prison officers do try
to reform the prisoners. As well as training
them for jobs when they leave prison, thay
try to show them a batter way of life

Every prison has a library and sSports
club. The prisoners are able 10 listen to the
radio and watch television. Concens and
film shows are held. Prisoners are allowed
visits by thair families. There are also parls
of tha prison wherg prisoners cam meet
talk and take part in indoor Qames.

Men prisoners wear a uniform which 15
like a blue suit. and women prisoners are
allowed a choice of dress and can Wwear
make-up. Any prisonar who 18 well be-
haved and works hard can have his
sentence reduced

e

What did vou learn in school today, dear little boy of mine?

I Jearned that policemsen are my frisnds,

I learnwed :Ilur Justipe -'"'ln"'-l'.h"ldl\. : Hare are all the captivies, the oallz are ar real,

i'_rmn-.-rd that murdirers die for thadr crimes, but these are unbike the prisoners we kRow,

Ewen J.f wo make a mistake somefames whio are outraged or pining or wittily resigned
And thar's what T learned in school today, ar just with all away

That's what T learned in school

T Paxton For these disseni so Hitk

From “Schoolchildren’ (W.H. Auden.)




~ abo/itionISst

Every effori is made to get the children to
change Ther WwWays

When men began to live together in groups there in spite of all these scientific aids which the
wias & nead for law and justice. The law is a set of policeman usas, he depends wery much on the
rules which the community agrees to live by, 1T the co-oparation of the public. It @ only with the
coammunity 15 to be pesceful then the law must be help af the people that he is able to carry out his
carried ouwt fairly and justly and law-breakers must duties properly — to prevent crime and keep faw
be eaught and punished, and order

Today we depend on the police to arrest law-
breakers and on the law-courts 10 punish tham

sory — Law and Order’
i amms Lig 1971 )

| Tl.nl:ll\.ﬂ g al iid  SaidE This = oo of many letters
The mnge of subjects you | receiwed on the subjest of m

wrile about u ampundingg and Prison samessas Tha prablem

| smjoy anrsarng them ] & Shack ancd wilhe & SIJNMY

Tha weak Rachs! Rendall macy of you seggest 1t de T]MFS
(7} of Trowbridge. Wit pends on whaiber you thie
wriies: "Don't you fhnk that e purposs of & prison sen W{Tm
whan peopls go B judl ey oS B 0 puneh o 1o halp
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“NO REAL THREAT TO
SOCIETY

A review of "Too Many Prisoners’, 2 report by the
Parliamentary All-Party Penal Affairs Group

HERE WE HAVE a professedly ‘radical’ report prepared
kv an all-party group of M anid peess {nal an official
Committee) chaired by Robert Kilroy-Silk MP, who is
glio one of RAFS Sponsors, This is how they sum up
*{lye pphris of {thelr] recommendations”

[T studics haw comvisse] s thal i METing IMeTeEsSOn Cas

be made upan this granng problem | overcimeding ) witivoul

a radical changn |n approach wnd arotedis Ot apyaroach i fo

reseive custody . . . 1o ihvos wika woull reprewent a peal dangs?

B BOCHTT W boleve it s vl . o thid remand in ceviody

should ba wholly evceptional, thal s prison wawmce showkd be
nnh-ﬂnmmllpmﬂ.idﬂmu prisen wn-

wemie shissk] e longe thas is ahsalutely saential for the grobee

tion of wociety. | par 194]

It is encouraging that politicians 14 diverse s Clive Saley,
Janet Fookes and Lond Hunt can subscribe 1o such ine-
sounding principles; but consensud hias been ackieved only
by asing the wooliest imaginahle language. Does

“society’ mean simply ‘other people’, or people, propernty,
official secrecy and the moral fabric of the pathon? What
exactly lsa "real danger” as oppowd 10 4 mEre ‘naisence’,
and how ks oo 1o know that only 3 senlenes of precisely

g pany years will suffice 1o wwert it And what doss it mean
1o speak of imprisonment & the only "possible’ senlenoe—
4 if locking people up wete Wl always a matter of chidee?
These questions are sowhere examimed,

ALTERNATIVE PRISONS

The firsi chapter of the report discusses {fenders far whorm
[mprisonment fa wrong in pringiple’, It is not thought neees-
mry, apparently, Lo sate the principle(s) i guestion, sino:
“thoge working in all parts of the pensl sysiem agsee” that

it i wroig to imprison mentally ill and discrdered offenders,
habiftual drunken offerders; and drug dependents.

The Group fnds it ‘lamentable” that owing io {he faibare of
the D.HS.5. to live up 1o its propet responsibility” m imple-
menting the Butber Report, same hundreds of men and women
are detained in pejson whose degree of *mental disorder’ would
ke sufflcient Lo warrant their incarceration under the Montal
Heakih Act. Regionsl Secure Units, had any been buill,

might or might aot be jess distressing placet 1o be confined

i than ordinary prisoms; but there & litle basic difference
eiwesn & prisan sentendt and a hospital ordet, except that
the latter places one almest totally s the meecy of exgcutive

discretion, By the skeight-of-hand of placing the propesed
units within the sphere of ihe Health Service, an increnss i
carceral capacity can be presented asa decreass in the number

of prisoners.

For akcoholics, the report urges that more detoxification
sertres shoubd be set up, and finds a possible source of flnance
in the £4 milkion hying dormant in the Licensing Compensation
Funds. For drug users a mnge of residentisl and won-resi

den mes ia advocated ba, sadly, no such conven-
fent fund is availabla.

The ane novel recommendation in this chapter i5 that
h-mmr:mdu'brmpmﬁ to apply for wariation of
imudﬂw&m:alpnﬂdmwpﬂm a shariding
committes of magistrares | This is primarily intended for
mentally disordared o aildicied prisoner, but the Group
sees 'no reazon in principle why such varistion of sentence
shoubil pot cocur also in the case of other peity perssient
offenders’, An inieresling division of opinion emerges here:—
Wiiibe wome sk of Gt wortking party weuld be perepars:d
o BecEpt an incyrastd Jogres of pipecirtive disceeiin fod this
purpose, W afe that bo be gonenally scceptable any sach
mich propossds wouk] have Jio prtain decisionemaking in & juddiial
stting. | pari. 49)

Perhaps a similar dissgreement explalns why the same principle
s niot applied to that mos nobenous IRIANSE of executive
discretion, parnie.

MUISANCES

The next chapter concems "Other categories for whom
imprisonment might be reduced withoutandangering the
public®, Eight such categorne ure discussed (hy no means an
exhaustive list—what about domestic musderers, for imstance?
the one that receives most ottention i that of ‘petty perabsien
offenders.

‘A "petty persistent offender” can be descrihed s somione
wh is 3 muisance rather than a danger to society” (par. 54).
That is sufficient, following the approach se: ool in the
conclusion, 1o disqualify him or her as 3 canditate for impris-
onment: 50 singe, elarwhere, the report sale emphatically
thiat *persuasion and exhortation of sentencers” is oot an
effective way of reducing the prson population, it i a piey
that it docs not set » threshold of ‘pettiness’ (sy a propesty



wabue of £100) below which imprisonment would not be
avallble to the courts,

Bt Lhe report proposes, not (o curtail the powens of sent-
enc ers, bui 1o increase them, by making more widely avail-
ghle such traditions] *shematives” 15 aitendance centres,
community service, and compuliory attendance at day
gentres or employment schemes. This s expected 1o
encournge greater use of non<ustodial measures. The
whole logic of this well-worn argumen is that mon-
custodial messures are moTe atiractive to courts iF they

‘Decisive action in the immediate
future is essential if the tension in
some of our prisons is not to explode
into violence”

imvalve some degree of interferénce in the offendes’s

Hie, however futile (it B surely absurd, in present
cifcumsianeds, to iy (0 coerce peopht into employment ),

A Home Oifice study (guoted st pars, &6) showa the result:
only 45-50% of C. 5. 0.7, the researchers estimate, are made
a5 an alternative to imprisonment, There is an eminently
sensible fecommendation (para. T2) that ‘comditiomms!
chiseharges gl hincdiing over ghould he used more frequently
gl mone repetitively for perty affenders. But will anyone
take any notice?

K is potsble bow little relisnce ks placed an the idea that
salternatives’ do any good, Al that i sadd in favous of
C.5.0.s is that they only cost £300-£350 a tine and that
‘about three quarters were completed stisfactorily”, Prob-
ation recelves anly a passing mention, Senior altondunce
centres {for mabes aged 17-20), which sound about a8
therapeutic as a kick in the gromn, ‘provide a cheap, simple
und easily understood ponaliy withous the undesirable dde-
effects of custody”, There b a certain refreshing realism
aboui this, but also 3 distint touch of the ‘shoet sharp shock”
mentaliiy.

TIMID

The remainder of Uhis chapter is rather o frustrting affair.
There are wme very webcoms recommendations: g
asfodial semtences for sheeping rowph, beggtag or indecent
exposre (parar, 15, 116 abofition of ‘s’ withour reploe-
wpient | 121 ); extension of the Bail Acr o cover deportafion
proveedings (126 Bt time and again the réporl seems 10
be keading up to aiber, brosder proposals for decriminalis-
tion or decarceration, and then stops thoi,

The first iment concerms mainienance defaulters,

of whom 2,564 were ganbed in 1978 (para. 74). The Repart

of the Finer Commitice on One-parent Families (1974,

which recommended that this messure be abokished , is quoted =t
quoted a1 bemgth, but the All-Party Group maled fo recmm-
mendarion of s own,

Then come fine defaultens, whio, s the report points out,

aceount for nearly a quarter of receplions into custody (para. 84).
The Payne Committee, whose report in 1969 led to the

ahaltion of imprisonment for &l forms of dvil debt except
maintenance default, proposed that an Enforcement Office

be set up to take responsbility for civil debt collection; and

the Parliamentary Group adopts the proposal by the Advisary
Councll on the Penal Syviem (AL, P.5.) that this office should
also deal with overdue Mnes, But imprisonment would con
gl fo be available Tor deliberate refiusal jo pay after the
Enforcermens (ifice has dealt with the case and o the
applivarion of the Eaforcement Office " (pare. 55) Why should
the Offkce, whose proposed powers would include levying
execution an the defaulier’s property, bankrupting him, and
making an attachment of camings order agaimet his smployer
Jnave this additional power in respect of one class of debis
{madnly relatively small debis owed by relatiely poor

people) and no other? There is no good reason why impris-
onmen fon fing default should not be abolished altogether,

Ta its credil, the repon recommends that solicfrirg should

sl e punishable by g prison sefdence, and aocepts that the
present state of the law is ineguitabie. But 1L goes on o
endorse a recommendation by the Prison and Borstal Governor
Gowernors that

A mome equitahlo spprosch wosld ke to prohibil all behavsour

Eleiy b0 cause offence and dmbartaseneal o G{hery

This woald coved the mon: bl snd offenave forms off solic-

ilimg and aldo certain types of male behawiosr bowards women,

e kerh crwwling. [para 103].
It would probably take swome ingenuity to devise 3 way of
soliciting o subdued and polite that so-one was likely to
bt embarrassed. Taken Iierally, the proposal b quite
badicromsly broad: there e a millien ways to cause offence
and embarrassmént 10 others! Why not just scrap the law on
soliciting without replacement, a1 NACRO suggested?

On camnabis, the report quoiss NAPD's evidence in favour
of decriminalisation, and proposals by MACRO and the
Howard League that posession for personal use should not
be an imprisonable offence. Then, for no stated reasos, it
qualifies this modest proposal still further: “cusrodiad nens-
encer should mo buger be avatlable for potession of smalf
amounis of armebis for perronal e,

Al the end of the chapter is an afverthought shout “Average’
offenders: the 35% of the peison population ‘whose affences
cannol be described a8 petty and yet who represent o real

DAILY WIRAOR, Woesdar,Joy 30, 1980

Sentence of the Court

e e e A s T slasie
She fald the eourd thai she e far her
m-nln:mﬂi_;:- [L08
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&
All-Party Repart
dreger o gociery” (para. 179) —And therefore ought ot o
be imprisoped? —Ah, well, nat exactly, but--
within (s growp there are some who could mcerve & naf-

cuitnidial peaalry in caseywherost foat sight npraanmend
may weem ihe sppropriate aptice[pars. 129],

A timid sort of ‘radicalism’ indeed!

WAITING TIME

The report EXpresses concem “that 2 considerable number

of defendunts are remanded in custody whe could be grantsd
bail witlout endangering the public o disrupting the criminal
justice process’ and calls for “an urgent review of the factors
alfecting time speat swalting trial or sentence”. It also makes
some fairly detsiled recommendations, of which the most
striking i that The Home hffice and the Lord Dhoalor’s
ffice should examine the mont sprropriale way in witich
thee 110 dy lirir o caestodiol remardi e Seotlrnd could

be adapted to the law of England and Wales (para. 155).

If they did examine it they™d probably come up with all sorts
of reasans why it coubdn’t be done, hul it looks ke a good
ides. (Al present the sverage waiting time for a Crown

Court trial is 121 days.)

"We cannol overstate the S DSOS
with which we view the present
situation in our prisens: it is an
affront to human dignity’

A SIGNIFICANT REDUCTION

*mmmmm:m.mmmm:mmm
mhrdmhmmmmmmnfﬂ:mﬂ
mrhmhifudhyiqﬂhﬁn’ That, as My Whitelaw’s
respomse (o the May Report shiowed, ks something the govern-
ment won't aceept a3 bong & it can possibly help {1, Natur-
alky it deein't want the prisons io ‘explode’ a8 the ropor
prophesies, bud peither can it he seen o go “wlfi’. 1 is
disingenuons 1o quote (para. 6) My Whitelaw's speech aboul
*irivial andd inndequate” offenders (wha can comvemiently be
be distinguished from genuinely *anti-social’ wrongdoers)

a5 evidenos thﬂh:hmll'll?ﬂhrwﬂh’miiﬂfwlm;
and i1 i equally disingenucs 10 that all the blame
for the level of sentences can be laid on the sdiciary, and
none o i . Both play their part in fostering the
*public opinion” byrhlﬂﬂthrﬂwlmhjmﬂlhd.

For all that, the repart I8 certainly right to call for begialation,
and it specific prupuilhm:utﬂﬂnﬂﬂﬂthtﬂlﬁ:rhpnf
previous commitiess. They are based, with i -
fications, on the two-tier SICLUTE in the ACPS.
Review of Maximum Penalfies. This posits & distinction
hetween “ordinary’ offenders, 1o whom new, reduced, max-
i wmm,mamﬁwmm
would b:dj[hihrhn:ﬂmm'ﬂ-dlﬂtﬂmuhl-
tween the bwo st of are: (1) the ACPS. would
-tthenrﬁufrnm:huulhlnﬁmnﬂuﬂ:dm&w
seniencing practice, the anﬂmy[hmw
Bedow” that level; ()the A CPS. proposb would make
sgxceptional’ olfenders liable to fixed-term sentences of any
Wﬁ;ﬂnhmwmmmmtm
rﬂ}ﬂ.Iﬂmmuﬂ'ﬂﬂ.M&rmmﬂﬂdi:Iﬂﬂﬂ
L InMththmrpnht.!luluﬁmuhmm
fife imprisonment would, of course, remain available for
eertain offences.

Tha longer sentences would be available whete, in the Adwvi-
sory Council’s words, *the cour is of the opinion that a
custodial sentence i necessary fof the protection of the
public from seriou harm' (quoted a3 para. 174). ‘Serious
harm” s defired 5

o T s physcal injary, sericas paychologlial eilects, ey

tianal personal kardhip, or dumage o the sty of the State

ax the Fabele of secisty fioe, o/
This is the neamesl we ever gel o a definition of the ‘real danger
tp socigty” which is cited as the sole justification for impris-
g apyodie at all, Wears nat Lokl how to secognks 3
danger which, while Jess than “serious; it sufficiently ‘el
Lo justify the exceptional personal hardship of imprison-
ment. IF protection of others from “real danger” is sericushy
regarded as the sole legitimate funetion of imprisoament,
then It seems indeed to follow (from weighing what is
generlly an extromely unceviain danger against severe and
cerinin privations) that only In expeplional cases can Empris-
anmient be justified.

If, on the other hand, the principle ls pot o e taken seciouily,
i1 wouhd be betier aot 10 mention it. If the idea it put shout
that, in the new , strexmlined penal system, people are only
sent 1o peison I they are dangerows, they will b treated with
great wartneess when they get oul: imprisonment will be even
more stigmistising than i i o present, if that's possible. It

also makes nomsense of the call for short sentences: STy
who ‘would represent a real dangee” In January would sl
o s b Mlay,

WHAT'S THE POINT?

In fact, the report evinges no coherent jdea af what either
prison oo the altematies to it are for, In this it relects the
bankruptey of contemporary penology. Its proposals are
fo pyore that & pragmatic pesponse o what is rightly seen
asn parlous sitution. If a sizeable faction in Parliament-
including some pragmatic Tories — are prepared to press for
tiuese measures, that s & Wekeodme development, if only for
the embarrassment it will cawse the government. Wany of
ihe report’s recommendations point in the right direction.
Mpuhuunﬂmywwmhemdmp.
Bt those on the Left should be ready 1o go further.

[muiead of trying to creale the appeanancd of & mon-partisn,
seformist consensus—a DONSESUS, hased on the absence of
any mesningful principles—people ke M Kilray-Sitk should
be putting togethes & coherent soctalist altemative to the
law-and -arder sdectogy which has served the Tories and
pheir class 8o well.

The pointlessness of most prison sEntEnces in utdlitarian
mmmmmmmm.mﬁmmm
macy of the penal system, niot for a policy thiat bolsters up
MHﬂmﬂmqulﬂrpnhlhﬂ.mddmnﬂth'pu&r
tive, ‘alternatives’. Befire talking so ghilily aboul the
‘profection nluchly'.thrrmwﬂmnidlfﬂht sort of

& sochety it 15 thal the prasond are profecting.

It is difficult, chviously, to get an education in a school
that reduses 1o educate withous rquiring that its studenis
pubendt imulmneous Ty 1o custodial care, sharils competition
and indoctrination,

_Tvan Tllich {Celsbration of Awareness pl.



jack in the box

When you're out of prison and you hit the street
You smile at everybody you meel,

It"s crazy freedom as you tiptoe along

Where every ear and shop is a song,

The habits you've planted deep down in your brain
Follow the rainwater down the drain

You shrug off the shackles that tied up your mind
And relax the watch you kept from behind.

Is this reslly the same, the place you once knew,
The world where love and flowers once grew?

Or is there a part of me back in that hole-
Gaoling my feelin and gripping :-ny soul?

When you kick the jailhouse and head for home
Why did you stop and search for a comb?

Cos your haircut won't dig that groom

It’s in your head, that lightening gloom-

The madness is fading, the colours are bright

And everything's bathed in freedom’s light,

And you aren’t worrying, the pressure has eased.
How long it's been since you felt so pleased!
When you're out of prison and you hit the streel
You smile at everyone you mect

You'te in love with the world and everything’s fine
You're so bloody glad you've finished your “ame’.

ﬁu-rya, kA ﬂhr

BLOE

Plastic men in paper hats circle round like biped bats

In and out of tiled rooms, weaving multi-shadowed looms

Bearing blue and bluc-and-white that disappears in free daylight

A skin cast off [or older skin;they know that now they must begin
Brighter days sit clear ahead waiting for the risen dead

Woken from a sleepless dream of days and nights forever green
Sleepworkeatsleepeatwork worksleep

Aorudt thoedh: ol i

| walk upon a golden street, feel the stone beneath my feet

Hold my hope close to my breast<it stood the most astringent test.

Germge kmgb'd.'

If you are a member of a political
party, pressure group, institute,
scuool, college, et etc, and would
like a speaker from RAP to come
and give a talk, answer questions

and join in a discussion, then contact
the RAP office without delay. We have
have an experienced panel of speakers
and the subject of prisons, crime, the
law and so on can always be relied on 8
to produce a heated discussion! ;i

We ask for travelling expenses, plus

a fee if possible towards RAP's work -
the fee can be waived or reduced if
NECessary.

We can bring RAP literature with
us to give away and sell.

READERS who thought that the portrayal of the
Police on the front cover of our last issue was a bit
overdrawn might care to consider the case of Mr
Roger Daly, who was awarded £3,270 damages against the
Metropalitan Police by a High Court jury. Mr

Daly, who is Black, was assaulted several times by
five policmen and then prosecuted, unsuccesfully, for
assaulting them. He was stripped and locked in a
cell, where a policeman threw him peanuts (monkey
food — get it7) — the only food he was given,

What had he done? ‘The police. . .said they had
reasonable grounds to believe that Mr Daly, who was
was carrying a white plastic bag containing a clothes
brush and shoe polish he had just bought, might

be in posession of stolen goods.” (Times 23/7/80/

The hiil for this piece of self-indulgence was:

Malicious prosecution:
general damages: £1,000
punitive damages: £ 500
Assault: £ 25
Interest: £ 475

£4, 250
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‘but what
with..?’

i puestion ohen mked about & few famous eraminaly
the gang |Bacers, mulipie misrderers, child killers. The
meclin make these people oul & tiends who share no feelings
with the et ol uk The rreore soph aticated truth is ROT 50
sersatinnal - therefore nat o profitable 1o print. Moy
pecgle seem fascinated try stories of sedists crime; arhars
ke capitsl o exploiting this fabrinatwen, perpetuating
it. Hence the difficulty of ratipnal discussion.

Much of what ks said and writian i mstdled, and ssams O
regard thesa offendert naw a8 b, now as mid, @3 rewponsible
o not respansible for their scts. Thia dual clmsification =
suited to our gystem ol punishmant I & eulprit |5 said to ba
responsible, then he ‘deserves’ 8 long prison SenisnCe If not
resporaitie, ha is fit for “treatment’ in & cloged instinution.
Bait whio can decide if another's act remilts from & freshy-
made depision’

it is more usetul to corlde peopls who ane dangaroul ie
orthars bn terms of Four rather overiapping groups. Fin
there are those whio kil - once. Mot of theds pecple
el salely b put on probation - many have never been
i eourt befors this crime, usually the resslt of jealousy
or arger and muner ol § lpwer or spouee, SoMElimes 0
pari proveked by the victim Iretmac of ihe now
mandatory life sentence for munder which results in
aversgs pretches inside of about 10 years, an al teFrEt e
rreighit bbe somi combination of sacial support: in the
community and prychotherapy. The first could help

tne parscn estabilich & new |ife, if mecossary in andther
proa. Thie secomd could helg the person dhoal with

guilt feelings which might iead oTnerwise 1o sulcite
[(Ona-third of murders are followed by tha i FEberer's
suicioe,] Therapy could slso help with pensonality
problems which might have caused the crime, such aa
the inabidity to express anger in small doses, or DlsEEswE
jealousy. It might be possible bo @nliEt in thia Tesk the
feelp ol oiher people who had had thie same prodlEms

The Increase in the numbar of tharspists mepded lor

this could ba Funded by savings on pren enpenditure.
A iife sentence {10 years at sbout E200 per ek ) COST
at the minimum £10 4,000 per prisonsr, more than
enough 1o provide resliic help outside prison for
sevaral yean.

the professionals

Professonal criminats whio have decioed an crime &
thair caseer, who are menisly stable and oftan vEry
imelligent, wha miy anjoy their lives @nd regard
prigon terme with resignation - thaese Tioenm pur Secand
group, Although thy may prafler 0 weeal without
yigkence, someE ke prépaned to wonind or kil if
‘rscessary’, The Great Train Aobbers are a {@mious
gxample. Their behaviour 18 undersiandable by
capitalist normms - get s much 88 you Can fin thee
shortest thme, Yat the same peopbe might hive

youdo

3 more progresive contribution To ek jnatand
iOn# train robber has been deseribed by @ writer

on panology b one of the micst inteliigent mean

b bt sves met.) Evidance from the USA ks shown
that given the chance, some ‘hardered’ crimirsls
might want to Lacoime talenied sooial admardsirBiors

The American Mo Careers SCHEme 15 foW wis|l kK nEawm
jin this country o iteempdoymant of hundreds af
thousands of ghetto people in the human ser (48

A relatsd swpeerimant wal st up in Wacawille jail in
1068 with 1B young prisoners wall on the way 102
lifa tirme inside, mast with a hisueny ol deprivation
and no chance 1o use theer teanis in & socislly weetul
wiay (however you oafing ‘gociplly useful’,] Ower e
months. small groups studiad sociology. sociad profiems,
resenrch Tach nipdd, impsoved thiir lieracy . and on
rElEats got jobs @6 programme deyal ppreepn astistants.
helping Wmw Careers by resenrching wys of expanding
the movemant and selling the idea.

After Tive yeand, irelve had remained in this wark in highly
paldl admin, joba wilth responsibility for the gheiio areas
witich they knew well, Only ore had returned 1o jail.

This i 8 dramatic retult. 11 could be eritaciged for
sisorbing potential revolutionaries o capitaism,
Mleyertheless, My Carsers increasrs chodl mnd sk |lis

prnd Conr Frdde posaibilities fod sociol change than

sirabght crime can ever o

& chances for the professional criminal can at lait
b offered, (Think of Jimmy Boyla's achigviments |
If tye b e wrigh to take tham, he oould be told 10
pay back stolen goods and make reparation in the



cases af injury. 1 he has been dangeroust 1o life more
than once, there might be a case for locking him up,
wipeciilly i he has no interast in changing.  This
apdies to the ather two groupt in our discussion -
thiose who are unstable snd commit viclent arimes
because of this imary of those in the ‘wpecial
hospitals’] and those wha sra both professionsl
eriminals and seversly unstable;

2l

Decisions absout release would not rest with a director
but with & contensus of stalf and villagers, inchiding

the villager him/hersell. This would tselp awoid the
mistakes of judgment when top 1aff who do not know
& patient wall make the detision rather than the people
he spends svery day with, 1t siso asurmes an stmosphers
of honesty and co-operation in spite of the feslings of
resgntment which confinement i3 bound to croate.

This resentrment could be minimised by good sttt

Spe'Ciﬂl hDﬁ.pii’ﬂISirﬂeed! (a5 e have seen st Bariinnie Special Unit.) For this,

Broadmoar, Rampton, Moss Side and 50 on house & few
thousand peopie who hover between the sistus of
prisgresr and mental patient. Their ‘nures’ belong

in fact to the Prison Officers Association. Bul some
people hive called Broadmoor, for one, even worse

than & prison, Many patients in these overcrowded

and understafed places become seriously institutionalised,
staying longer than they need, with very few after-care
facilities prepared to take tham. When a mistake is
made in release (s with Graham ¥ oung who poisonsd
sevaral people, the hysierical maction bed by the

press causes a tightening up of release conditions,
which worsans the overcrowding.

Yot not all of those in spedcal hospitals need misimum
socurity, They might need an emotionally secure home
with chances Tor sl -expression and expert s1aff of &
sirgig bt sympathetic kind - given thess things, they
would ceste 1o bacoma @ constant danger, For the few
wha are unprediciadly viclent In a seripus way, we
could legrn fram the Rudalph Stebrer viilages for
scluilts with mental disabilitles, About sight adulis

ilve i each house with teo houss-parents. About
twelve housss plus a community centre constitule

sach village. Everyons waorks, goods of high guality
are sold and the village farm producss food. In
institutions these villsgers would atrophy and become
helphess: in the village optimum conditions, thay
develop their personalithes, know that they aré payng
thair way and enjoy & rich community life. [Ses the
case of Reyrond in the lest isue of this magazine.

XEEEN

Chranically and sericusly dangerous offenders could

alge Thwe i srnall willeges - bug Secure ones. Al though
some sort af wall/moat s recessary, the emphases
would ba on security of relationships and growih, rather
than on lock and keys. Work would be creative, villagers
could train in new skills and sxplone their 1slents. Most
poople do not realise their potential by half and peoile
who have commitied violent crimes are no excEpton.
Same could axcell st a particulsr skill, ghving therm stams
and attention and sstisfaction. These villsges should
sparn no expeErus of effort to enable sach person to
develop in his or her own way. This might go somae

wity @t least to compansats for the need o lock

them up, arad would symbolically scknowledge that
wiabent crimes hive somathing 1o do with the previous
treatment by “society’, with verious forms of deprivation
af which the offender was & victim, It might slso be ane
of the most effective heafing methods.

it is important for village life to be arranged 1o maximise
this villager's capacity 1o choose how he acts through an
understanding of his behavicur snd |t caises; 59 In
sdithon to Tirst chess education, job training and a rich
loptional) eommunity 1ite, thare would be voluntary
therspy sessions for growps, individuasls and families,

the chance of real respomsibility snd initiative ane
jisst &% important a3 good siaries. and staf! would
have to relate s equally as posiible with the willagers,
preferably taving spacisl interests which they could
share or teach. Who would thesw people be? We
suggest recruitmant not only of the normal social
services types, but alse of "ardinary peaple’ wha have
anough patiencs, understanding snd an inirrest in
developing themselves. There would nesd bo be sn
attempt at a libertarian attitude- i&. a1 the ability

to et othar peogle be without imposing rules and
judgments in & hserarchical way.

These ‘ordinary peopls’ might be recruited from
workers and sx-workers such B8 bus conducions,
shop msistants, retired people, factory workers
unemgioyed people - the only gqualifications baing
those of personality. 'We ars a1 present caught up
In eoveentions and limitations, e.g. that paople
without ‘qualifications’ cannot have jobs in humaen
servicas, or that 50 ix too old to frain in & new job.
Some lateral thinking is nesded to solve the problems
of serioushy viclent offenders.

Ros Kane

and the truth

shall set you
ree..?

According to the recent White Paper *The Reduction of Pressure

on the Prison System', the Fificenth Report of the House of Commons

Expenditure Commitiee, published in July 1978, and the Repori
of the May Enguiry inio the United Kingdom Prison Service,
published in October 1979, constitule together "the most com-
prehensive analysts of prison affairs since the Second World War,
and place in sombre perspective the long sccumulating problems
and pressures facing the prison service.'
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The Expenditure Commitiee's repart was concerned primarily with
mwercrowding in English prisons and iy original recommanda
comsiderible publicity. At a recent NACRO Conference convened on
July 15 1o discuss the government’s official response to it, the
atmoaphers wis far from sombree and e outcome a good deal more
positive than is asually the case ai gatherings of this kind. Many of
the speakers, however, including the Home Secretary himself,
serivusly uniderestimated the chances of improving the penal sys-
tem al the present time. Adthough meny of the idess put forward
al the Conference are worthwhile i themseives they have ardved a
decade too late w be of any resl use,

Mrs Janet Fookes MP, the Chalrperson of the Expenditure Commitice,
expressed her own view of the Government's #5 "strong on
sympathy, but wieak on action’. She criticised theis somewhat
eatition and pedantic attitude wwards her recommendation that
exEiling alternatives like Community Service Orders, Detoxifcation
Centres and Day Training Centres be expanded, their rejection of

the idea of day fines and the partially mspended sentence, and

their tendency to pay lip strvice only to the idea of shorter sentences.
the most crucal component of any siraiegy 1o reduce owercrowding.
She scknowledged that building more prisons would also solve over-
erowding but, upart from the high cost invelved, she had ressrvations
sbout a policy of this kind and spparently accepts ihe idea, fashionable
In America, that the capacity of the system is the maln determinssi

of the prisan popuiation. Profemor Nigel Walker, the Confasence
Chaiirmian, argued againgt this vhew, sying that there was no evidence
For it in this country,

tinkerers

The Conference was unanimous in its belief that the judiciary have 8
ceniral ride 1o play in shortening sentences, but controversy developed
aboiit the means required o convinee them of this. Mr Whitelaw

does it favour legisdation 1o compel a reduction in sentence length,
cladming that this would set an unhealthy precedent for parlismentary
interference in judicial affain, He profens persuasion-what Mrs
Fookes calls ‘pious exhortation'- and hopes that the Lord Chief
Justice, once he is acqualnied with the grim facts of overcrowding,
will tzke his own inititives in this respect

Clive Soley MP, pointed out that Judpes have not taken am active
interest in prison coenditions for over twenly yearg, ond that it
woubd be o mistake to expect a af heart from them now He
amd several others, insisted that tiom wis necessary o alier
Judicial setitudes.

Some statistics were introduced 1o the debate ot this peint. Botk
Professor Walker snd the Home Secretary sugpested that a reduction
of just one week on all cusiodial sentences passed by the Cowrts would
significantly disinish the prisan population in any one year. A

MAPD representative was very eritlical of this kind of tinkering and
argued that longer, noi-cusiodial sentences were prefemble to very
shorl spells in prison, which offer no meaninglul protection 1o

society and which are utterly devodd of reformative pobential.

The Probation Service in general received high praise from M
Whitelaw and he appears to regand them as the base from which most
other alternatives to prison will spring. excluding the secune fac-
ilivies for the mentally disordered offender and the *wel shelters’

for dlcohol ics. He envisages 3 switch of emphasis lrom aftercane
duties back 1o the ongmal concept of supervision in the -:mrm.rujul
an sspeci of probation which has been on the decline. He
alzo remarked upon & decline in the reputation of the Probation
Service, which he did not profess to understand, snd which he hoped
would seon be reversed. This seemed 1o be & velled refernce 1o

the palitical outspokedness of the London Branch of NAPO, but

i discussion took place about it

Lions received

ten years too late

wulés, but I the Tory kaw and order phBosophy is 1o
retain its credibility M+ Whitelaw cannot afford to admit that thers
is no connection between the crime rate and the numbers of people
impriscmed,

A Labour MP, Mr Peter Hardy, who was also 5 member of the
Expenditure Committes drew attention to the likelihood of great
increases in crime, particularly among young peopie, = & remli
of riiing wnemployment, He fuiled to undedine the funlity, and
indeed the injustios of any penal response 1a this kind of crime
wave or to make the more gemeral point that the incldencs of
crime i3 related far lows o the work of the criminal justice system
than ks commonly thowght, and far more b the nature of urban
anad induetrial life.

But he did at lesst remind the conference that the present
economic climate is not conducive to prison reform and he
wenl om bo poing ol that there are also cerinin culiural Bcions
In Bridain which minimie the impact of enlightened penal idess,
amid which possibly explain why this country has the second
highest iz of imprisonment in Eusope. There are exmmples
abroad of prisons which have been very succesfial in reforming
offenders but the relatively luxsrous conditions which prevail
in them would be unsceeptable to both the public snd the
policy-makers in Britnin, who insist upon & messre of susterdty
bn thelr gaals, however damaging it may be to the chances of
rehabilitation.

Taken together, thess scononiic and cultural factors will under-
mine the optimism of many of the delegates at the NACRO
conference, who were undoubtedly impressed by the Tnge

of technical proposals for reducing overcrowding and by the
amaunt of energy which has been spani on publicising them.
Diespite the government's feeble response 1o some of the
Expenditure Commitiee’s recommendations,more support for
the ides of shorter seniences was given than ever before, even
though the meand o secure tham were noi guarsnieed, Ten

of fifteen years ago it might all have made & difference, because
the many practical sugpestions would then have complemented
the gemine idealism about alternatives which developed
briefly within the Labowr Party, If the present recommenda tions
had been implemented then, the various prison crises of the
late seventics could have boen forestalled and the prisen popu-
tation reduced. It is now (oo lte 1o take sction of ihis kind
and the Expenditure Committee's report is destined 1o gather
durst on the Home Office shelves, slongside the many other
reporis on British prisons which_ over the years, have contin-
ually discovesed truths which only rarely set people froe.

Mike Nefliv
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ADJUSTING THE SCALES

THE BEGUM BASHIR BIBI, o Kenyen-Indian widow, lived
in her brother-indew's bousabinlill in Thornton Heath, Like
the good Mustim she was, the did whatever he told her:
which included unwrapping the packages of cannabis which
came through the pas from time 1o time, Despite a social
imquiry report which stated that she wouald be ‘rotally unable
1o cope with a period of imprivonment”, her obedience was
rewarded with a sentence of 3 years; ber brother-in-law got
EL

Her sppeal sgainst this senience was the cocashon for an
important stabement by the Chief Justice, Lord Larne (sitting
with Lords Justiee Lawton and Shaw ) which indicates just
bow far the Court of Appeal ks prepared to mosdily its pol-
ks dm response 1o the “pious exhortations® of thoss concerned
about 1he state of the prisos,

Because of overcrowding, sasd Lord Lane, it was tmporiant
that whore & custodial sentence was ‘necessary”, it should
be
as shoft & pokiible, comsisien) mmly with the duty 1o protect
the vberewis of the pullic amd to pundsh knd deter the criminal.
Mamy caset could be dealt with equally jusly sed effecively by
& wntenoe of 6 or 9 mos S imgaienment & by oo of | manths
i ) yessw | For exemple, the| Jed peroes types of fsctony or
shopebireak ing, the mifaf coes of socusl indecency, (s wane
petty Traud, . the fringe participant in mofe serioss cime.

Buif Jue also refered 1o

et el oftemoet for which, generally speaking, only the medius
o lomg term sentess Wkl be appropriste. Fol cvemgple, most
mbkerics; mos oifenoos invobring srics vickence, um of a
weapon bo wonsd; burglery of pevate dwnllimg-bouses; sclive
lanpe-scale muificking in danparous disg.’

FIXING THE PRICE.

These remarks have to be seen against  1he background of
1l sentencing tarif, Some of the Court"s dechsdons include
pronouncements that for & certain (ype of offence a cenlain
‘rarge” of "hracket” of seniences s appropriate, except where
the offender's clrcumstances are deemed 1o merit an ‘individu-
alised” sentence such as probation, or special lenkengy, For
gxample, the “tarilT sentence for Mrs Bibi's offence was

ladd down im clear terms in &, v, Griffia {1975);

Sentences for pvadies the prokibition on the importatios of
dangrois dnigs resge oo 3 1o 3 yeen enkes (here she wholly
@ xcoptiosml cirnametanct

On appeal a sentence which excoeds. the upper limit of the
‘ranige” will isually be reduced, wihille one within the range
will be upheld, I the judge opis for 2 senience below

the “tasifi” kevel there is nothing the prosscution can do
b it.

The “tarifF marks the Courl*s estimate of the relative seri-
ousmess of difTerent types of offence, *TarilT™ sentences

are wially justified on the grounds of deterrence o denin-
clation (to mark the'abhoreence with which the public
regands this kind of behaviour® etc, k. the abmple retributiv-
i we find in this case (3 duty to punish the offender ) &
rarer, but may be coming back mio fashiom,

In this case the consrt, instead of cutting the tarlf accross
the board,, is keeping the basic structure intact bul moving
a few pon-viokend and comparatively minos offénces down
i & bower “bracket’. In this way it is able both to make a
limited saving in the use imprisonment, and to reinforce its
denanciation of crirmes it consders especially deplorable
by treating them with rekffvely greater severity,

This clarifies the Court's deciston in R v Upson (24/4/80).

The appellant had been convicied of pilfering £5 of goods

from the supemarkcet where he serked, snd was originally

sentenced 1o 6 months” mprisenment, Lond Lane said that
it was necesmry to appreciate tha peity offenders should mot
e albowed ([ to teke sp what had become vabaable (11} space
in prissn. If there was really ne aliermative, as the court beBoved
in the presend cusé then: was sat (111) i an mmediae prisos
wntence, (e 1L showld be as shart gy possibbe.

The sentence was reduced 1o 2 monihs — 4 meére three hours

tor every pennyworth stolen,

THE RIGHT LINE

The Court’s approach Is also consistent with thet of the Tory
Party. as set ot in the 1972 Manifesto:

Far wioleni offendern and thugs really ioagh senienc s
cosemtinl, Mt in other cases long prisos 1erma wre nol abwiys
i Best determenl. (p. 1%

My Whitelaw has never wavered from that position. In the
parliameniary debate on the May Report (1/8/80) he quoted
both Upren’s case and the Manilesto, and added:

I hape [hal we in this Wosse an get it socross o the peneral
thaf olthosgh konged e ase inevitable for the

there are mamy
shodler esienoes. We must try bo ged thal dELACTION §0CT0N

1o peapke. (H.C. Debhates col, 1904)

The Manifesio also brings oui ihe ieological context of
this policy. The quoted passage comes (rom the chapter
on "The Rule of Law® which also covers immigration,
Northem Irekend and the supposed usurpation ol
Farliameniary sovereigniy by pickets, The theme s that
“The most disturbing threat to our freedom and secarity
s the growing disrespect fior the rale of b

“Violent criminals and thugs’ are regarded o threstening by
most peaple — as are the other calegories singled out by the
Chief Justhoe, domestic burglars and drug dealess— but what
ks them especially uselul as bogeys is that they can be
clased - with the sid of such sophistries s Sintimidatson
by sheer weight of numbers'~ with other enemies of the
Rule of Law like pickets and the LE.A.

The current revival of Law-fe-Order is nod simply a naive
phiempl io combat *crime” 0 general by the sane methods

i hai have failed im the past. It is an effon to unite the "grest
conmonEnIe maotity” agsine s “small minority”

violence” and Liwlessmess” ks seen as atheeal o “society” &8

& whale — in other words, (o gain seceptance for greater
graie repression. 1t is fully consdstent with this outlook

io sl the “thugs’ apart from “ondinary’ offenders by reducing
wome enipences while maintaining a stance of inexorable
severity Cowands the ard cors?, In France a bill is godng
through the Mational Assembly which as well as abrogating
warious civil liberties will imcrosse sentences for vioknt
offenders and recidivists; but thai more siraightfoerward
option isa't available here, for obwous reasons,

As for Mrs Bibi — her sentence was reduced 1o 6 moaths.
Her brother-in-low's, on the othethand, *was certainly not
too long® — an example of the sharper distinclions beiween
sheep and gosts drawn under the new poliey. The judges
who declared that her crime “unquestionably deselived an
tmmedlate prison sentence” could hardly be socused of
going soft,



BOOKS

1000 DAYS
ALONE

A Thousand Daye of Solitary by Doug Wakefield
{published by PROP)

In 1975 the Home Oifice officially sonoanced the end of
theeir short lived Control Unde reginee. At the timemany saw
this anmouncemen| a5 8 sgificant victory over siale repressam.
and an indication that even the Prison Department had to

take acoount of public opinion sometimes Mow, 5 years later,
Doug Wakefield's testimony diseet from solitary confinement
in Long Lartn prison places the ControlUnit regime in §it's
proper perspective. For, o the mtroduction o Wakefield's
statement, published by FROP, paints out,‘there already wan
gway from the spotlights, o widespread use of solitary con-
(ineeimeni offering an even gresber range of sensory deprivations
for periods which were subject anly to the mhbnf stamping

ol comspliant members of the Prison Board of Visitors-in fact
for limbiless persnds’

Since heing imprisoned for life in 1974 for the murder of his
uncle, Doug Wakeiield has been shottled in and out of the
gegregation umits of 12 different prisons, He has been forcibly
detained for over | 200 days in various Tosms of solitary
confinement under Rule 43 (which empowers a Prisen Gov-
&fmof 1o segregate a peisoner withoat time lmit, providing a
member of the local Prison Board of Visitors reviews and
rensws Lhe segregation order every 28 duys.) The periods of
isalstion have ranged from 7-500 days.

Al one paint Wakefield was placed in the “Strong Box® of

Leeds prison for |56 days while awaiting trial for the sttemphed
murder of o prison guard, The sirong box amounts 1o 4 cell
within the ssgregation undt sealed off from the other cells.lt

is soamdproal windowless and stripped bare of furniiume save
fr & bed which consists of & series of boards encased within the
colil concrete (loor, While he was detained there, Wakefield was
niot allowed 1o have his radic, nor any books or newspapers. He
wis albowed no vigtors and was not allowed to see sy other
prisaners et alone talk to them. He was given no work to do.
Wakefield ssys that *after only » short time dBoet thess con-
ditions | began to feel guite disoriented from the world both in
time and space and miy senses becasme very dull and sluggish,
forcing upon me an spathetic owtlook and sttitude 1o wuch a
degree that [ actually began 1o feel a sirange sease of ssaunty
within the strong box confings.” 46 British prisons ane known
10 have sloong baxes.

At his trial on the attempred musder charge, be was found
puilty, senlencad to a further five years imprisopment and then
taken v Liverpond prison where he was placed In solitary con-
Mneement for endther fowr months ander Ruls 43,

Dovig Wakefield s testimony iz 8 joumey theough the Kalkaeagque
world of the Prison Department whers Prison Roles are nol
:'t.lﬂ}' robked ot all and where, in an inmovative departere in New-
wpeak, "segregate] from esociation” means somathing quite
different from salitary confinement . The Michse! Willizms High
Court action mounted by NOCL, has already demonaimied the
Houdind-like qualities of the Home Officz, In Willlams' cass,
while the Court scoepted that the Home Office had contravensd
its own prison rabes (particularly by disregarding the proivision
in Fude 43 that amy vransfer 1o a Cantral Unit must be reported
Lo el sanctiomed by a member of the Board of Visitors | it
altimately found in favour of the defendant (the HO) on the
grounds that the prison rules were not mandatory bl regulstory

Thee Michael Willkanas case proved that ewen when they bresk

thedr own rubes, the Prison Department still wing, Doug Wake-
field"s experience shows that the Prison Department doesn’t

even have to bresk the rules to pet what it wants. The Hoame
Oiffice, fior its part, denics afl knowledge of solitary confinement

In British prisens and im o Commons reply 1o Robert Kilnoys

Silk an the subject of Doug 'WakeFeld stated “there is no nuch thing
as solitary confinement Mr Wakefield has been segregated fram
piociation with ather prisoners under Rule 43 in the interests

of pood order since Seplember 1978

The point of Wakefield s experience i that Rule 43 can amouny
tor the same thing & solitary confinemenit, Mowhese |n his state-
menl does Wakefield suggest that sny Prison Governos has
broken Rule 43.As long s Boards of Visitors remain complisst,
Govenmos have carte blanche to place in solitery confinement
{or if you prefer, segregate from astociation ) any peisonsrs they
wish and it's all legal.

Al Ehe présent time Doug Wakefield has beén in sofitary con-
(mément in Long Lastin prison for over 673 days, His appeal
Is an urgent one for, as he sy, ‘il this statement falls 1o draw
suppadt, I'm as good as dead,”

Tim Qwen
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WORLD OF A DIFFERENCE

A World Without Prisons, by Cakvert R, Dodge
{ Lexington Books, 1, Westmead, Famborough Hants
1820, £11,.95)

The Failure of Imprisonment, by Boman Tomasie and
lan Dobinson {Allen & Unwin 1980, £10.95)

The Struggle to be Human: Crime, Criminology and
Anarchism, by Larry TUTE and Dennis Sullivan
(Clenfuegos Press 1980)

THESE THREE wvery different books {Ilustrate tha mage of
opinion that exists smong abolitionists; indeed, apart from o
desire for abolition they have almpst nothing in common.

Dr Dudge's idea of a world without prisons is & world of
community service and halfway houses, He bas already #dited

# book calied A Netion Withou! Prigoas — referring lo the USA—
sndd here he reports on & penological Grand Tour in search of
ideas which might be imported 1o reduce that natlon’s present
appelling prison population. He takes the dmple view that

any alternative whatsoever s “progressive” and a Good Thing,

he even approves of the Ausiralian “weekend detention’ scheme,
even though he guotes @videnes that many who receive such

son enoes would nolotherwise have gone (o prison. Jemry
Bergman contribuies o chapler in which be ifes despemisly to
defend ‘community cormections’ against the mas of evidenes
that with rare excepiions they just don't ‘work’, on the assump-
tion that such eritlcism & inherently mactionary snd londs
aupport to law o’ omder’ policies. He seems quile wnawaee

of any radbcsl critigue of tommunity” progmmmes, even of

the mild varety put forwend by Edwin Schur in Radical Non-

Interpention.
¥ ¥ ¥

{in social and political guestions Dodge is frightfully muddled.
He finds society pervadid by anombe and disorder which ‘carnot
yot be comprehended ar deall with in any realistic manner’,

hat still thinks il possible and desirble for “soclely s deviants”
10 be ‘resocialized’. He speaks of & “transifion. period’ to “same
new orderbit he has no idea what this new onder might be or
whiether |1 should be helped on its way.

This ks o weeful book Lo refer to for information on the Swedigh,
Duteh, Danish and varkous other penall systems = though it

woitld be unvwise o place oo much reliance om an guthor who
describes the English-and. Welsh system as i the Children and
Young Pemons Act 1988 were lully in fores. (The chapier on
England & Wales is mainly devoled to 12 NACRD projects,

of which just one — the Hammenmith Teenage Projpcl —func-
tions partly ss an aliemative to imprsonment . . . for the young
people Dodge imagines have been removed from tee penal svetem. )

And other countries’ alternatives are pretty much of 5 muchnesi.
The only one which T thought might be worth s closer ook 1s
Saskatchewan's Mediation Diversbon Programme; bul eves this
is hedged about with resirictions and qualifications whish seem
desigreed t0 reinforee the idea that @rial and punishment are
the normal way Lo deal with conflict. Why is it not permitted
o selide any case involoving visdenes, for instance?

The Failure of Impriscnment is 8 better book in every respeci
(the prose is at st competent, for § gart). 1L documents the
failure, not onky of imprisonment, bist of prison eeform and
community cormeotions s well, It also gow beyood reconvie-

tion figures to attack the punitive and coercive nature of "comin-
untty comections’, their dependencs on the prisuns, UNeiF @vaskon
of basit socal + it oven goos so Bar as lo equile prison
Iabour with slavery. None of this is original — it's what RAP
has been aaying for years — bul it supparted st every point

by & mass of research from Australis, Britain and North
America, There's an especially valusble discussion of “the
dangerossnes of dangerousnes” which ought to make us o lidlle
ashamed of our ilore to dispose of the posi tivistic asumption
thit some unknown percentage of prisoners can be identifled

a8 ‘vholently dangerous’.

Bt in other ways the ook is & dissppointméent — partly (o be
explained, perhaps, by the fect that much of the material was
originally prepared for s Hoysl Commission. Having disposed
of the traditionsl theories of punishment, the authors sdopt

in their stead the idea thai the abm of panishment & “the
reconcilistion of the offender snd the community’, | full to

g why reconciliation should involve punishment, or what
confkct there would be between most offenders and
communily” if heyweren't pabliciy scapegoated in courts

of law.

Tomusie and Dobinson don’t ssk themselves Michel Fouscault's
question, Wha! i served by the Billure of the prisonfand so

they can we no reason why an enlightened govenmeni shouldn 't
replace It by something more ‘uplifting and soclally cobesive’.
Jusd what this something woidld be is nol mede clesr. The suthors
appear Lo favour some combination of probation (which ikey
me &5 a relatively hamane form of control and punishment ) with
fines and restitution — nothing wery aplifting about that! The
ultimate snction would presumabily be sgome farm of confis-
cation — which, to be tolorable, would requine the elimination
of poverty. The socially cobetlve aliematives would be non-
coercive — an optionsl extm —but then why should they be
limited to ‘offenders’ or have any conpectbon with the pendl

eyslem at all? ‘ .._.'

None of these eriticisms could be made of The Siruggle o be
Husman Tl and Sullivan denounce the Hberal criminology
which, like the two previous books, takes the state for granied
as a ‘grand mystifier’, They make the point that although in
terms of rehabilitation and deterrence Lhe penal systom
evidenily fails, it never fails to ‘produce & pool of devients for
processing’; and they analyse with great clarity some of the
ways in whith this serves to defiect any challenge Lo
the power and valwed of the rullng lite. This part of the book
draws on the the American soclalogy of deviance which the
withors formerdy practied; they even find uselfal insights in the
wark of the notoriously conservative Talcott Pamon.
Community corrections they dismiss &4 a complete sham:
‘People can't be integrated into s “commanity ™ that doesa't
enial!”

This part of The Struggle to be Hiaman shows very well how
an undersianding of crime and deviante can contributes Lo our
understanding of the state and of sockad life. Bui Tifft and
Sullivan insisl thal such an analyes has to be complemented
by a genersl socdal philosophy which sets it in the context of
a view of human nature |which ss Anarchists they hold iobe
b “naturnlly good') and the ‘search for meaning of love snd
harm in the cosmos’, Merely to demyatify the present
order, & other, Marxisi-odentated crf have done,
they s & & negative and destractive sttitude which lssds o
» destructive and sathartarian politics.

I wasn't convinced by this argament: | don't see how, say,



o

laylor, Walton and Young's The New Criminology can be
called “suthoritarian’, and | think it |s posible W do good
radical eriminology without discouning on the vast mnge

of subjects which Tifft and Sallivan atiempl to cover in

oae fuirly shori book. But it is 8 remarkebly good sitempi:
hueid and readable, and with only one or bwo lapses into
predentiouws drivel (eg. the bit about 8 nondinear conoeption
of ime)

I don’t think, however, Lhat the syntheshs sucoeeds. 1t's
particubarly disappointing that In discussing how “the wish

to be free’ can be translated into action, the suthor fall

either to apply their own insights into devianes and It son
tainment, or o make any propessls specifically relevant to the
field of "eriminal justice’. Equating ‘social revolution’ with
‘pintual rejuvenation’, they meject both vielenes and polities
(8 ordinarily undemstesd) in Cavour of crealing ‘edendstic
communities’— cases of freedom which, they believe, can
Nourish slongside the siate. Bul how are these communties
wapposed (o succerd where other deviant groups - for this

k& what they are — Rave Bailed? It would be quite possible that
t0 angue thal & non-violent, cohesive Butl not jsward-koeoking
group would be particulady difficult for the state to cope

with by the ‘insulsting mechaninms’ which (he sisthon
duseribe; bul thiy avenue is not explored. 1t would slso be
posaible to apply to Tifft and Sullivan the converse of thelr
objection to Mars: that they, and anarchists in genersl, offer
the conditions of liberation withoul ihe preconditions

In shosrt, The Strugele o be Human failed to converi me to
aparchism, but it did get me interested. Uncommonty
stimulating, snd a pleasse to read — but the dovil of a
straggle Lo review

Towy Wardd

JP Sauce

IPE WANT LARDUR CAMPFS

The Magistrates” Associstion has enick s
fime blow for the Compaign 1o Scapegost
the Unemploved. In & memorandam
published in Tuly, thoy call for ‘work-
shy" unemployed olfenders (o be seni

te “work camps' im the country, Thess
‘could prove more punitive than a
prison sentence’. Too right!

e

/

Om o more reasonsble note, they scknowledge
thai ihere is disquist about the lack

of eniformity in sentencing in Magi-

wtrades” oourty {codildd (he Ball drmed

Chaln Awards be having an impaciT)

and sugpest that guidelines could be

drawn up for offences sach a8 shap-

lifting and drig abuse {especially

canmubis],

BAF's draft puideline {3 words) &
svailable from the affice.
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all welcome! 10am-Spm

Om o last note, if you would like to forgo the
price of a packet of fogs every week to help keep

R AP alive, please respond to our Wages Fund appeal.
We have found by hard experience that one worker
gi RAP is not on, There i (oo much 1o do, and
the difficuliy of such a cempaign calls for al beasi
two workers to support cach other. When we got
Pwis very lempting candidates Tor the part-time job,
we decided to take on both of them, paying one
[25 0 week from our grants, and the other £25 3
week from donations by our members and others.
Wie have pemsanally approached several membsors
and the response has been terrific. We have now
decided to ask our membership as a whole to

join this fumd, whereby vou guarsnilee 3 minimom
of 50p o week by Bankers Order - more if you can.
We therefore need a total of 50 members for the
fund to work adeguately,

We have special forms for this, and will rush

vou one if vou let us know, Those of us on

the RAF Policy Group who have joined are

Send NOW - before you pul the kettle on - for findling it quite painless and are pleased thai

your form to RAP 182 Upper Street, London N. 1 our humble efforts are so far providing us

with vur twa keen energetic staff. Plense

Juein s o that they can continue iheir work.

MEMBERSHIP

Please enrol me as a member of RAF,

Mame . ..., Vs NPT T s P encluse: £35 - one year's membership ncluding free
coples of “The Abolitionist®

Address . ......oonain. £3 - for those with bow income
Free for prisoners
TS O s e e RO L s e Please send me 8 Bankers Order Forim

| would like o help RAP in the following ways

Tund-raising

public speaking

helping with this magarine
ollice wark

ulber



STOFPRESSSTOFFRESSS TOPFRESSSTOPRESS

0m 19th Avgust, snd for ssewveral days
thersalter, Wormrood Scrubs was once
again closed to ancillary staflf whils
prison officers conducted a cell by
pell search for "weapona®™, It wan
subsequently announced that a "toy pi=-
stal® had baen found and, still later

a "shotgun cartridge®. Radio reports
later =laborated this to "guna and amm-
unition®, which im presumably the image
that the prison authorities wished to
conjure up when they made the firat
Iudierous anmouncemmnis.

Platols—even real ones=and shotgun
cartridges don't exacily go together,
and the whole epimode underlines the
contempt in which the authorities hold
the presa of this country, which can be
relied upon to weave 4 story out of any
gilliness provided that it 18 ssmsatio-
nal enough,

The situation wam brought to light in &
press statement isrued by PROP on 20th
Augast: "Yesterday, educaticnal and
sther cutside staff ware placed on stand
down while prison cfflicers moved In %o
search differsnt parta of the prison for
weapona®, The osarches are continuing.
Thers have besn considerable movements
of Wopmwood Scruba® prisoners to other
pripons. Sany more are irminent.
Priconers complain of systematic bro=
tality and conatant provocation from
prisen officers turning up for duty
emelling of aleohol and clearly looking
for a fight, They are threatenirg to
awvenge thelr fellow Hull prison offisers
somvictions on charges of canspiring to
assault priscners- upheld by the Appeal
Court onlv & couple of weeks ago® (It
mist be remembersd that the Hull riok

of 1976 was on Auguet 31 and thi last
years MUPTI assault on Soruba pris=
oners, also on the 3lst, was proclaimed
by many of the attacking prison offkcers

as rovenge Tor the original convictions, )

The Homs "{f{ice resctsd by admitiing that

goms prisoners had been moved but that
nwholesals tranafers® wers not planned,
Within hours of that denial appearing

in "The Times', a hundred more pris-
orers wers on the move, A8 was féh-
¢loned in "Thames at Six' the sane
svening. TYou can't gt mach more whole—
gale than thatl

ind a Home Office spokesman, briefing &
local newspaper a few days after the
event, tried to lay reaponeibility for
the {ntensive search on "FROP's gun

scal”.

In fact it was the waapon search

{tself that prompted the PROP state-
menit.

The seasond part of PROP's statenmsnt
concernad a major reorganisation at the
priscn, the details of whioh had been
kept even from many of the ataffl who
would be affected by them:. The Homa
Office wam forced to concede that al=-
most every word of the inforsation
was correct= that B Wing ithi boaratal
and young prisoners' wing) is to close
80 as to take the overflow of remand
prisoners from Hrixton, also to pro-
vide aytra accomodation; that the
prison hospital Is to be closed for
redevelopment and the paychiatric
annexe= one of the few purposeful and
popitive festurem of the Scrubs=— ahkt
down,

At the very moment that the Home Office
was admitiing to theas drastic cranges,
the new Wormwood Scrubs governor, Mr
¥oCarthy, was writing a letter to 'The

Guardian' protesting at charges of
prison secrecy in a new bogk 'The
Frontisers af Secrecy'! by David Leigh.
Yet it was no thanks to tha governor
nor to the Hom. Office, that the ann=-
ounoe-ents, affecting a great many
people, were belatedly made. II the
Home Office ia ever to convince anyons
that 1t now believes in openness and
ublic information; then it had better
ftart by voluntearing information
BEFORE and not APTER it has begn fore-
¢d out by FROP, HAP or other OTrgan-—
isations committed to searching cut

th .-
B RE Geoff Coggan,




